Do We Really Need Scripture? Is it Sufficient for Us?
Selected Text

Introduction

For the past several weeks, we have been looking at different questions related to the Bible. We
have considered its nature as the Word of God. We have considered its truthfulness. And we
have studied its clarity. This morning, as we close out our sermon series on the Bible and we
celebrate Palm Sunday in anticipation of Easter Sunday, we are going to consider two questions:
Do we really need Scripture? And is it sufficient for us?

Would you pray with me as we begin our study this morning...

Exposition

l. The Necessity of Scripture

While it is possible to know something about God’s character and his moral obligations on his
creation (Romans 1), the necessity of Scripture means that the Bible is necessary for our
knowledge of the gospel, for our knowledge of God’s will, and for the nourishment of our
spiritual life.

Knowledge of the Gospel

Romans 10:9-17

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 1° For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith
and are saved. ™ As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 2 for, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? ¥ And how can anyone preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who
has believed our message?” 1’ Consequently, faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.



Knowledge of God’s Will
Psalm 1

! Blessed is the one
who does not walk in step with the wicked

or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,

2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,
and who meditates on his law day and night.

3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season

and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.

% Not so the wicked!
They are like chaff
that the wind blows away.

® Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

® For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.

Psalm 119:1

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,
who walk according to the law of the LORD.

1 John 5:3-5
% In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not
burdensome, # for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory

that has overcome the world, even our faith. ® Who is it that overcomes the world?
Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Nourishment for Spiritual Life

Matthew 4:4

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.””

We need the Scriptures in order to know the gospel and God’s will while living “on every word
that comes from the mouth of God.”



1. The Sufficiency of Scripture

In terms of defining the sufficiency of Scripture, I find Wayne Grudem’s definition very helpful.
He wrote, “The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contains all the words of God we
need for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and

training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.

2 Peter 1:3-21

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness. # Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

® For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; © and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; ” and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. & For if
you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° But whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if
you do these things, you will never stumble, * and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

12 50 1 will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly
established in the truth you now have. 2 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as | live
in the tent of this body, # because | know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has
made clear to me. *> And | will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be
able to remember these things.

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 1 He received honor and glory
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” *® We ourselves heard this voice that came from
heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts. 2° Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about

by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 2! For prophecy never had its origin in the human
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion — John 12:12-19 (The Word of God and Our Faith in Christ)



