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When you know the end of the story … the beginning is even more powerful.

Christmas does not stand alone. 

Because of Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection, we have hope beyond the grave. Jesus' birth, life, death and resurrection give us hope because the grave was no match for our Lord. Death is not our end. That is the power of Christmas.

Christmas is about overcoming the greatest enemy of humanity: death. 

Death is an enemy that no amount of money, no amount of power, no amount of success can defeat. 

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”			1 Corinthians 15:55

I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol; I shall redeem them from Death. O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from my eyes.	Hosea 13:14

Jesus was born to die.

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 1 Timothy 1:15

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.	John 1:14

Jesus’ birth and His death bring out our devotion. 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. Matthew 28:1

Who was “the other Mary” - likely that was Mary the mother of James, the same person as Mary the wife of Alphaeus who was called Clopas or Cleopas. These two Mary’s were at the cross with Mary, the mother of Jesus.

but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.				John 19:25

His resurrection is terrifying to some and victorious to others.

And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 						Matthew 28:2-4

But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 						Matthew 28:5-7

Matthew 28 is not just the end of Jesus’ earthly life; it is the completion of God’s perfect plan. The resurrection is the fulfillment of the promise that was given all the way back in the garden of Eden: that through the seed of a woman, death would be defeated. That is why the angel at the tomb is so bold: “He is not here; He is risen, as He said.”

God’s plan was a simple manger followed by an empty tomb. 

At the birth of Jesus, there is the joy of the nativity, the shadow of the cross, and the victory of the empty tomb.

This is where Christmas and the resurrection come together. 

Christmas celebration is not naïve, when we recognize the reality of sin and death in our celebration of life found in Christ.

The resurrection is not just something to celebrate privately; it is something to proclaim publicly.

So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” Matthew 28:8–10

Their emotions must have been a whirlwind: confusion, amazement, and ultimately, joy. But not a “light” joy—it is described as a joy mixed with fear, because the resurrection was so overwhelming.

Our first response to the resurrection is worship but the second is mission. 

The command to "go and tell" anticipates the Great Commission of Matthew 28 … 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 				Matthew 28:18–20

It is your story to tell!

Who are you going to tell?
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