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▪Textual Analysis
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▪“Love”
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Galatians 5:13-18

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. 
But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love.  For the 
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  If you bite and 
devour each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other.



Galatians 5:13-18

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh desires what is 
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary 
to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so 
that you are not to do whatever you want.  But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.



Galatians 5:19-21

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 
did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.



Galatians 5:22-25

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.
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Audience and Setting

▪Author: The Apostle Paul.
▪Date: Likely between 48–55 CE.
▪Recipients: Churches in Galatia (Asia Minor, 

modern-day Turkey), likely composed of Gentile 
converts with some Jewish members.
▪ Issue: Some Jewish-Christian teachers (often called 

“Judaizers”) were urging Gentile Christians to adopt 
Mosaic law (especially circumcision) to be fully 
accepted in God’s covenant.
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Literary Context

▪Galatians 5 is part of Paul’s practical exhortation 
after laying the foundation in chapters 1–4.

▪He argues that believers are justified by faith, not 
by works of the law (Gal. 2:16; 3:11).

▪He then contrasts two ways of living:
–According to the flesh (sinful human nature).
–According to the Spirit (God’s transforming presence).
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Textual Analysis

▪Synkrisis
–Means Comparison and is a persuasive rhetorical 

device used to juxtapose two opposing ways of life
–Must understand both lists to clearly understand the 

meaning.
–The passage draws its persuasive force by opposing 

Spirit and flesh, freedom and law, inner transformation 
and external compulsion.
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Galatians 5:19-21

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 
did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.



Galatians 5:22-25

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.
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Spirit vs Flesh

▪But…”by contrast”
–The Flesh does not produce “fruit” but rather 

produces a singular action
–The Spirit produces “fruit” and represents an ongoing 

action
–The Flesh produces many different outcomes while 

the Spirit produces consistent fruit.
–The Flesh produces chaos and the Spirit produces 

right order.



Textual Analysis



Textual Analysis

▪Virtue Catalogs



Textual Analysis

▪Virtue Catalogs
–Ancient moral philosophers, including Stoics, used 

virtue catalogs as ethical instruction. 



Textual Analysis

▪Virtue Catalogs
–Ancient moral philosophers, including Stoics, used 

virtue catalogs as ethical instruction. 
–Paul’s list would be recognizable to a Hellenistic 

audience.



Textual Analysis

▪Virtue Catalogs
–Ancient moral philosophers, including Stoics, used 

virtue catalogs as ethical instruction. 
–Paul’s list would be recognizable to a Hellenistic 

audience.
–However, it is distinct in rooting these virtues in the 

Spirit, not human effort or reason.
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▪Community Identity
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Transformation over Legalism

▪Emphasis on “fruit” expresses a new pattern 
of ethical life, replacing the law’s external 
regulation with Spirit-enabled inner renewal.



Community Identity

▪The use of a collective phrase like, “those who 
belong to Christ Jesus”, indicates this is not 
merely personal piety but a communal ethic.



Freedom and Virtue

▪Living “by the Spirit” balances Christian 
freedom with moral direction—freedom for 
virtue rather than freedom from constraint.
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Law and Freedom

▪The Galatians are urged to resist both 
legalism (law-keeping for justification) and 
antinomianism (freedom as self-indulgence).

▪Paul reframes ethical behavior as a 
Spirit-driven transformation rather than a 
legal obligation.
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The Fruit

▪Three lists of Three Fruits
–Love, Joy, Peace
–Forbearance, Kindness, Goodness
–Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control

▪Not Exhaustive, but indicative
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Love

▪Agape
–A strong positive emotion of regard and 

affection.
–The quality of warm regard for and interest in 

another, esteem, affection, regard, love (without 
limitation to very intimate relationships, and very 
seldom in general Greek of sexual attraction).

–Divine Love – Selfless, Unconditional, Sacrificial
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Old Testament

▪Agape is Greek and not in the OT

▪The best Hebrew equivalents are ahavah and 
hesed



Psalm 136

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His love endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods.
His love endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords:
His love endures forever.



Psalm 136

4 to him who alone does great wonders,
His love endures forever.
5 who by his understanding made the heavens,
His love endures forever.
6 who spread out the earth upon the waters,
His love endures forever.



Exodus 34:5-7a

Then the Lord came down in the cloud and 
stood there with him and proclaimed his name, 
the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, 
proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin.



John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.



Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.



1 Corinthians 13

If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but 
do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I 
possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I 
gain nothing.



1 Corinthians 13

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.



1 Corinthians 13

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we 
see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known.



1 Corinthians 13

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love.
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Jesus As Love

▪His Sacrificial Love on the Cross
▪Loving His Enemies
–Luke 23:34 – Father, forgive them…
▪Serving Others in Humility
–John 13 – Washing the Disciples Feet
▪Forgiveness and Restoration
–John 21:15-19 – Forgiveness of Peter



Practical 
Application



Practical Application

▪Not from ourselves, but from the Spirit



Practical Application

▪Not from ourselves, but from the Spirit

▪Know Christ more (Spiritual Disciplines)



Practical Application

▪Not from ourselves, but from the Spirit

▪Know Christ more (Spiritual Disciplines)
–Prayer, study, fasting, solitude, meditation, serving



Practical Application

▪Not from ourselves, but from the Spirit

▪Know Christ more (Spiritual Disciplines)
–Prayer, study, fasting, solitude, meditation, serving

▪Loving the lost



Practical Application

▪Not from ourselves, but from the Spirit

▪Know Christ more (Spiritual Disciplines)
–Prayer, study, fasting, solitude, meditation, serving

▪Loving the lost

▪Sacrificing time, talents, treasures for others



Q&A


