
014  

Welcome to First Pres! We are so glad you are here today. First Pres is 
an exciting faith community in which to live out your Christian 
discipleship. If you are a first time visitor, please take a moment to see 
one of the greeters on your way out for a special visitor gift. They will 
also be glad to answer any questions you might have.   

We celebrate your participation in worship today. Please 
take a moment to register your attendance using the QR 
code here.  

Interested in Joining First Pres? If you are considering 
church membership, please speak with a minister following worship. 
You may also call the church office at 817.335.1231 to speak with Chris 
Bartley (Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  
Children of all ages are a welcome blessing in worship! Children are 
invited to worship with their families. Parents, ask an usher for a worship 
bag full of activities to keep children engaged. Members, having children 
in worship is a gift and sign that our congregation is growing. Please 
welcome children and offer parents a smile of encouragement. 

Stephen Ministry cares for people in crisis or transition. For more 
information, contact the Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz in the church office, 
817.335.1231 ext. 264. 

Large print bulletins and personal sound systems are available from 
an usher. 

Our in-person and online congregations share worship together. This 
service may be livestreamed or recorded. Your image (photos and 
video) may appear on our Facebook page, YouTube channel, and our 
website. Questions about this policy? Please email 
communications@fpcfw.org. 

The flowers in the Chancel are given in loving memory of Lewis S. 
Stripling from Carol Stripling, Kristen Stripling Ariola and Elizabeth 
Stripling. 

Offerings can be given by using the envelopes in the 
worship spaces and placing your gift in the offering plate or 
using the QR code here to give online. 

 
 
First Pres is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Learn more about our denomination by visiting 
www.pcusa.org. 
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Pastor/Head of Staff   The Rev. Dr. Brian Coulter 
Senior Associate Pastor   The Rev. Dr. Michael Waschevski 
Associate Pastor    The Rev. Dr. Robyn Michalove 
Associate Pastor for Youth  The Rev. Dr. Josh Stewart 
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care  The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
Director of Music/Organist  Dr. Ahreum Han Congdon 
Music Associates     Rebecca Sawyer, Laura Collins 
Associate Organist & Choral Assistant Brent McCartney 
Director of Children’s Ministry   Ann Nielsen 
Engagement Coordinator Eric Varnon 
Senior Director of Engagement & Programs  Chris Bartley 
Young Adult Ministry Coordinator Laura Catherine Davidson 
A/V Engineer Russ Knight 
Digital Content Producer Felix Oyola 
Liturgist     Carol Adcock 
 
Ministers: The Entire Congregation 
Partner Congregations in Cuba: Buen Pastor, Resurrection,  
and Cidra Presbyterian Churches 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20TH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday, October 11, 2026  |  11 a.m.  
 
 
 

 
.



Gathering in God’s Name 
Prelude But Now I See Richard A. Williamson 

Use the prelude to make the transition from getting here to being here. 
Open yourself to the Spirit of God moving in our midst. 

Welcome, Greeting and Announcements Ashley Drake Mertz 

Please pass the Ritual of Friendship book down your row  
and back to the aisle during worship in order to greet one another by name. 

*Call to Worship Carol Adcock 

 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
** Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had 
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God. 

 Teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
Have compassion on your servants! Satisfy us in the morning 
with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad 
all our days. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us. Let us worship God! 
  (from Psalm 90) 

*Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 366 

*Call to Confession   

*Prayer of Confession 

 Living God, like Jonah, we nurse our anger and guard our comfort. 
We have written off neighbors and enemies as lost causes. We 
have turned away from people who are confused, wounded, and 
wandering, and from the creatures of your earth that suffer beside 
them. We have measured the worth of others by our own 
convenience. We hold on to what is dead and no longer serves us 
or you: old grudges, old fears, old certainties, the sins of the past 
we will not forgive, and the divisions we have buried but will not 
leave in the grave. We build monuments to what is gone and fail to 
see the life you are raising up among us.   

 Forgive us, merciful God. Soften our hard hearts and shrink our 
small loyalties, so that we might love what you love, in the name 
of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen. 

Kyrie Lord, Prepare Me 701 

* The congregation may stand.  ** Words in bold are read in unison 

*Assurance of Pardon 

 Friends, God does not leave us in our anger and pain sitting 
outside the city. Rather, God comes to us, asking us questions 
meant for healing. Our sins are forgiven. Be at peace. 

  Thanks be to God! 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

*The Peace  

Please share the peace with those around you by saying, 
“The peace of Christ be with you,” and responding, “And also with you.” 

*Gloria Patri Glory Be to the Father 581 

Encountering God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination   

First Lesson (page 861, Old Testament) Jonah 4.9-11 

Children’s Moment   

 Jesus Loves Me! 188 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

TEXT: Stanza 1, Anna Bartlett Warner, 1859; stanza 2, David Rutherford McGuire, 1971. 

Second Lesson (page 25 New Testament) Matthew 22.31-32 

Sermon “the GOD of JONAH” Brian Coulter 

Responding to God’s Word 
*Hymn O for a World 372 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Michael Waschevski 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings  

 Offertory Sing to the Lord a New Song Martin Ellis 
 Chancel Choir 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things, 
 his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

 He has remembered his love, his faithfulness for Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 Shout for joy, sing a new song all the earth! 
 Make music to the Lord with lute and harp, the sound of singing. 

 With trumpets, blast the ram’s horn! 
 Shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

Sing to the Lord a new song. Let the sea resound and everything in 
it, let the mountains sing together for joy!  
Sing a new song all ye lands!  

*Doxology    Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below; 
praise God above ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication   

Going in God’s Name 
*Hymn The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound 766 

*Benediction   

*Sung Amen  601 

Postlude Gaudemus in Musica John S. Dixon 


