[bookmark: _Hlk45171516]   GREATER THINGS in 2023
November 26, 2023
Dr. Jerry Edmonson, Founding and Lead Pastor
A Greater Messiah
The ONE – Matthew 12:38-50 










There is only ONE.

When you hear that phrase, how do you complete it? There is only ONE … There is only one Dr. Pepper! There is only one Tom Brady! There is only one Grand Canyon! 

The phrase, ‘there is only one’, is intended to add significance to an entity due to their superiority. It is also used as a form of praise.

There is only One Way! There is only One God!

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.		Ephesians 4:4–6

In a world of tolerance over truth, the ONE is replaced by the many.

A Messiah Complex 

A messiah complex is a mental state in which a person believes they are a or even the messiah who is sent save or redeem people in an endeavor. It can also refer to a state of mind in which a person believes that they are responsible for saving others.

Over the past four weeks, we have been in Matthew chapters 11-12. We have said that Jesus is the Greater Messiah … 

· He is greater than our fears, struggles, that Jesus truly is the greatest of all time!
· He is greater than the sabbath because His our rest.
· He is greater than our hurts, doubts or struggles because He is the one who Isaiah says would show compassion to the bruised reed and smoldering wick.
· He is greater than our sin and He is the one who calls all of humanity to come to Him and not to resist the Holy Spirit. The only sin taken to the grave will forever separate us from God and His salvation.

We are wrapping up this series in chapters 11-12 by looking at Jesus’ own words about himself. That He is the ONE!

What defines a person's greatness?

The world says that greatness is a journey to the front of the line and the top of the mountain.

Greatness is a concept of a state of superiority affecting a person or object in a particular place or area. Greatness can also be attributed to individuals who possess a natural ability to be better than all others.

The Word says that greatness is a journey to the back of the line and take up the cross.

But whoever would be great among you must be your servant …				Matthew 20:26

He was not the ONE they were expecting.

If you are the One … prove it!

Satan wanted proof!

and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ”  		Matthew 4:6

Thomas wanted proof!

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” … Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”				John 20:25–29

Religious leaders wanted proof that He was the ONE!

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 							Matthew 12:38

But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 				Matthew 12:39-41

The One here is greater than Jonah and his message.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”				John 11:25–26

Nineveh believed Jonah …

Because He is the One who is greater than Jonah. 

We can live with and in the hope and power of the resurrection.

We are called to live with and in the hope and power of the resurrection. He is the one who is greater than Jonah who preached repentance to Nineveh. 

The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 								Matthew 12:42

The One is greater than Solomon and his wisdom.

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue,

what is a retinue? A retinue is a body of persons "retained" in the service of a noble, royal personage, or dignitary. 

“The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard.				1 Kings 10:1–7

But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding?			Job 28:12

For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity… for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 			Proverbs 2:6–7,10

We have access to the wisdom and knowledge of God in Christ Jesus! He is our wisdom.

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.						James 1:5

Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’				Luke 11:49

but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”	1 Corinthians 1:24–31

“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this evil generation.” 		 	Matthew 12:43-45

Unrestrained evil multiplies.

Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?”		Matthew 12:22–23

The One is greater than Satan and all that is evil.

… on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  			Matthew 16:18

We have overcome evil by the life of the One that is in us.

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.						1 John 4:4

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”		John 16:33

While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”	Matthew 12:46-50

The One is greater than any other relationship.

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; …	1 John 3:1

… you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, …							Romans 8:14–17

We prioritize our relationship with the One who makes every other relationship purposeful.

What do you and I need to do?

Repent and believe the message of the One.

Listen to the wisdom of the One who is wisdom.
Turn from unrestrained evil toward the One who came to set you free.

Prioritize a relationship with the One who has adopted you into the family.
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