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The last three days of Jesus’ life were a whirlwind!

· The plot to kill Jesus.
· Jesus is anointed with expensive perfume.
· Judas betrays Jesus.
· Passover Meal and the institution of the Lord’s Supper.
· Praying in the Garden of Gethsemane.
· Jesus is betrayed with a kiss.
· A sham trial before Caiaphas.
· Peter denies Jesus three times.
· Jesus is tried before Pilate; the crowd chooses Barabbas.
· Pilate washes his hands of responsibility.
· Jesus is sent to the cross for crucifixion.
· Jesus gives up His life, and the veil is torn.
· Jesus is buried.

Have you ever experienced a time when life felt like a whirlwind—where everything happened so fast, and then suddenly, it all stopped?

How did you feel when the finality of it set in?

Imagine the disciples—they had followed Jesus for years, believing He would change everything. In just three days, everything fell apart. Can you feel the disorientation they must have experienced?
· Disorientated
· Shocked
· Grieving
· Reflective
· Emptiness or Restlessness
· Need for Closure
The finality of Jesus’ burial brings the chaotic events to a close, the reality of His death sinks in, and devotion prevails.

There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tom.
						Matthew 27:55-61

The burial is a testament to God’s sovereignty.
	
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
						Isaiah 53:9

Jesus’ burial marks the final step in His suffering—a powerful reminder of how far He went for us.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Philippians 2:8

Joseph of Arimathea publicly declares himself as a follower of Christ.

Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
						Mark 15:43





The women’s devotion and love for Christ are extraordinary.

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.
						Mark 15:40-41 
		
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus demonstrate their dedication to Jesus.

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight.
						John 19:38-39

Joseph, Nicodemus, and the women declared, dedicated, and devoted themselves to Jesus—even without the resurrection. How much more should we?

Devotion is about the heart—our love, affection, and worship of Jesus. It compels us to seek Him, follow Him, and cherish Him above all else.

Dedication is about our actions—the tangible ways we live out our faith, the sacrifices we make, and the steps we take to align our lives with Jesus' mission.


God uses seemingly unlikely people for His glory.

1. Declaration: Are we boldly declaring our allegiance to Jesus in a world that often rejects Him?

2. Devotion: Is our love for Jesus evident in the way we live, worship, and prioritize Him above everything else?

3. Dedication: Are our actions—our time, resources, and commitments—fully aligned with His call on our lives?


What step will you take this week to declare, devote, or dedicate yourself to Jesus?
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