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First Sunday at First Pres: September 13

Let’s kick off a new season of ministry and mission together as we head into falll Sunday, September 13, marks the return
of our full lineup of programming for all ages. First Pres offers a variety of opportunities for reading and studying the Bible,

enrichment, and building relationships. Learn more about the many upcoming opportunities throughout this issue.

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL

Beginning Sunday, September 13, twelve adult Church
School classes will meet to study and support adults in
nurturing their faith and discipleship. Classes meet from
10-10:45 a.m. each week and are led by an outstanding
faculty of members, staff, and friends of First Presbyterian
Church. Bible study, faith formation, and contemporary
issues in church and society form the curriculum. For more
information, visit fpcfw.org/adulted or contact the Rev. Dr.
Michael Waschevski in the church office (817.335.1231 or
michaelw@fpcfw.org).

CHILDREN

We're excited for another year of Children’s Ministry!
Each Sunday morning, children ages 2 through 5th grade
gather in their Church School classrooms from 10-10:45
a.m. We're grateful for the opportunity to partner with
you as your children grow in faith, build meaningful
relationships, and discover more about God's story. For
more information, contact Ann (anielsen@fpcfw.org or
817.335.1231, ext. 232).

YOUTH

We're pumped to launch a new season of Youth Group!
Lots of ways to connect for students in middle school
(grades 6-8) and high school (grades 9-12)! Youth Church
School classes meet every Sunday from 10-10:45 a.m. -
middle school meets in Room 109, and high school gathers
in the Youth Center. Our weekly Youth Group meets on
Sunday evenings with middle school from 4:30-5:30 p.m.,
followed by dinner from 5:30-6 p.m., and high school from
6-7 p.m. Wednesday night High School Bible Study is back,
starting September 16, from 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Josh’s house.
Confirmation Class for 8th grade students (and any high
schoolers who have not had a Confirmation experience
yet) begins January 24. For more information, contact Josh
(josh@fpcfw.org or 817.3351231, ext. 251).

ALL CHURCH LUNCH

Kick off the season with an All Church Lunch on
Sunday, September 13 at 11:30 a.m. in the Great Hall with
entertainment by the Salt Creek Bluegrass Band. Enjoy a
delicious meal, reconnect with friends, and look ahead to
meaningful opportunities for growth and community.

FALL PREACHING SERIES

What if Jonah’s story is not primarily about a prophet
who runs from God, but about a God whose mercy outruns
our expectations?

Beginning September 13 and concluding October 18 with
special guest preacher Rabbi Sharon Brous, we'll explore
“The God of Jonah: Mercy Moves Fast” Through Jonah's
flight, prayer, preaching, frustration and transformation,
we'll discover a God who pursues us when we flee, awaits
us when we pray, works through us when we try, stretches
us when we resist and amazes us with patience and
persistence.

This series reminds us that God’s mercy is faster than
our fear and reaches farther than we ever imagined.
Through every storm and every second chance, God
remains present, compassionate and ready to meet us.

Whether you are encountering Jonah'’s story for the first
time or returning to it with fresh questions, come discover
a mercy that pursues, restores and transforms.



Pastor’s Letter

Dear friends,

Throughout all
of Scripture, God
is known by many
names. God is the
God of Abraham,
the God who makes
promises and
keeps covenant. God is the God of
Sarah, the God who brings laughter
out of impossibility. God is the God
of Jacob, the God who wrestles with
schemers and strivers and somehow
refuses to let them go. God is the God
of Moses, the God who hears the cries
of people in bondage and leads them
toward freedom. And this fall at First
Pres, we are going to spend some
time with another description of God:
The God of Jonah.

This fall, we are going to journey
through the entire book of Jonah
together. It is a wonderfully strange
little book filled with storms and
sailors, prayers and prophets, a
giant fish, an enormous city, a fast-
growing plant, a hungry worm, and
even some confused cattle. But for
all the attention the fish gets, Jonah
really isn't a story about a fish. And
I am increasingly convinced it isn't
primarily a story about a prophet who
runs away from God either. Jonah is
a story about a God whose mercy
outruns human expectations.

Jonah runs away as God pursues.
Jonah sinks, however, God provides.
Jonah reluctantly tries, yet God works
through him anyway. Jonah gets
angry because God is too merciful
while God patiently stays with Jonah
even in the midst of that anger. Over
and over again, Jonah discovers that

God's mercy moves fast. Much faster
than he does.

And if we are willing to be truthful,
there is probably a little Jonah in
all of us. We know something about
running. We know something about
resisting. We know something about
wanting God to be gracious to us
while being a little less certain about
God's grace for others. Yet through
every storm, every detour, and every
second chance, Jonah introduces us
to a God whose patience is persistent
and whose mercy stretches further
than we ever imagined.

We are especially excited that
during the sixth week of this series
we will welcome Rabbi Sharon Brous
to join us in worship. Her presence
will give us a wonderful opportunity
to encounter this ancient Jewish text
alongside an amazing Jewish teacher
and friend and to think together
about the questions of mercy, justice,
repentance, and our shared life with
God that Jonah continues to raise.

So this fall, come meet Jonah. Not
the cartoon character with the whale.
The complicated prophet who runs
and prays and preaches and pouts.

And, even more importantly, come
encounter Jonah's God — the God who
pursues us when we flee, awaits us
when we pray, works through us when
we try, stretches us when we resist,
and continually amazes us with that
divine patience and persistence.

Grace & Peace,

-

Submissions

Submissions for the next issue
of the Penn Street Letter are
due Wednesday, September

23. Submissions for the weekly
Penn Street Online emailed
newsletters are due the
Wednesday prior to each week’s
issue. Have photos or a story
idea you'd like to share? Scan
the QR code here to submit!

Follow Us

Do you follow First Pres on
social media? Find us on the
following sites and follow
along for photos, reminders,
encouragement, and more!

n @firstpresfw
1
@firstpres_fw

m @fpcfw
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published monthly by First
Presbyterian Church, 1000 Penn
Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102-
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usic & Arts at First Pres:
Opportunities for Every Age!

At First Pres, we believe in nurturing creativity, building
community, and growing faith through music and the arts.
This fall, we're excited to offer a wide range of opportunities
for children and youth to explore their talents, connect with
peers, and participate in worship in meaningful ways.

Youth Music Opportunities (Grades 6-12)

*  Youth musicians can join the Youth Choir on Sundays
from 3:30-4:30 p.m., and participate in Middle School
Bells (3-3:30 p.m.) or High School Bells (4:30-5:30 p.m.).
Additional opportunities include playing in a Youth
Band or Fellowship Ensemble, leading worship through
solos or group singing, participating in VBS or mission
trips, and even developing guitar or vocal skills with
Laura Collins.

«  Want more info? Contact Laura Collins (lcollins@fpcfw.
org) or Becca Sawyer (rsawyer@fpcfw.org).

First Pres Kids Arts & Music (Ages 2-5th Grade)
We offer engaging, age-appropriate music experiences for
children starting as young as 2 years old!

e Ages 2-4: Music Time is part of the weekly Church School
class, where children sing simple songs of faith and
explore instruments with Becca Sawyer.

* Ages 4-1st Grade: The Younger Children’s Choir meets
weekly after Children’s Time in 11 a.m. Worship. They
sing in worship three times a year and enjoy games,
instruments, and art activities that build musical and
spiritual foundations.

e Grades K-3: Church School Chapel Singers gather weekly
at 10:35 a.m. in the Chapel to build community through
singing together, to learn songs of faith, and prepare for
worship participation.

* Grades 2-5: Children’s Choir & Bells meets in three
seasonal sessions from 12:10-2 p.m. with lunch included
each week.

- Session 1(September 13-27): Singin 9 a.m.
worship on October 4.
Session 2 (October 18-November 8): Sing for 11
a.m. worship on November 15.
Session 3 (January 24-February 28): Sing for 11 a.m.
Worship on March 7.

For more information about First Pres Kids Arts & Music,
contact Laura Collins (lcollins@fpcfw.org) or Becca Sawyer
(rsawyer@fpcfw.org).

SEPTEMBER
Calendar Highlights

Below are some highlights of special events happening in
September. For a complete ‘calendar, visit fpcfw.org.

SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
8 a.m. Worship in the Chapel

9a.m. Worship in the Great Hall
10 a.m.  Church School for all Ages (begins Sept. 13)
11 am. Worship in the Sanctuary & Livestream

11:20 a.m. Younger Children's Choir (begins Sept. 13)
12:10 p.m. Older Children's Choir (begins Sept. 13)

115 p.m.  Children's Bells (begins Sept. 13)

2 p.m. Spiritual Formation Enneagram Series (begins Sept. 13)
3 p.m. Immigration & Faith Class (Sept. 13, 20, 27)

3 p.m. Middle School Bells (begins Sept. 13)

3:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal (begins Sept. 13)

4:30 p.m. High School Bells (begins Sept. 13)

4:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group (begins Sept. 13)
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Dinner (begins Sept. 13)

6 p.m. High School Youth Group (begins Sept. 13)

MONDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
6:30 a.m. Men's Bible Study
9a.m. Formula & Diaper Ministry at Community Crossroads
9a.m. Hot Breakfast & Choice Pantry
at Community Crossroads
11:20 a.m. Busy Women's Bible Study
11:30 a.m. Clothing & Sack Lunch Distribution
at Community Crossroads
3-6 p.m. Cooling Station Open at Community Crossroads
(ends Sept. 17)
3 p.m. Room in the Inn
6 p.m. Fellowship Ensemble Rehearsal

WEDNESDAYS IN SEPTEMBER

10:45 a.m. Bible In Depth (begins Sept. 9)

11:30 a.m. Food & Clothing Ministry at Community Crossroads

11:30 a.m. Sack Lunch Distribution at Community Crossroads

3-6 p.m. Cooling Station Open at Community Crossroads
(ends Sept. 17)

5:30 p.m.  WOW! Worship and Dinner at Community Crossroads

6 p.m. Grace Notes Rehearsal

7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

7:30 p.m. High School Bible Study (begins Sept. 16)

THURSDAYS IN SEPTEMBER

11:30 a.m. Food & Clothing Ministry at Community Crossroads

11:30 a.m. Sack Lunch Distribution at Community Crossroads

3-6 p.m. Cooling Station Open at Community Crossroads
(ends Sept. 17)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
5:30 p.m.  WOW! 20th Anniversary Banquet & Celebration

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4-MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
All Church Retreat at Mo-Ranch

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Church offices, Early Education Center & Community Crossroads
closed for Labor Day holiday

WWW.FPCFW.ORG 3



Be Inspired

This popular course is offered Wednesday mornings
from 10:45-11:45 a.m. in Room 235 and by Zoom. Led by the
Rev. Dr. Michael Waschevski, a book of the Bible is studied
verse by verse. Throughout the study participants grow
in their understanding of scripture and its application to
their daily life of faith. The fall session begins
on Wednesday, September 9 with a study of
Matthew.

Register by scanning the QR code here or by
contacting Deneice Allen in the church office
(dallen@fpcfw.org; 817.335:1231 ext. 261).

FIRST PRES ON THE MOVE

First Pres on the Move invites people of all ages to
explore the Nelson Mandela Exhibition at the African
American Museum in Dallas on Saturday, September 19.
The day includes a docent-led tour, transportation from
the church, and lunch following the museum
visit. Meet at First Pres at 9:30 a.m. for a 9:45
a.m. departure, with a return around 2 p.m.
Museum admission is $10 for ages 19-64 and
$5 for ages 18 and under and ages 65+. Scan
the QR code here to register.

FOUR WEEK ENNEAGRAM COURSE

The Enneagram is an ancient tool for spiritual growth.
Beginning September 13, Carol Toombs and Karen Hosch
will lead a four-week class, The Spiritual Dimensions
of the Enneagram, as part of The School of Spiritual
Formation, meeting Sundays from 2-4 p.m. in Room 236.
Participants will learn spiritual practices that support
growth within each Enneagram type and will receive a
notebook of disciplines and exercises to continue their
development beyond the class. Participants must know
their Enneagram Type/Number. Previous attendance
in Growing Healthier in Your Number is helpful but
not required. Learn more and register at fpcfw.org/
spiritualformation or contact Keri (817.335.1231 or
kcasciari@fpcfw.org).

READ THE BIBLE IN 9 MONTHS

Over the past several years, hundreds of adult members
and friends of First Presbyterian Church have completed
the Reading the Bible in 9 Months program developed by
Sr. Associate Pastor Michael Waschevski. Daily readings
from September — May are arranged in such a way that
the connections between the books of the Bible and the
overarching themes and story cycles of scripture come
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together to reveal the unity of the Bible.

The reading plan is now available at fpcfw.org/rbom. If
you would like to receive a copy by email, please reach out
to Deneice in the church office (dallen@fpcfw.org).

FIRST CONNECTIONS BEGINS SEPT. 13

The First Connections class is an opportunity for
new members and guests to learn about First Pres and
opportunities for discipleship and connection. Even if you
have been at First Presbyterian for a while, you're invited
to join for a refresher, and enjoy getting to know our new
members and guests. Everyone is invited!

+ September 13 | Discipleship at First Pres

« September 20 | Tour of Penn Street Campus

« September 27 | Meet the Pastoral Staff

« October 4 | Spiritual Formation & Stewardship
« October 11 | Tour of Community Crossroads

Come for one or all five! It's a great way to
take your next step at First Pres. Register with
the QR code here. Questions? Call the church
office (817.335.1231) or contact Chris Bartley
(chartley@fpcfw.org).

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP

Come hang out with your church family for a fun, family
camping trip during Fall Break, October 9-11 at Caddo Lake!
This highly rated and coveted camping spot boasts the
only naturally occurring lake in Texas, lush foliage, and
diverse wildlife. We'll be camping for two nights, but if any
families are not up for an “in tents” camping experience,
you're still encouraged to consider lodging nearby and/
or joining us for the daytime activities, including hiking,
exploring, meals, and more! Please note: Children
participants (grades K-5) and any youth
student lodging offsite must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian. Register using the
QR code here by October 4. Contact Josh
(josh@fpcfw.org) or Ann (anielsen@fpcfw.
org) with any questions!

WANT TO SERVE ON A CHURCH COMMITTEE?

First Pres Committees are seeking dedicated individuals
with a variety of gifts and talents to serve in 2027 and
beyond. Scan the QR code to access an online form where
you can nominate yourself or someone you know. The
form includes a brief description of each
committee and its role.

Questions? Contact Judith Kinser, Chair
of the First Pres Nominating Committee, at
kinserjudith@gmail.com.




Engage the World

SUPPORT UKIRK CAMPUS MINISTRY AT TCU

As TCU students return this fall, many will seek a church
home and meaningful community. With 11,000+ students just
three miles away, First Pres can welcome them and connect
them with the intergenerational UKirk TCU PC(USA) campus
ministry. If you see someone college-aged, introduce yourself
and invite them to complete a Narthex referral
card so Campus Minister Sarah can follow up.
You can also support this ministry by signing
up to provide a meal for UKirk's Wednesday
gatherings on the TCU campus by scanning the
QR code here. Thank you for helping students
find connection, faith, and belonging.

UKIRK TCU FAMILY WEEKEND LUNCH

UKirk would like to welcome TCU students,
families, alumni, and friends this TCU Family
Weekend! We have a special lunch planned at
First Pres on Sunday, September 20 at 12 p.m.
in the Great Hall. To register for the lunch,
scan the QR code here. To learn more about
UKirk, visit ukirktcu.org.
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IMMIGRATION & FAITH CLASS

You're invited to Immigration and Faith: a
4-week class that facilitates holy and healthy
dialogue around immigration, a topic that
is intricately linked with our Christian faith.
Sundays, August 30, September 13, 20, 27
from 3-4:30 p.m. in Room 238. There will
also be a special class on Sunday, October
4 at 3 p.m. with Rev. Dr. John Nelsen from Tres Rios Border
Foundation. Scan the QR code here to register.

MENTOR THIS FALL WITH ACADEMY 4

First Pres is excited to partner with Academy 4 at
Morningside Elementary (2601 Evans Ave,, 76104) this fall.
Academy 4 connects fourth graders with caring mentors who
meet one Friday afternoon each month, building meaningful,
supportive relationships.

After serving with about 40 mentors at our previous school,
we hope to double that number to meet the need. We also
need volunteers to lead one of nine monthly Spark Clubs.
Curriculum is provided, and no expertise is required. Learn
more at academy4.org/mentor.

g ‘.':‘ All are invited to The Great Banquet
JRC celebrating 20 years of

WGIW!
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The Sandwich Generation:
Caring for yourself while supporting
children & aging parents

As parents, we have kids under our watch, and many
times, we are also called upon to care for and support our
aging parents. Dr. Katherine Woods, Staff Psychologist at The
Center, will provide insight and tips for managing the stress
that can come with the demands of being in the middle
of loved ones needing our attention. Sponsored by the
Congregational Care Committee, this event will be held on
Sunday, October 25, from 12-2 p.m. in Room
235 with lunch included.

Register by scanning the QR code
here. Questions? Contact Pastor
Ashley (adrakemertz@fpcfw.org) or
817.3351231, ext. 264.

June Session Highlights

First Presbyterian Church’s Session met on Sunday, August
16. Highlights from that meeting included the following items:

Received 2nd Quarter Investments Report.

Received Ministry Motivation Report on Mission
on the Move.

Endorsed the application of Alejandro Salazar to
become an Inquirer with Grace Presbytery.

people first at

First Pres

Each month we'll highlight First Pres staff team updates.

SEPTEMBER SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES

We celebrate the following members of our team on their
years of faithful service with First Pres:

Chris Bartley, Senior Director, Engagement &
Programs, 8 years

Jayne McFarland, Ministry Assistant, 33 years

Robyn Michalove, Associate Pastor, Mission & Family
Ministry, 22 years

Christina Rains, Lead Teacher (Infants), 10 years

Michael Waschevski, Senior Associate Pastor, 27 years
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Finish the Story with Busy
Women'’s Bible Study This Fall

Busy Women'’s Bible Study returns this fall as we
complete our 5-year journey through the Old Testament
with an engaging look at 1and 2 Kings alongside the
prophets. Studying Scripture through historical, biblical, and
geographical lenses, we enjoy rich discussion, meaningful
fellowship, and optional homework that many choose to
embrace. This unique study allows us to encounter the
prophets in real time - reading their words within the story of
Kings and witnessing prophecy unfold - while also exploring
the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles of Israel.

Now in our 24th year, this welcoming group has encouraged
countless women in their faith, reminding us that time in
God's Word is never wasted. We resume regular meetings
Mondays, September 14 through November 16, from 11:15
a.m.=12:30 p.m. in Room 238 (bring your lunch!). All are
welcome. For more information, contact Lisa Waldron at
817.239.3807.

Salt and Light
DENTAL CLINIC

HIRING

Help us launch a brand new,
high-tech dental clinic
providing 100% free care to
Tarrant County’s underserved
neighbors. This role starts
during our construction
phase, a rare chance to help
shape the clinic before it
reopens.



Joys & Concerns

The following prayer concerns are
those we have received as of August
20, 2026. In an effort to respect the
privacy of those listed below, names
are only printed once permission
from the individual is obtained. Are
you in the hospital or dealing with

an illness? Let us know by contacting
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care Rev.
Ashley Drake Mertz=. Let us keep the
following persons in our thoughts and
prayers this month...

With joy we celebrate. ..

The birth of Foster Brian Long on
August 14, 2026 to Chrissy and Jordan
Long. Foster joins big sisters, Caroline
and Emma. First Pres family members
include grandparents, Brian and
Theresa Hocker.

The birth of Graham William Melies
on July 27, 2026 to Meagan and John
Melies. Graham joins big brother,
Clifford. First Pres family members
include great-grandmother, Mary
Sommers; great-aunt and uncle, Holly
and Wes Melton; and cousins, Maggie
and Thomas.

The birth of Remi Kay Brockman on
July 18, 2026 to Anna Morris Brockman
& Luke Brockman. First Pres family
members include grandmother, Lynn
Clinkscale; great grandmother, Kay
Clinkscale; uncle, William Morris, great-
aunt, Anna Clinkscale.

Our loving sympathy to...

Family and friends of Lowell Carraway
following his death on August 7, 2026.
Surviving First Pres family members
include his sister-in-law, Ellen Byrd,;
niece and nephew, Robyn and Aaron
Michalove; and great-niece and great-
nephew, Allie and Andrew Michalove.

The family and friends of Brent
Lovelady following his death on August
6, 2026. Surviving First Pres family
member is his sister, Bevan Lovelady.

The family and friends of Grethe
Myles following her death on July 20,
2026. Surviving First Pres family member
is her sister-in-law, Mary Jane Witt.

Our loving thoughts and prayers
are with. ..

Susie Kuipers, Mark Connolly, Joan
Wright, Fred Oberkircher, Jane Mathis,
William King, Jr., Gene Colvin, Heather
Martin, Wil'lwin Chochola, Nancy Lynn
Scott, Gaylon Peyton, and Ronnie
Sherwood who are recovering from
surgery or injury. We also pray for their
caregivers.

Susan Garrett, John Pumphrey, Margo
Dean, Judy Stricklin, Roxy Sherwood,
Rachele Williams, Manning Day, Grace
Camacho, Robert and Dinah Riddle,
Tad Delgado and parents Emily and
Bryan Delgado, Larry Kinard, Fred
Wilson, Frances Blake, Phyllis Propes,
Irene Howard, Chuck Sullivan, and Karl
Travis who are dealing with illness or
undergoing treatment. We also pray for
their caregivers.

Our Caring Prayers for Extended
Family include. ..

Jax Boyd Hill (son of Dolly Hill), Shirley
Jones (wife of Harry Thorley), Cecilia
Gallegos, (wife of staff member David
Gallegos), Troy Chapman (friend of Bill
Stokes), Tim Alexander (cousin of Susie
Kuipers), Missy King (niece of Bill and
Barbara Holmes), Michele Hargrave,
wife of Blake Hargrave (First Pres staff),
Chris Austin (cousin of Sean Austin), Joel
Ballew (father of Bryan Ballew), Martha
Meador (mother of Martha Letbetter),
Lonnie Goolsby (father of Kelle Tillman),
Lucy Redrow (daughter of Leigh Ann and
Grant Redrow), Terry James (nephew of
Rachele Williams), Tahji Hoffman (great-
niece of Rachele Williams), Audrey Hart
(great-granddaughter of Bob and Jane
Trask), and Nancy Hatfield (mother of
Sarah Haddock).

Prayers for the safety of Rolf Tilley,
(son of Jaret and Katie Tilley) who is
stationed in Turkey with the U.S. Navy.
Prayers for the safety of Pape Russell
(grandson of Barbara Russell), who is
serving in the US Navy. Prayers for the
safety of Diego A. Saldivar (son of Becky
and Renee Saldivar), who is serving
in the US Navy. Prayers for the safety

of Nathan Gunter (nephew of Russell
and Vivian Norment), who is stationed
in Korea.

We pray for safety and peace for those
affected by conflict.

We pray for our partner congregations:
Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist in
Fort Worth and for the congregations
of Buen Pastor, Resurreccion, and Cidra
Presbyterian Churches in Cuba.

The Congregational Care Committee
will recognize all who have been
members of First Presbyterian Church
for at least 50 years during the 11 a.m.
worship service on Sunday, September
27.

Even if you are unable to attend, you
will be close in our hearts and prayers
as we celebrate your longevity in the
church.

Legacy Members, we ask that you
wear your Legacy lapel pin to worship.
If you need a replacement pin, contact
Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz (adrakemertz@
fpcfw.org or 817.3351231, ext. 264). We
will take a group photo of all Legacy
Members at the front of the sanctuary
immediately following worship.

Please join us on September 27 as we
celebrate these dedicated members of
our church family!
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Please join the Evangelism Work Group in welcoming
these recent new members.

Nancy & Tom MacKenzie

THE
Penn
Street
Letter

THE PODCAST

@ —_— music

- N

Apple Podcast Spotify Amazon Music

Miss a Sunday or want to revisit a message?
Our podcast makes it easy to stay connected, whether you're
catching up, reflecting again, or sharing the hope of Christ with
family and friends.




