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46th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western Louisiana 

Knowing Jesus: 

Live the Gospel. Spread the Gospel. 

Alexandria, LA 

Saturday, April 5, 2025 

8:00 AM Resolutions Committee 

9:00 AM Registration 

10:00 AM Convention Assembles 

1. Call to Order: The Rt. Rev. Jacob Owensby called the meeting to order at 10:00AM. 

The Rev. Shelley Martin, St. James, Alexandria, opened the meeting with prayer.  

 

2. Verification of Quorum: The Rev. Laurent De Prins, Chair of Credentials and 

Privileges, reported that 34 clergy are present out of 52 eligible surpassing the 26 needed 

for a constitutional quorum; 88 delegates are present out of 141 eligible surpassing the 71 

needed for a constitutional quorum; 33 congregations are present out of 42 eligible 

surpassing the 21 needed for a quorum. The Convention has the necessary representation 

in each category for a quorum.  

 

3. Election of Convention Secretary: Ms. Karen Hayward was nominated as Secretary by 

Bishop Owensby.  The Rev. Whit Stodghill seconded. Motion passed. The Bishop 

appointed Ms. Holly Davis as Assistant Secretary. 

 

4. Adoption of Rules of Order:  The Rev. Deacon Michael Parham moved to adopt the 

Rules of Order as presented.  The Rev. John Bedingfield seconded. The Convention 

concurred. 

 

5. Dispatch of Business: The Rev. Michael Bordelon, chair of the Committee on Dispatch 

of Business, moved to suspend the agenda (due to severe weather concerns). As this 

motion is coming from the committee, no second is needed. Motion passed. Changes to 

the agenda were announced. Reports not heard will be submitted in written form.  

 

6. Appointment of a Parliamentarian; Assistant Parliamentarian: The Bishop appointed 

Vice-Chancellor Andrew Texada as Parliamentarian and Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones as 

Assistant Parliamentarian. 

 

7. Introductions and Courtesies by the Bishop: 

A. Clergy Resident since the last convention: 

The Rev. Shelley Martin, Curate at St. James, Alexandria 

The Rev. Kris Paul, Rector of Trinity, Natchitoches 
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B. Members of the Standing Committee and Diocesan Council 

1. Standing Committee Terms Ending: 

The Rev. Madge McLain, President (Acadiana) 

Ms. Nancy Shaw (Lake Charles) 

 

2. Diocesan Council Terms Ending: 

The Rev. Laurent De Prins (Acadiana) 

Ms. Patti Noel (Alexandria) 

Ms. Colleen Fontenot (Lake Charles) 

Ms. Debbie Harkness (Monroe) 

Ms. Ginger Paul (Shreveport) 

 

3. New Diocesan Council Members: 

The Rev. Madge McLain (Acadiana) 

Ms. Dara Antee (Alexandria) 

Ms. Nancy Shaw (Lake Charles) 

Ms. Nancy Farley (Monroe) 

Ms. Sabra Scoggins (Shreveport) 

 

8. Minutes of the 45th Diocesan Convention: The Rev. Paul White moved and The Rev. 

Laurent De Prins seconded a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to 

accept them as presented. Motion passed. 

      

9. Elections: The Rev. John Bedingfield, Chair of the Elections Committee, presented the 

nominees to the Standing Committee and the Disciplinary Board.  

 

Fr. Bedingfield then moved that the convention elect by acclamation nominations for Ms. 

Sarah Kirkpatrick (Lafayette) and The Rev. Dr. Mitzi George (Lake Charles) to the 

Standing Committee and The Rev. Andrew Christiansen (Lake Charles) and The Rev. 

Dawnell Stodghill (Monroe) to the Disciplinary Board. No second needed. Motion 

passed.  

 

Ballots were distributed and instructions given for the election of a trustee for the 

University of the South. Nominees are The Rev. Michael Bordelon and The Rev. Kristen 

Paul.  

 

Ballots for clergy and lay nominations for 82nd General Convention in 2027 were also 

distributed. Nominees are as follow: 

  Clergy: The Rev. Michael Bordelon (Lafayette) 

               The Rev. Laurent De Prins (Opelousas) 

                          The Rev. Dr. Mitzi George (Lake Charles) 

                The Rev. John Henson (Shreveport) 

    The Rev. Rita Jefferson (Monroe) 
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     The. Rev. Thomas Nsubuga (Shreveport) 

    The Rev. Dawnell Stodghill (Monroe) 

                          The Rev. Whit Stodghill (Monroe) 

              Lay: Ms. Lacee Brown (Alexandria) 

                       Mr. Todd Colvin (Monroe) 

                       Mr. Larry Grimmett (Sulphur) 

             Ms. Karen Hayward (Monroe) 

                        Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones (Lake Charles) 

             Mr. Daniel Emanuel (Alexandria) 

             Ms. Andrea Petrosh (Shreveport) 

                        Mr. Roy Rosenthal (Alexandria) 

                        Ms. Nancy Shaw (Lake Charles) 

             Ms. Ashley Thom (Lafayette) 

 

10. Appointments by Bishop Owensby: 

A. Convention Committees (as listed in convention materials) 

1. Credentials and Privileges: 

The Rev. Laurent De Prins, chair 

The Rev. Madge McLain 

 

2. Dispatch of Business: 

The Rev. Michael Bordelon 

 

3. Courtesy:  

The Rev. Deacon Michael Parham, Chair 

The Rev. Benjamin George-Thoms 

Ms. Arielle Latiolais 

 

4. Elections:  

The Rev. John Bedingfield, Chair 

The Rev. Shelley Martin 

The Rev. Rob Harkness 

The Rev. Countess West 

Mr. Josh Brown 

Ms. Marianne White 

 

5. Resolutions:  

The Rev. Canon Suzanne Wolfenbarger, Chair 

The Rev. Michael Cannon 

The Rev. Dr. Mitzi George 

Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones 

Mr. Andrew Texada 

Ms. Courtney Smith 
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6. Necrology: 

      The Rev. Dawnell Stodghill 

 

B. Treasurer: Mr. Will Harp 

 

C. Other Appointments: 

 

Deans of Convocations: 

Acadiana: The Rev. Michael Bordelon 

Alexandria: The Rev. Rich Snow 

Lake Charles: The Rev. Paul White 

Monroe: The Rev. Rita Jefferson 

Shreveport: The Rev. Michael Cannon 

 

Diocesan Board of Trustees:  

Mr. Steve Skrivanos, Chair (2028) 

Mr. Todd Colvin (2027) 

The Rev. Mitzi George (2027) 

Mr. Larry Grimmett (2027) 

Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones (2028) 

Mr. Steve Yancey (2028) 

Mr. Foster Walker III (2028) 

 

Annual Appointments to Diocesan Council: 

The Rev. Whit Stodghill 

The Rev. Shelley Martin 

Ms. Diane Paulk 

The convention accepted by acclamation the Bishop’s appointments.  

11. Bishop Owensby’s Address to the Diocese: 

The Main Thing 

The central character of the series Lucifer was, well, Lucifer: Lucifer Morningstar to be 

exact. Still, he was Old Scratch, the Dark Lord, Beelzebub, Satan. Lucifer did his devilish 

work by looking people in the eye and asking them, “What is it you truly desire?” 

 

The Great Tempter does use our desires to lead us away from God. But that is not 

because desire is bad or wrong. On the contrary, God created humans as desiring beings. 

Desire is what animates us as spiritual beings. 

 

We have many, many desires. But within each of us there is one central desire: our desire 

for God. As Augustine famously put it, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our 

hearts are restless until they rest in you.” 

 

Pursuing our desire for God is the main thing of our lives.  
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We are meant to order all of our other desires according to how they lead us closer to or 

distance us from God. Our challenge is to remember to keep the main thing the main 

thing. In other words, we have the tendency to make something else the main thing of our 

lives. 

 

Lucifer’s game is to play on our lesser desires. Initially, he doesn’t urge us to pursue 

some obvious evil. Instead, he amplifies our desire for some lesser good. His aim is to 

nudge us toward making a lesser good into our main thing. 

 

To put this a different way, Lucifer tempts us to make something less than God into our 

god. Into our life-guiding, life-defining desire. That’s what the Bible means by idolatry: 

to devote our lives to something that isn’t truly the main thing. The Tempter’s work can 

be especially effective among us Jesus followers because it is so subtle. That’s why Jesus 

said the following: 

‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but only one who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day many will say 

to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 

your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?” Then I will declare to 

them, “I never knew you; go away from me, you evildoers.” (Matthew 7:221-23) 

 

These disciples had devoted themselves to their various ministries. They were 

accomplished prophets and exorcists and healers. And yet, Jesus calls them evildoers. 

 

The implication is that we can find ourselves in the same position. Our family, our 

political ideals, our social causes, and our works of mercy can become idols. Each of 

these can be good things, so long as we keep the main thing the main thing. Otherwise, 

we may end up making Jesus an afterthought or even treating him as a means for 

reaching something else that we desire more. 

Remember, Jesus once said: “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.” 

(Luke 14:26) Jarring, right? Well you see, the challenge is not what we’re doing but why 

we’re doing it. It’s all about keeping the main thing the main thing. 

 

Let me explain. 

 

Jesus is all about the kingdom of heaven. That’s not a place, by the way. It’s a kind of 

relationship with God beginning here and stretching into eternity. Entering the kingdom 

of heaven means to align our desires with God’s desires. To be connected and to stay 

connected to God on God’s terms. To allow our love for God to be the guiding force of 

our lives. That’s the main thing. 

 

And how do we do we that? The clue lies in what Jesus says to those hapless disciple-

wannabes: “I never knew you.” We enter the kingdom in our everyday lives through our 

personal relationship with the risen Jesus. Having a personal relationship with Jesus 
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means that we regularly encounter a living person in a way that makes us who we are and 

shapes how we navigate the varied and complex circumstances of this life. 

 

Think about Mary Magdalene’s experience at the empty tomb. Initially, she mistakes the 

risen Jesus for the gardener. She recognizes him when he speaks her name. Crucially, he 

says, “Don’t hold on to me.” In other words, “Don’t cling to your ideas of me. Open 

yourself to my living presence in your life. And our relationship will make you who you 

truly are.” That’s how Jesus keeps his promise at the Last Supper to be our friend. He 

shows up in our lives. He walks along with us through the mundane and the 

extraordinary. When we’re on a roll and when we’re downon our luck. For us, the key is 

to open ourselves to his influence. 

 

I like to use Hartmut Rosa’s concept of resonance to illustrate what I mean. In physics the 

term “resonance” describes the transfer of energy between objects. A common example is 

the interaction between tuning forks. If you put two tuning forks of the same frequency 

next to each other and then strike one of them, the second tuning fork begins to vibrate. 

 

On analogy, our relationship with Jesus shapes and guides our lives. Being near him 

moves us inwardly. It’s something like the experience of being transported by a piece of 

music or stopped in our tracks by a sunset. Our heart, our soul, our mind, even our body 

resonates with the person of the risen Christ. 

 

However, the spiritual vibrations within us are not merely involuntary reactions. We are 

not billiard balls set in motion by a collision with the cue ball. We respond intentionally. 

It’s like having that vague sense that someone is looking at us. Instead of ducking our 

heads or looking away, we decide to return the gaze. I am not only seen. I see that I am 

being seen. And so too does the Other. Our interior lives are braided together with his. 

 

Further, being braided together with Christ changes who we are. Who we are—our sense 

of self—evolves as a function of this relationship. 

Finally, it’s crucial to understand that resonance is not an achievement on our part. We 

can’t chase it down and make it happen. It’s not an achievement we could strive to attain. 

Jesus initiates it. We wait expectantly, prayerfully, faithfully and then respond to him 

breaking into our lives: like a thief in the night. 

 

Our relationship with the risen Jesus is the main thing. When we remember to keep the 

main thing the main thing, we know ourselves as the Beloved. And so, the only way to be 

true to ourselves is to respond with love for each other as Jesus has loved us. As 

Frederick Buechner writes, “To be his friends … we have to be each other's friends, 

conceivably even lay down our lives for each other. You never know.1 It is a high price to 

pay, and Jesus does not pretend otherwise, but the implication is that it's worth every 

cent.”2 

 

Jesus never promised to give us a pain-free ride on planet earth. Life is not about being 

endlessly carefree. It’s about being unguardedly, relentlessly caring. Love like this makes 
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us vulnerable to and responsive to the need and the suffering of others. It animates us to 

lead a life of what Dietrich Bonhoeffer calls costly discipleship. That kind of discipleship 

is likely to bring with it bruises to body and soul. However, love like this is also how we 

participate in a life that cannot be contained by any grave. 

 

It is this love that animates all of the Church’s authentic ministries. And I am delighted to 

report that in the Diocese of Western Louisiana Jesus’ love is breaking out all over. With 

each meeting of the Diocesan Council, I hear reports about feeding our neighbors, 

providing clothing, hosting recovery meetings, providing space for the broader 

community to walk and meditate, and supplying funds to pay for basic necessities. 

 

Crucially, I know that these ministries are expressions of our relationship with Jesus. 

Among the evidence I see is the growth in the size and number of our Education for 

Ministry groups. 

 

Spiritual Formation Challenge 

 

In my address last year, I challenged each Convocation to have at least one EfM group. 

Our Diocesan EfM Coordinator Fr. Whit Stodghill reports that four of our Convocations 

have met the challenge. 

 

Led by Fr. Whit, the Monroe Convocation group has 8 participants, two of whom will 

graduate this year (Leisa Geoghegan and Lida McGivern). 

• Shreveport’s group has 10 participants and is led by Subdean Thomas Nsubuga. 

• In Lake Charles Mtr. Mitzi George leads a group with 7 participants. 

• And last but not least, Nikki Snow leads the Alexandria group’s 11 participants. 

 
1 John 15:12-15 

2 Frederick Buechner, from Whistling in the Dark, see https://www.frederickbuechner.com/quote-of-the- 

day/2016/9/26/friends 

 

I’m renewing that challenge this year. And let’s double down on studies that deepen our 

faith. I’m challenging each and every congregation to have at least one weekly Bible 

study. Abingdon Press provides excellent resources such as Adam Hamilton’s The 

Message of Jesus and Amy-Jill Levine’s The Gospel of Mark. For video courses check 

out a subscription to Amplify Media for the congregation or for the whole convocation. 

 

If you do not yet subscribe to my Substack called The Woodlands, please do so. It’s free 

and you will receive in your email a reflection on Scripture every Friday. On each table 

there’s a QR code that can make that easier. 

 

And while I’m at it, I cannot urge you strongly enough to pray daily. Use your Prayer 

Book. The Daily Offices are rich and definitive of Anglican spirituality. The Daily 

Devotions are abbreviated versions of the Offices. To make life simple, download the 

Day-by-Day app for your phone. It’s all right there at your fingertips. 
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Racial Reconciliation 

 

Let’s turn now to the significant work we’ve been doing in the work of racial repair. Later 

today you’ll see a video entitled Connections outlining that ministry. In the meantime, I’ll 

share some specific examples: 

 

In partnership with New Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Sonia Quarters we support 

ministries like an adult literacy program. Together with Colfax Baptist Church, 

Sewanee’s Roberson Project, and the Yale Medical School’s Child Study Center, we’re 

launching an afterschool program to enhance learning for elementary-aged children. 

Finally, we’ve partnered with the UEMBA Mission Center and Rev. Floyd Kirts in their 

Christmas and Thanksgiving drives. 

 

Announcements 

 

And now for some important announcements and acknowledgements. Mark your 

calendars for a special called Convention on November 15 held entirely on Zoom. Our 

only work will be to approve the 2026 budget, so it will be short. We do this so that in 

2026 our Diocesan Conventions will be held in the fall from then on. 

 

This move is necessary because my canonically mandated resignation will occur on or 

shortly after October 30 of 2029. Moving the Annual Convention date will make space 

for us to elect my successor at an Electing Convention in the early spring of 2029. We 

can then consecrate them in November depending upon the Presiding Bishop’s calendar. 

 

Let me also give thanks to my staff both paid and volunteer: Fr. John Henson, Fr. Whit 

Stodghill, Thomas Stodghill, Mtr. Kris Paul, Canon Suzanne Wolfenbarger, Roy 

Rosenthal, Holly Davis, and Joy Owensby. Special thanks to our Treasurer Will Harp, our 

Chancellor Kyle McGinnis, and our Vice Chancellor Drew Texada. 

 

I’ll close by saying this. Being your Bishop is a tremendous honor. I am grateful to serve 

with you in the name of Jesus Christ, and I am excited to see what God will do through us 

in the next four and half years. 

 

Know that I love you. And thank you for sharing your lives and your love with me. Now, 

together, let’s keep remembering that the main thing is the main thing. God bless you and 

keep you. 

 

12. Report from the Elections Committee: The Rev. John Bedingfield, Chair, reported the 

following election result:  

 Trustee for the University of the South: The Rev. Michael Bordelon 
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15: Acknowledgement for Ministry and Service: 

A. EfM Mentors, Students, and Graduates 

The Rev. Whit Stodghill, EfM Coordinator, reported that Education for Ministry is 

in its 50th year at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. Fr. Stodghill 

noted that he began his EfM studies under then Rev. Harry Bainbridge. The 

program in Monroe is now in its tenth year; it is now in its fifth generation of 

organization. Five core practices help to form people for ministry: living in 

community; prayer and worship; theological reflection; study of Christian 

tradition; and vocational discernment. A new approach begins this year called 

EfM Wide Angle. Fr. Stodghill asked EfM participants at convention to stand and 

graduates to raise their hands. The Bishop underscored how important EfM is to 

the life of the diocese and reminded all that scholarships are available. 

 

B. Presentation of the Bishop’s Cross Award 

The Bishop recognized Grace Tatum as having received this award before it was 

named. He invited nominators to present the winners in the clergy and lay 

divisions. 

The Rev. Alston Johnson spoke of the clergy nominee’s sincere caring to all he 

encounters. He emphasized how this nominee helps clergy and lay people 

throughout the diocese and compares his efforts to one who “carries water for us” 

and as one who functions as a “tuning fork” to find understanding. Fr. Johnson 

presented the clergy award for the Bishop’s Cross to The Rev. Whit Stodghill.  

 

The Rev. Dr. Mitzi George spoke of the work necessary to pull Good Shepherd in 

Lake Charles back from chaos.  The church needed a team who loves God and 

loves church, so Mtr. Mitzi asked the lay nominee to join the team and add her 

skills to the effort. Mtr. Mitzi presented the lay award for the Bishop’s Cross to 

Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones.  

 

16. Review of 2025 Budget: Treasurer Will Harp presented the Finance Committee’s 

Proposed 2025 Diocesan Budget approved by the Diocesan Council and found online in 

convention materials. Mr. Harp first explained a broad overview and noted changes 

from 2024. Comparison charts were presented. Revenue primarily comes from 

investment income and congregational giving. Overall expenses come from diocesan 

ministry and operations and from outreach and programs which represents the majority 

of spending each year. The Diocesan Curacy Program has expanded again. We continue 

to sweep $45,000 annually into a fund for disaster relief. Last year congregations paid 

99% of their asking; in addition, every congregation for 2025 has accepted its asking. 

Mr. Harp stated that the diocese is in great shape financially. He then presented the 

motion from the Finance Committee to accept the 2025 budget. Coming from 

committee, no second was necessary. Motion passed. 
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17. Report from Elections: Following multiple ballots, The Rev. John Bedingfield, Chair, 

reported the following election results:  

Deputies for 82nd General Convention in 2027: 

  Clergy: The Rev. Michael Bordelon 

   The Rev. Dr. Mitzi George (Lake Charles) 

   The Rev. Laurent De Prins (Acadiana) 

   The Rev. Thomas Nsubuga (Shreveport) 

   The Rev. Whit Stodghill, alternate (Monroe) 

  Lay: Ms. Karen Hayward (Monroe) 

      Ms. Mary Shaddock Jones (Lake Charles) 

   Mr. Roy Rosenthal (Alexandria) 

   Ms. Nancy Shaw (Lake Charles) 

   Ms. Lacee Brown, alternate (Alexandria) 

18. Report from the Committee on Resolutions: The Rev. Canon Suzanne Wolfenbarger,    

Chair, reported that there have been no resolutions for this body to consider.  

 

Report from the 81st General Convention: The bishop said the diocesan convention 

must acknowledge the resolutions passed at the last general convention in 2024.  

The Rev. De Prins moved and Nancy Farley seconded a motion to acknowledge a reading 

of the resolutions from the 81st General Convention. Motion passed.                                                

 

The Bishop explained the polity of The Episcopal Church and the leadership that bishops 

assume in the church. The House of Bishops sets the spiritual direction of the church. The 

General Convention takes care of the business of the church. It is divided into two 

houses, which are equal orders, called the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. 

Resolutions must pass both. Most work occurs in legislative committees. Newer deputies 

observe committee work. Consent calendars may have as many as 100 resolutions on all 

kinds of things someone wants to make a statement about. Things that affect canons and 

constitution affect everybody. The real work of the church happens at the parish level. 

That’s where the money is going in our diocese and that is where we see results.  

The convention then watched the diocesan video “Connections.” The Bishop thanked all 

involved in the making of the video, and he encouraged us all to find out how we can be 

the hands and feet of Jesus in our communities.  

19. Commissioning of Diocesan Leadership: Bishop Owensby invited all diocesan 

leadership to the front where he led the convention in a commissioning service.  
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20. Noonday Prayer and meal blessing: The Rev. Benjamin George-Thoms led the 

convention in Noonday Prayer and offered a blessing for lunch.                                    

21. Closing prayers, blessing, and adjournment: Bishop Owensby closed the meeting 

with prayer and offered his blessing. He then declared the 46th Convention of The 

Episcopal Diocese of Western Louisiana adjourned at 12:27 PM. 

 

Note: A brief Standing Committee meeting convened immediately following Convention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


