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The Gift of Joy:
Celebrating the Savior's Birth
"But the auqel said to f.hem, 'Do not be
a{,aaic@. 9 lmi.n:; you 7&&& newd that will
caude r,'peat P04 {01 G e peopdle. “Joday in
the town oiiaui&, a Sauion has been born
to you; he id the Meiuah, the Lord."

Luke 210-1

This verse captures the essence of the Christmas story, emphasizing the
joyous announcement of the birth of Jesus, the Savior. Inviting you to
consider the concept of joy as a gift, it sefs the tone for celebrating His
birth with hearts aglow with genuine and lasting joy.

When you infentionally focus on the joy that Jesus provides, you allow it
to shape your atfitudes and actions during the Christmas season.
allowing it to shape our attitudes and actions during this festive season.
As you continuously strengthen your relationship with the Savior, may
your life radiate the joy that originates from the profound gift of His birth.

The joy emanating from Christ's birth is more than fleeting happiness;
it's a wellspring of everlasting elation. Consider how this joy can
permeate your perspectives and relationships, encouraging a spirit of
genuine and lasting joy.

¢ How does the joy stemming from Christ's birth differ
from fleeting happiness, and how can you ensure your
joy aligns with the enduring presence of the Savior?
Think about how getting closer to the Savior can not only
make you happier but also shape how you act and feel in
your relationships and everyday stuff.
Reflect on specific moments when you've experienced
deep joy in your relationship with Jesus. How can these
moments shape your perspective of joy during the
Christmas season?
In what ways can you actively celebrate the Savior's
birth with a heart filled with genuine and lasting joy,
intentionally focusing on the joy that Jesus brings?
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Joseph's Obedience:
Trusting God's Plan
"When a&eph woke wp, he did what the
a.nrfel aﬁ he Lord had commanded him and
ook Many home ad his wife."
Matthew 1:24

Joseph's obedience stands as a comerstone in the Christmas namative.
Despite the unexpected tum of events, Joseph's unwavering faith empowered
him fo lean on God and His guidance.
Sening as a manifestation of trusting God's plan, Joseph's extraordinary
commitment to obedience exemplifies the cerfitude believers should sfrive to
maintain. Joseph demonstrates the confidence and understanding that God's
plan unfolds for the ulimate good. Permit Joseph's example to encourage
your obedience to become a testimony of your faith in God's sovereign and
loving plan for your life.

Consider the relationship between obedience and trust. Think about a time
when you faced a decision that required obedience and trust in God's plan
and consider how your response impacted different dimensions of your life.
Clarify times you've experienced where it was more difficult to mirror
Joseph's commitment, and times where it was easier.

¢ In what areas of your life can you enhance
your trust in God's plan, especially when faced
with unexpected circumstances?

¢ How can you actively seek God's guidance in
your daily decisions, trusting that His plan is
unfolding for your good?

e How can your obedience be a testament to
your faith in God's plan?
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The Way, the Truth, and the
Life: Finding Purpose in Christ
"9@4441 said to him, ') am the way, and the
tnuth, and the lite. No oue comes to the
QGthe’b eaccept thnou?h m—e.’"

John 14:6

In a world filled with diverging paths and conflicting messages, the words of
Jesus stand clear. Jesus declares Himself as the way, guiding us through life's
twists and tums. He is the truth, anchoring us in unchanging principles amidst
asea of uncertainties. He is the life, breathing purpose into our existence.
When you establish your life in frue meaning and direction in the One who is
the Way, you discover the way to a purposeful and fulffiling life; calling
attention to the need to align your choices, ambitions, and pursuits with His
fruth. Let Christ be your compass and guide you to a purposeful and
meaningful life.

Consider the elaborate role that Jesus claims for Himself, paying close
attention to his message about how He is not just a way, but the way; not
merely a truth, but the truth; and not merely a source of life, but the essence
of life itself. Explore the profound implications of finding our purpose in
Christ, clarifying how His declaration impacts your understanding of
purpose and direction in your life. Determine areas in your life that you need
to realign and incorporate His guidance.

* In what areas of your life do you need Jesus to
guide you, and how can you actively seek His
direction?

* How can you engage more deeply with Jesus as
the Truth in your daily walk? What steps can you
take to align your beliefs and actions with His
truth?

¢ In what ways can you embrace the life that Jesus
offers abundantly? How can His presence bring
vitality and purpose to your daily existence?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Shepherds' Res

preading the ews

"When thetf had deen him, thu; spread the

word coucerning w. at had been lold them

about this chil&, and all who heard it were
amaged ol what the shepherds said."

Luke 21718

nse:

This verse captures the immediate response of the shepherds after witnessing
the birth of Jesus. Not only were they entrusted with the news of Christ's birth,
they swiftly became heralds of the Good News. This scripture establishes the
rich foundation of evangelism, the transformative power of encountering
Christ, and the joy that comes from sharing the good news with others. In the
spirit of the shepherds, you can be a proactive messenger of the Good News,
by diligently seeking opportunities to share the story of Jesus, both in words
and actions.

The shepherds' response was marked by immediate action and joyful
proclamation. Consider their pivotal role as messengers of the Good News
and recognize that the message of salvation is a gift meant to be shared
with joy and enthusiasm. Clarify your sense of responsibility for spreading
the Good News. Seek to discover areas in your life where you can respond
more promptly to the call to share the goodness Jesus embodies. Focus
on how you can emulate the shepherds eagerness to share the ethereal
message of Christ with others, drawing upon the amazement of those who
heard the shepherds' message. Consider steps you can take to become
more intentional in sharing news of Christ in a way that amazes and
inspires those in your immediate circle, and in broader contexts.

* When was the last time you felt a sense of amazement and

awe at the message of Christ's birth?
* How has His birth impacted your life and the way you view
the world?

* Are there fears or inhibitions that hinder you from sharing
the Good News? How can you overcome them?
Do people see and experience joy as you share the
message of Jesus, or is there room for growth in
expressing the joy of the gospel?
How do you incorporate sharing the gospel into
conversations and relationships?
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Songs of the Season:

A Christmas Carol Devotional
”.Eﬁt MG MQMQ L\-t eh'bl:it &wﬁlt ﬁ.mon(; lfou
nichly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom through f)AalmA, mund, and
dongd {rom the Spauz singing to God with
(;n.ati.tmﬂe in youn heanrts.”

Colossians 3:16

Christmas carols are timeless melodies that are interlaced throughout
the season. In the heart of each Christmas carol lies a unique
message, one that encompasses the very essence of the season. As
¥ou lift your voice in the carols of the season, let them transcend mere
unes and internalize the messages within the lyrics and the songs,
utilizing them as a source of spiritual nourishment. May these melodies
not only enhance your personal worship but also become a means o
sharing the enduring truths of Christmas with others.

Delve into the lyrics of Christmastime classics and uncover the
timeless truths they convey about Christ's birth. Consider the spiritual
treasures embedded in the cherished carols, tuning your heart to the
melodies that have resonated through generations.

¢ Reflect on a Christmas carol that holds special meaning to
you. What spiritual truths or messages does it convey
about Christ's birth?
How can you intentionally tune your heart to the spiritual
depth of Christmas carols as you engage with them during
this season?
¢ As you sing these carols, consider how they can serve as a
source of spiritual nourishment for your own soul. How
might you allow the messages within the lyrics to impact
your personal worship?
How can you share the timeless truths embedded in
Christmas carols with others, making these melodies a
means of conveying the joy and significance of Christ's
birth?

@torrance_churchofchrig
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The Manger's Significance:
Humility in the Presence of Majesty
"'Lathea, he made hém&el& nol‘.hinq luf tahénq
the very nalunre o{ G dervant, Laim; made in

uman likeneds."
Philippians 2:7

The modest manger that cradled the Newbom King symbolizes the
humility encapsulated in the incaration of Christ. This unassuming
beginning challenges conventional notions of preeminence and
greatness, emphasizing the transformative power of humility.

The depth of humility demonstrated by Christ's arrival signifies the need
to embrace humility in your life. When you align your humility with the
humility set by Jesus and the manger in your behavior, interactions, and
disposition, you acknowledge that true greatness is found in a humble
and selfless posture.

Focus on the radical humility of Christ's earthly debut. Compare the
humility in Christ's birth with societal views of greatness and reassess your
perspective on what it means to be truly great. Explore moments when
you've witnessed the impact of humility in others and consider the
impression humility had on the dynamics of the situation.

e Think about a recent situation where you found
it challenging to exhibit humility. What steps
can you take to approach similar situations with
a more humble mindset in the future?

e Consider individuals in your life whom you
admire for their humility. What specific
qualities or actions make them stand out to
you? How can you incorporate those attributes
into your own life?

e How can you apply more humility in your daily
life?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Light of the World:
Radiating Christ's llluminating Love
"You anre the light of the world. A town built
on a hill cannoel be hidden. Neither do people

light o lamp and put it under o bowl. 9n4tead,
e ul il on ild sland, and i ived Li o
they put i ttand, and it gives Light &
ecvergone in the houde. Ju the same way, el
youn Tiqht shine l;etcme othens, that the may
dee younr 700& deeds and 9%&«244 youn 61J en in
eacuen.
Matthew 5:14-16

Jesus, the Light of the World, illuminates our lives with divine love and
effectively dispels darkness. In these verses, Jesus calls mankind the light of
the world, urging us to shine brightly, emphasizing that our light is not to be
hidden.

Fulfiling your role as an ambassador of Christ's love involves radiating
Christs illuminating love through leading by example. Your actions,
attitudes, and choices should inspire others to seek and emulate the love
that emits from your heart. Let your life be a living testimony to the
fransformative power of Christ's love.

Consider the connection between letting your light shine and performing
good deeds, and focus on the potential impact of your light on those
around you. Explore areas of your life where you may be tempted to hide
your light. Think about how you can become a vessel that radiates
Christ’s light to others.

* How can you actively let your light shine in times when
you may be tempted to hide your light?

* How can your actions and demeanor reflect Christ's
illuminating love to others?

* How can you glorify God without seeking personal
recognition, striking a balance between humility and the
visibility of your light?

* How can your actions lead others to glorify God?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Christmas Feast:
Sharing in Abundance
"Then ge(mi &eclamec@, ") am the bread 0& lif,e.
Whoever comes to me will never g0 hunqm;, and
whoever belicves in me will never be thtmd,ttf.'"
John 6:35

The Christmas season offen brings to mind festive feasts and celebrations, but
at its core, it's a time to reflect on the richness of God's love demonstrated
through the birth of Jesus. Just as a feast is a shared experience, Jesus invites
mankind to partake in the abundance of His grace, promising that those who
come to Him will never go hungry or thirsty. The Christmas feast is not just
about physical provisions; it's an invitation to feast on the enduring and fulfiling
spiritual nourishment found in Christ.

May this Christmas season be a time of joyous feasting, not only on festive
medls but on the bountiful grace offered through Jesus, the true Bread of Life.

Reflect on your beliefs and how they shape your understanding of
abundance. Compare the relationship of a Christmas feast and physical
hunger with God's Word and spiritual hunger. Explore the idea of sharing in
the context of the Christmas feast and identify opportunities to celebrate
the season with hospitality and fellowship. Pinpoint occasions to serve.
Take a moment to appreciate the abundance and blessings in your life.

¢ Think about the abundance of God's grace in your life. How can
you share this abundance with others during the Christmas
season?

Drawing upon the abundance that surrounds the Christmas
feast, both in terms of food and the joy of sharing with others,
how can you extend this spirit of abundance beyond the table
and into your daily life?

In what ways do you find satisfaction and fulfillment in your life,
analogous to the promise that those who come to Jesus will
never go hungry or thirsty? How might recognizing Jesus as the
ultimate source of satisfaction influence your perspective on
abundance?

How does your faith influence the way you approach generosity,

gratitude, and the sharing of resources with others?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Magi's Gifts:
Offering Your Best to the King

"On coming to the hau&e, they daw the child

with his mother Mary, and tZeq bowed down

an wonihc’,pe im. en 1 ey cpene thein

theaiunes and pne&entecﬂ him with r;iﬁd, o&
goid, {ranrincenie, an mq'mh."
Matthew 2:11

The Magis gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrth are dripping with symbolic
significance. Gold represents kingship and wealth, frankincense symbolizes
divinity and prayer, while myrth signifies sacrifice and foreshadows Jesus' role in
overcoming death. These gifts express the Magi's recognition of Jesus as a king,
divine figure, and sacrificial savior.
The gravity and relevance of the Magf's gifts poses the call fo offer the King the
best and approach Him with open and willing hearts, mirroring the Magi's
example of infentional and heartfelt giving. Inspired by the Magi's example you
need to evaluate the quality of your offerings to God and seek ways to present
your life as a gift of worship, recognizing that true worship involves surrendering
our most valuable treasures to the King.
Consider the various aspects of your life, including time, talents, resources
and identify ways you can best utilize them in worship. Mull over the Magi's
spirit of sacrificial giving and clarify any steps you can take that can allow

you to harbor a similar heart of reverence and surrender as you offer your
life as a gift of worship to Jesus.

¢ Reflect on the intentional and symbolic nature of
the Magi's ﬁiftsA How can you bring intentionality
ﬁnd symbolism to your offerings of worship to

esus”

¢ How does the idea of sacrificial %iving resonate with
?/our understanding of true worship?

n what areas of your life can ?/ou deepen your

%onc';;nitment to sacrificially offering your best to

0d?




@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Message of the Angels:

Fear Not!

"But the anqe[ said teo U«.em, 'Do uot be
a#aaic@. ring you :;ooca news that wli“.
caude (;'Leat oy ian all the people.' '

Luke 2110
"Fear notl" echoes from the angels™ proclamation, infroducing us to their
comforting message; extending a heavenly invitation o overcome fear with faith.

Throughout the Christmas story, the key players fear is met with reassurance.
Marys Faith: Despite the fear, Mary trusted in the angels message,
accepting her role in the miraculous birth of Jesus (Luke 1:30-38).

Joseph's Faith: Overcoming fear of societal judgment, Joseph believed in
the angel’s reassurance, marrying Mary and becoming Jesus' earthly father
(Matthew 1:20-24).

Shepherds' Faith: Faced with fear at the heavenly sight, the shepherds
embraced the angel's message, finding the courage to witness the newbom
Messiah (Luke 2:8-20).

Magi's Faith: The Magi joumeyed guided by faith, following the star despite
uncertainties, seeking and finding the newbom King (Matthew 2:1-12).

Calling attention to the assurance of God's presence and love, you are

encouraged 1o heed the angel's message and espouse faith to confront and
triumph over the fears you encounter.

Think about the nature of God's perfect love as a fear-dissolving force.
Determine steps you can take to promote a spirit of faith while facing
uncertainties.

* Recall a time in your life when you faced fear.
How did embracing faith bring reassurance and
comfort?

* How can the stories within the Christmas story
inspire you to confront your own fears with faith?

* What practical ways can you apply the message
of the angels—"Do not be afraid"—in your daily
life, choosing faith over fear in various situations?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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Finding Peace in the Prince of
Peace

"Qon to us a child is born, to us a don is
iven, and the government will be on his
LZG«J—&WM. Aund he will be called Woncﬂam{,ul
eaunielo'p, Mi htof (}'o&, Zaenlaitimf ﬂathea,
Z?u‘.nce oﬂ Peace."

Isaiah 9:6

The Prince of Peace, bom in Bethlehem, brings a peace that surpasses
mortal conception. The spirit of the Christmas season offers you the
ambiance to focus on the unshakable peace Christ provides that
grants you solace and tranquility in the midst of life's challenges.

In the pursuit of the Prince of Peace, you can be a peacemaker in your
spheres of influence, by actively seeking reconciliation, maintaining
understanding, and extending the peace of Christ to those around you.
When you embody the peace of the Prince of Peace, you can make a
tangible impact on the world's overwhelming need for harmony.

Mull over the profound all-inclusive magnitude of the peace Christ
provides, examining times when His peace has brought you solace in
the midst of different challenges you've faced. Consider practical steps
you can take to extend the peace of Christ to those around you.

* How does the peace offered by the Prince of
Peace differ from worldly notions of peace? How
can you personally experience and embody this
divine peace?

* How can you promote and rely on this peace
more intentionally?

¢ In what ways can you actively be a peacemaker in
your spheres of influence, strengthening
understanding and reconciliation?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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Safeguarded on the Journey to Egypt
"When theq had goune, an mnqel at the
Lond Gppeame& to Joseph in'a dream.

'Qet up,' he Aai,&, 'take tz:e child and his

mother and eicape io 8(,4”rz,t. ay ere
until 9 tell you, for Henod is going to
search Ii°"‘ the child to kill him."

Matthew 2:13

As you engross yourself in the significance of the Christmas story, you
encounter a chapter often overshadowed by the warm and inviting scenes of
the Nativity, the escape of the Holy Family to Egypt. In the strikingly distinct
atmosphere of the familiar scenes of the munger?%z shepherds, and the wise
men, the flight to Egypt unveils a dimension of Gods love that is protective,
nurturing, and fiercely devoted. It is o love that shields and guides, providing
refuge in times of trouble.

Imagine the urgency in Joseph's heart when he was compelled to uproot Mary
and the infant Jesus and flee their homeland in the silent hours of the night.
The imminentt danger of Herod's ruthless decree propelled the Holy Family info
a joumey of uncertainty. Yet, this escape, emphasizes that Gods love is not
passive but actively shields and guides, providing refuge in times of peril.

Just as the Holy Family found refuge in God's guidance, be rest assured that
His protective love surounds you in times of vulnerability. This Christmas,
embrace the assurance that God's love is a shield in fimes of uncertainty. The
escape to Egypt teaches us that Gods protection may lead you on
unexpected joumeys, but in His care, you find refuge. Allow yourself o frust in
the God who protects, guides, and shelters with a love that goes beyond the
stable, reaching into the depths of our individual stories.

Reflect on the escape to Egypt as a demonstration of God's protective love.
Reflect on the significance of this episode within the context of Christmas.
Explore how the escape to Egypt shapes your understanding of God's love as
an active and protective force. Consider the challenges and uncertainties in
your own life and identify areas where you need God's protective love.
¢ How can you create a trust in God that is
similar to Joseph's?

‘\/\ B E p @torrance_churchofchrist
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Mary's Magnificat:
ASong of Praise

O-J mq GUL

"An Ma.'uf said: 'ML; doul r,lnn.i.iie& the o;ﬁ'&
and my A.plai,t rejoiced in q 8 on.
Luke 1:46-47

Embedded in the Christmas story, Mary's Magnificat stands as a radiant
symphony that bridges together the themes of humility, frust, and boundless
praise. Viewing her life through the lens of God's overarching story, Ma
acknowledges God's mighty deeds, connecting her personal experience wim
the grand narative of His redemptive plan.
Eacﬁ verse is a testament to her sincere understanding of humility, trust, and
unbridled joy in God's goodness. Mary's humility shines brightly in the opening
lines, while her praise for His mercy and fulfillment of the covenant He made
with Abraham stands as a resounding testament to her frust and faith. The
exuberant tone of the song signifies her eamest joy in God's goodness. In times
of abundance, her joy is a model for gratitude, and in times of trial, her frust
becomes a beacon of hope, exemplifying a heart attuned to His presence. As
her soul and spirit rejoice, Mary's poetic adoration serves as a timeless guide for
magnifying God in every season of life.Parrot Mary's example and express your
reverence, making your life an ongoing hymn of praise. In moments of joy, may
your heart mcgniK/0 the Lord with exuberant grafitude, and in fimes of
challenge, may your frust in His sovereigntty lead you to a place of worship.

Focus on the attributes of God and your experiences of His faithfulness
in your life. Explore the themes of rejoicing in God's goodness found in
Mary's song and think about times in your life when you felt compelled to
magnify God. Draw upon specific moments of surrender and trust in your
life, and consider how you can maintain a spirit of rejoicing, irrespective of
circumstances.

* How can you infuse your prayers and praises with the
depth of emotion and spiritual insight found in Mary's
song?

* Consider expressing your own song of praise. What
aspects of God's character and work in your life would
you include in your hymn of gratitude and worship?

M B E R @torrance_churchofchrist
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The Word Made Flesh:
Embracing God's Revelation

“The Word became Medh and made his
&weu,inrf among ud. We have deen his (;lu'u',
the glory of the cne and ocunly Son, who came
{rom the Qathen, full of grace and truth.”
John 114

This verse from the Gospel of John beautifully epitomizes the qintessence of the
Word becoming flesh in Jesus Christ; emphasizing the tangible presence of God
among us and the revelation of His glory, full of grace and truth. Jesus, os the
embodiment of Gods revekation, invites you into a deeper understanding of the
divine. Throughout the pages of the Bible, you encourtter Gods character, love, and
purpose manifested in Chist. Wilfully seeking to know God more infimartely through
Christ through consistent study and meditation on His word allows you to grow your
understonding of God's revelation. Vhen you actively engage with Christ, your
actions, attitudes, and relationships can reflect the monumental power of the Word
made fleshinyour lfe.
Describe your current understanding of God's revelation, especially in the
context of Jesus as the Word made flesh. Consider your current Bible

study habits and any areas that need improvement. Think about specific
moments or aspects that have revealed God's nature to you.

* In what ways have you personally encountered
God through your relationship with Jesus Christ?

* Are you actively seeking a deeper intimacy with
God through your study of the Word?

¢ In what areas can your actions, attitudes, or
relationships align more closely with God's
revelation in Christ?

¢ How can your understanding of God's revelation
impact the way you interact with and relate to
those around you?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Light That Guides:
\ Less&zns {‘r})m tﬁle Chnstlzlas Star
(Lt Y o ﬁ”“ﬁm‘%ﬁe ‘fz%ﬁ o, wopton
rcde we. ahea 7 e an i _‘ dlopped cuer
e f.L Gace w‘;«blea?t%\eev 29:90 4 waid.

The Christmas sfar, a radiant symbol of divine guidance, led the Magi through the
darkness to the very presence of Jesus. Likewise, God's Word, prayer, and the Holy
Spirit serve as luminous guides to light and direct your path. To the same degree
the Magf's atfentiveness for the sfar and their ing pursuit of ifs frajectory,
youare called to pW attention to the divine |i%h|'\‘ls inyour life.
Approach God's Word with an open heart. The Bible is not merely a collection of
ancient texts; it is a living, breathing revelation of Gods character, His redemptive
plan, and His unchanging promiises. Providing clear signposts, God's Word, timelessly
illuminates your understanding and directs your steps.
Authentically engage in prayer, expressing your joys, concems, and desires. Prayer, a
powerful connection fo the divine, dligns our hearts with God's will. It is a continual
conversation, a sacred space where you lay your heart bare, seek guidance, and
listen for the whispers of God's voice.
Surrender your will to the Holy Spirit, allowing Him fo shape your thoughts and actions.
Develop a sensitivity to His gentle nudges, convictions, and promptings. The Holy Spirit,
a consfant presence, leads with a gentle yet powerful force. The Holy Spirit provides
wisdom, conviction, and assurance, prompting us to align with God's wil.
Commitment to regular prayer, immersing yourself in the depths of God's Word, and
attuning your heart to the subtle whispers of the Holy(S;in"f will lead you to a deeper
and more infimate relationship with God, just as the Christmas sfar led the Magi to
the sacred presence of Christ.
Explore the symbolism of the divine lights of God's Word, prayer, and the
Holy Spirit, and compare it to the symbolism of the Christmas star. Reflect on
how these divine lights influence your decisions, perspectives, and
responses to life's challenges. Identify moments when you felt God's
presence illuminating your path and directing your steps. Examine steps you
can take to ensure your heart and mind are receptive to God's guidance.
Identify potential distractions that hinder your ability to be attentive.

* How have you experienced divine guidance in your own life?,

* How can yo¥1 malnPaln a heart ancJ mlr%'t?\at are receptive to éQd?

* How can’you encourage others to seek and follow the guiding
lights?

@tore ctturttitist
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Let Him Inn:
Creating Space for Jesus in Your Heart

"While they wene theu, the time came for the lm,lu’ to
be Lo'm,, and she gauve binth to hen ii'ut orn, G Aon. She
umaf.tpedl him in cloths and place im in G manger,
because there was no r,uut noom cuailable 404 them.
Luke 2:6-7
In the heart of the Christmas namative lies a poignant detai, the resounding
confimation echoing a “No Vacancy” sign. As Mary and Joseph sought refuge, the
inn doors were closed to them, leaving them with no choice but to find shelter in a
humble stable. ifs a reminder that, at times, our lives can become so crowded that

there seems to be no room for Jesus.

Much too often, there are moments when the busyness and noise of the world leave
litfle room for the of Jesus. The inn of your heart may be filed with the
demands of daily life, the clutter of wonies, and the distractions that vie for your
attention. Yet, just as the manger became a sacred space for the amival of Christ,
you are called fo make room for Jesus in the centter of your humming life.

This Christmas season, heed the call to "Let Him Inn." Like the innkeeper, who missed
the sacred moment in Bethlehem, you may unknowingly close the door on Jesus
amid the noise of life. Yet, the Christmas story invites you to pause and reflect on your
inn, fo open the door of your heart and make room for the Savior.

Making room for Jesus is an intenttional act, a choice to prioritize His presence above
the clamor of the world. It may involve simplifying schedules, decluttering your mind,
and softening your heart. Similar to the manger cradiing the newbom King, your
heart, when interttionally prepared, becomes a sacred space for Christ to dwell.
Think about the simplicity of the stable where Jesus was born and consider
ways you can embrace a simpler and more humble approach, allowing more
space for Jesus. Focus on the activities and commitments that may need to
be reevaluated or adjusted to make space for a deeper connection with Christ.

¢ Reflect on the current state of the "inn" of your heart. What
occupies the space? L

¢ Are there areas of your life that may be overcrowded, leaving little
space for Jesus?

¢ How can you prepare a ‘manger” in your heart for Jesus to dwell?
* Are there aspects of your life that might be unintentionally
shutting the door on Jesus?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Shepherds' Perggectlve:

Ordinary People, Extraordinary News

"When the WIA into heauen,
the shepherds daid to one anothenr, '

and see this thing that has lemw&, which the Lord
M?W,MM&W,MWWMMAW"

Luke 2:15-16
The serene hills surrounding Bethlehem bore witness to an extraordinary event—
the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah. In the quietude of the night, the
shepherds, outwardly unremarkable, were chosen fo receive a celestial
proclamation. Angels filled the sky, and their announcement echoed through the
%ﬁigEiMQde?%E@wemul ides deep insight. For, in the
 response fo this nl ion provi insight. For, in

simplicity of their daily existence, the shepherds now found themselves fo be bearers
of extraordinary news. They could have dismissed i, attributing it to an overactive
imagination, or they could have hesitated, deeming themselves unworthy of sucha
dvine encounter. Instead, they chose faith over doubt, and urgency over
pprocrastination.
Let the shepherds'story remind you that God's extraordinary news is not reserved for
the grandioss; it is meant for every person wiling to respond with humility, faith, and
areadiness to seek and encounter the miraculous in the center of the ordinary.
Throughout the Christmas season, let the shepherds' inspire you.
Recognize that in your ordinary life, God continues to k to you, urveiing His
plans and inviting you to develop a closer relationship with Him. Like the shepherds,
you are entrusted with the extraordinary news of God's love, grace, and salvation.
The question is, how will you respond?
Think about how God uses the ordinary to affect how you see your purpose and
value. Recall a moment in your life when something ordinary became

extraordinary through a divine encounter or revelation and notice the hidden

potential in everyday aspects of your life.

¢ How does the shepherd's story inspire you to recognize the
significance of your own journey, no matter how ordinary it may seem?

¢ The shepherds hurried to find Jesus. Is there a sense of urgency in your

own pursuit of God?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Alpha and the Omega:
Trusting God's Sovereignty

") am the ﬂlpha and the @meqc, the AQinat
and the .ﬂa&t, the Beqinntnq and the Eud."
Revelation 22:13
In this verse, God declares His etemal nature, encapsulating everything from
the beginning to the end. As the Alpha and the Omega, He is not bound by
fime; rather, He govems it. The ability to find purpose and fulfilment happens
within the plan of the One who encompasses all, requiring trust in His
assurance and the acceptance that He holds every moment in His hands.

Reflect on areas of your life where you may be tempted to rely on
your own understanding rather than trusting in God's sovereign plan.
Focus on how recognizing God as the Alpha and the Omega can
bring peace to your heart. Identify areas in your life where you need
to align your will with God's will.

* Where are you currently placing your
trust?

* What areas do you struggle to fully
surrender to God?

* Consider how your perspective on future
plans and aspirations might change when
rooted in the belief in God's sovereignty.
How can this perspective bring peace and
purpose to your ambitions?
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Mary's Fiat: A Heartwarming 'Yes'
"Beholdl, ) am the servant né the .ﬂan.ce; let
it be to me accornding to your word."
Luke 1:38
In the quiet town of Nazareth, a young woman named Mary uttered a
profound 'yes" that reverberated through the comidors of etemity.
Inspiration and beauty permeate her willing acceptance of Gods plan,
forever attering the course of human history.

Try fo put yourself in Mary's shoes, a young, unmarmied woman facing an
unimaginable calling, while you consider the weight of her response. Think
of all the unfavorable comments, the deeply wounding ridicule that Mary
knowingly would encounter. Yet, she responded not with fear or hesitation
but with surender.
Whether or not you see it, the call to say "yes" manifests in various arenas of
your life, urging you to trust that Godls purpose is infricately entangled in the
foundation of our sfories.
Consider the weight of Mary's "yes," and the crucial implications that followed.
Compare Mary’s willingness to surrender to your perspective of trust and
obedience. Just as Mary willingly embraced God's plan, examine the corners of
your existence where God's leading awaits your response. [dentify areas of

hesitation or doubt you have regarding trusting God's plan. Clarify practical steps
to respond with a resounding "yes" when God calls.
* Reflect on a time when you felt God
prompting you to respond with surrender.
How did that experience shape your faith?
¢ How can you echo Mary's words, "Let it be to
me according to your word."
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The Heart of Giving: God's Generosity
“Thanks be to God fon his
indescribable r,i,ﬂt!”
2 Corinthians 9:15
Between the twinkling lights and festive joy of Christmas, we are called to the
heart of giving, typifying Gods unparalleled generosity. Gods gift of His Son
stands as the pinnacle of generosity, a symbol of divine love and sacrifice.
God's generosity is a revelation of His heart that surpasses mere action and
manifests as a demonstration of His love. During the Christmas season, you
have ample opportunity to reflect the heart of God, offering not just material
gifts but a piece of your own heart. The challenge is clear: to make Christmas
aseason not just of receiving but of abundant giving.

Explore any emotions that are stirred when you ruminate about God's gift.
Consider the depth of God's generosity and focus on how it influences your
perspective on giving. Go beyond the exchange of presents and clarify how
you can be generous with your time, resources, and love. Reflect on the
enduring joy that accompanies selfless giving. Explore strategies for sustaining
amindset of generosity throughout the year, seeking opportunities to give
without expecting reciprocation.

¢ How does reflecting on God's indescribable
gift inspire you to be more generous in your
own giving?

¢ How can you visibly express God's generosity
in your interactions with others?

¢ How can you incorporate a spirit of
generosity into your Christmas traditions?

@torrance_churchofchrist

The Gift of Immanuel: A Presence
that Heals

“The virgin wi l conceive and give binth

6 a don, an ey will ca im
Immanuel (whllch meani '(;mﬂ with u&')."
Matthew 1:23

The Christmas season is a remarkable fime to reflect on the great significance
and truth nestled in the name Immanuel - "God with us." The promise fulfiled in
the birth of Jesus brings a powerful message: God desires to be present with His
people. This declaration offers a soothing balm to your soul, reminding you that
God, in His infinite love and mercy, chose not to remain distant but to draw
nearer to you in the most benevolent way possible.

Immanuels presence is a presence that heals. Just as a comforting touch can
soothe aching wounds, the presence of God can mend human frailties. In times
of loneliness, anxiety, or despair, you are not left to navigate life's challenges
dlone. Immanuel is with you, offering solace and restoration. In moments of
sorrow, His presence brings joy; in times of confusion, His presence brings clority.
As you approach the manger in awe and wonder, dlso approach God with
open hearts, ready to receive the gift of Immanuel. Cany the assurance that
Immanuel is walking alongside you, offering hedling and wholeness to every
aspect of your life. Let his healing presence bring you comfort, restoration, and a
renewed sense of hope.

Identify specific instances where you have experienced His healing touch.
Reflect on the concept of God's presence bringing not just comfort but
complete restoration and wholeness.

* What areas of your life do you recognize brokenness or a
need for healing? How can you invite the healing presence
of Immanuel into those areas?

¢ How intentional are you in recognizing and acknowledging
God's presence in your daily life? How can a heightened
awareness of Immanuel's presence bring healing to your
perspective and actions?
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Christmas Greetings:
Spread the Message of Love

"Dean tmian&&, dince QG& s0 loved ui, we
alioc ought o love one ancthenr.
1John 4M

Christmas is a season adomed with lights, laughter, and love. In the middle
of the festivities, there exists a unique opportunity to spread cheer, hope,
and encouragement by answering the calling to love one another, just as
God loves each and every one of us. The warmth of a smile, the sincerity in
our words, and the kindness in our actions all bear the potential to
exemplify Christ's message of selfless and unconditional love. Impregnated
with warmth and joy, the spirit of the season invites you to reflect on the
monumental impact your actions and words can have in conveying the
love of Christ.

Consider the impact of intentional and uplifting messages on those around
you. Think about small gestures that carry profound significance,
embodying the true spirit of Christmas.

* In what practical ways can your actions
reflect the love of Christ?

* Reflect on the people in your life who may
need a message of hope and
encouragement. How can you reach out to
them and share the love of Christ during this
season?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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The Call of Christ:
Responding to Divine Invitation
"Come to me, all you who are weary and

Lun&ene&, and ) will give you neat."
Matthew 11:28
Christ's birth extends a universal invitation brimming with compassion, unity,
and love, inviting each soul to find true rest and fulfilment in His everasting
presence. Accepting His invitation with an open and wiling heart opens
the door for His love to become a source of strength in times of weakness,
His grace a compassionate touch, and His profound power a beacon of
hope offering solace and renewal. This ongoing communion with Christ
franscends religious boundaries, providing relief and redemption to all who

seek a deeper connection with the divine.

Reflect on areas of your life where you carry burdens and weariness.
Consider how regular Bible study plays a role in the acceptance of His
invitation. Consider practical ways to include moments of rest into your
daily routine, and focus on how you can create spaces for quiet reflection,
prayer, and communion with Christ.

e Are there areas in your life where you feel disconnected
or restless? What burdens or weariness do you currently
carry that can be surrendered to Christ?

How might a closer relationship with Christ bring a sense
of rest and purpose?

How can you surrender your burdens to Christ daily?

In moments of difficulty, how might you lean on Christ's
love and grace to find strength and resilience?

When praying, what words of surrender, gratitude, or
longing can you express to Him in response to His
invitation for you to find rest in Him?

Reflect on the joy and rest you've found in responding to
Christ's call. How can you share this invitation with others,
encouraging them to experience the rest that comes from
a relationship with Jesus?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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Christmas Eve Reflection:

A Night of Wonder

"Suddenly o great company of the
eauenlq hout apf.eanecﬂ with the angel,
pnaid,in:; Qo& and daying, 'leuf to CGo
in the higheut ha@aen, and on eant
peace to thoie on whom his {avor neats.
Luke 213-14
As the air becomes charged with wonder, the world hushes into a
sacred stillness. In the quiet moments leading to the celebration of
Christ's birth, anticipation hangs like a soft glow. As you bask in the
serenity, rekindle your childlike wonder at the miracle of Christmas,
reminiscing on the proclamation that marked the intersection of heaven
and earth, the divine and the human. Let this Christmas Eve be more
than a prelude to the day ahead. May it be a night of reflection,
wrapping yourself in the wonder that surrounds the birth of our Savior,
and carrying that wonder info a season of joy, peace, and gratitude.

Identify specific elements of the Christmas narrative that evoke awe and
wonder in your heart. Reflect on ways to rekindle the wonder of Christmas in
your heart, explore practical ways to carry the sense of wonder from
Christmas Eve into your daily life, and mull over how this spirit can shape
your interactions, gratitude, and overall perspective. Express gratitude for
the peace that comes through the gift of Christ.

* Reflect on the angelic proclamation, "Glory to God in the highest
heaven." How can you actively join in praising God?

Consider the traditions, sights, and sounds that fill your Christmas
Eve. How do these moments contribute to the overall sense of
wonder and anticipation?

Imagine yourself as one of the shepherds on that holy night. How
would you have responded to the heavenly proclamation?

How can you carry the spirit of wonder from Christmas Eve into the
rest of the holiday season and beyond?

How can you slow down and embrace the sense of wonder that
Christmas Eve brings?

@torrance_churchofchrist
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. The Gift of Love:
Mankind’s Ultimate Christmas Present

"This is how God showed his love among us:
e den i4 one and suly Son into the wonld
al we mith live thmauq im."
1John 4:9

From the quiet humility of the manger fo the awe-filled hearts of shepherds,
love permeates the story of Chrisf's birth. The layers of God's love are rich
with compassion, humility, inclusivity, protection, sacrifice, and the promise
of eterndl life.

! ion-Divine Pr in H ity: The very act of God becoming
incamate in the form of a human, Jesus, demonstrates a layer of love. The
Creator entering His creation, experiencing human joys and struggles,
exemplifies a love that seeks intimate connection.

Humble Arrival in Bethlehem: The choice of a humble setting, a stable in
Bethlehem, for the birth of the Savior emphasizes sacrificial and
approachable love. God's love doesn't demand grandeur but delights in
meeting us in the simplicity of our lives.

Announcement to the Shepherds: The shepherds, considered lowly in
society, were the first to hear of Jesus' birth. This choice reflects a love that
doesn' discriminate, showcasing that His love is for everyone, regardless of
status or background.

Magi and the Gift of Worship: The arrival of the Magi, bringing gifts and
bowing in worship, symbolizes the universality of God's love. These wise men
from the East show that God's love transcends cultural boundaries and is a
gift for all nations.

Protection in Escape to Egypt: The escape of the Holy Family to Egypt fo
avoid Herod's massacre demonstrates a protective, nurturing love. God's love
shields and guides, and provides refuge.

Suffering and Redemption: The ultimate layer of love in the Christmas story
is the redlization that Jesus, born to save, would also suffer for the redemption
of humanity. The manger points fo the cross, highlighting a love that endures
suffering for the sake of salvation.

Gift of Eternal Life: Jesus' arival grants the gift of etemal life through Him.

Take your time to reflect on the layers of God's love manifested in
the birth of Christ, marveling at the extravagant sacrifice He made.




