[bookmark: _Hlk45171516]   THE BEST IS YET TO COME
CELEBRATING THE PAST 30 YEARS AND PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

The End is the Beginning
Matthew 28:18-20
Brian Hummel, Lead Pastor
December 29, 2024










Jesus was, is, and will always be exactly who He says He is!

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
					Matthew 28:18

	Jesus is God eternally.
		
…but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…
				Hebrews 1:2-4

	Jesus became man for our redemption.

but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
						Philippians 2:7

As fully human, He experienced what we experience so as to sympathize with us.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
						Hebrews 4:15

Jesus was not a man by nature who was elevated to something greater. He was God who took on the lowliness of human flesh, suffering, and death for our redemption.

Even though Jesus has all authority, we still live in a world where brokenness and rebellion persist.

putting everything in subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.”
				Hebrews 2:8

The Kingdom of God is here but not yet; in our hearts now, His return will bring it to physical reality.
	

This is the world Jesus speaks into when He gives His followers their mission, calling them to live out His Kingdom here and now.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
					Matthew 28:19-20a


The Mission is continual.

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
					Deuteronomy 6:7

The Mission is Global.

…a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne…
					Revelation 7:9
	

The Mission is relational.

We were ready to share with you not only the gospel but also our own selves.
					1 Thessalonians 2:8



The mission is to make disciples, baptize them, and teach them.

Jesus’ presence in our lives shows His authority.

	And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
						Matthew 28:20b
				
	His presence is continuous.

Fear not, for I am with you

						Isaiah 41:10

	His presence is empowering.

for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
				2 Timothy 1:7


Therefore, live as Citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven!

What is taking priority in my life right now—God’s Kingdom or something else?

Is there a part of my life where I am holding back from giving Jesus control?

What is one small way I can show others what Jesus’s love looks like this week?	
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