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3PM|5PM|7PM|11PM | TRAVELERS' SERVICE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES SANCTUARY 6 PM | SANCTUARY

COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING

SUN, DEC 1| 6 PM | WEST PARKING LOT

Kick off the Advent season at our First Annual Community Tree Lighting! Grab your lawn
chairs and gather in the West Parking Lot for treats, live music, and carols as we light the
45-foot Christmas tree and celebrate the Light of the World.

CHRISTMAS COMMITMENT SUNDAY

SUN, DEC 8 | 9 AM & 11 AM | SANCTUARY

Finish Strong and Start Well. Accept the challenge to thank God for His provision in 2024 and
ask for His blessing for 2025. Make a gift to finish your 2024 giving, and make a commitment
for 2025 giving. We’ll close services with a chance for your household to come to the altar rail
in gratitude for the past year and in prayer for the year ahead. No 8 AM service in the Chapel.

HOLIDAY FAMILY FEST
SUN, DEC 8 | 4 PM - 6 PM | WEST PARKING LOT

Get ready for big Christmas fun at our Holiday Family Fest! Indulge in Christmas treats while
your little ones experience the season's joy with train rides, a snow maze, and more!

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SUN, DEC 8 | 3 PM & 6 PM | SANCTUARY

Join us for The Gift of Christmas as the Asbury Choir & Orchestra share the timeless message
of God’s greatest gift to us through music, song, and Scripture—a tradition to be enjoyed by
the entire family! Sanctuary doors open at 2:30 PM for the afternoon concert and at 5:30 PM for
the evening concert.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SUNDAY
SUN, DEC 15

On the the third Sunday of Advent, often called Gaudete Sunday (gaudete means rejoice), we
will rejoice together as we prepare for Christ's coming. Join us for our first Christmas Carol
Sunday to celebrate with carols and joyful music as we count down to Christmas!

CHRISTMAS SWEATER SUNDAY
SUN, DEC 22

An Asbury tradition—don your favorite, or ugliest, or favorite ugliest Christmas sweater for
Christmas Sweater Sunday! This is the last Sunday service before Christmas Eve services, so
you will not want to miss the fun!




Advent is the four-week season of preparation that precedes Christmas. Christmas is a
time of joy and feasting, but if we don’t attend to the reason for the celebration, it can
become superficial and materialistic.

This year, we need the joy of Christmas more than ever—Ilet’s take the time to prepare
so that our celebrations are as rich and joyful as the grace of God can make them.

READING PLAN DETAILS

Readings begin on Sunday, 12/1, and then are Monday-Friday. We end on Christmas
Eve, Tuesday 12/24.

Asbury is a Bible-reading church. We believe that the Bible tells a unified story that
leads to Jesus. Many of the readings in this booklet come from the Old Testament to
help us understand the story of which Jesus is the fulfillment.

Each day, I've written a brief commentary about that day’s reading and included
a reflection, question, prayer focus, or thought to help connect the reading to our
everyday lives.

Of course, feel free to do your readings at any time, but I strongly encourage you to
develop the habit of the First 15: spending the first 15 minutes of each day in silence,
prayer, and scripture.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel.

F Andrew Forrest
Senior Pastor
Asbury Church
Tulsa, OK
December 2024

P.S. Want to receive these daily readings and commentary each weekday morning in
your inbox? Sign up on my website: andrewforrest.org.
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THE BEGINNING

Today is the first day of our Advent reading plan. My goal is to trace the whole story

of salvation, starting from the beginning, because the entire Bible tells a unified story
that leads to Jesus, and we rarely take time to see it. We’ll have a very short Scripture
reading each weekday leading up to Christmas, and I'll write a brief thought to go with
it. Christmas is great, and preparing for it makes it even better. Let’s do this.

GENESIS 1:1-2

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. > The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was

hovering over the face of the waters.

The Lord, like a master artist, brings beauty and purpose out of nothingness.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY:
A great prayer to pray during Advent 2024:

“Lord, can you make something beautiful out of all this?”

CREATION BY SEPARATION

*And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. *God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the

first day.

®And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” ’And God made the expanse and separated the waters that
were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. ®
And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the

second day.



°And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '°God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

"And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was
so. >The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. ® And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

" And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, *and
let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was
so.'*And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. 7 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens
to give light on the earth, **to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.

Once you see the pattern, you’ll never forget it:
God creates through separation.
Each division brings order and complexity to Creation.
o light from dark;
e day from night;
e water from water;
¢ land from sea;
e plant from dirt;
e sun from sky;

e etc.

One quick thought:
God brings order out of chaos; He does it at Creation, Jesus does it in His
healing ministry—order to chaotic minds and bodies—and the Holy Spirit is
doing the same thing today.

QUESTION FOR THE DAY:

Where do you need God to bring order out of chaos this advent season?



MY FAVORITE IMAGE OF CHRISTMAS
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I love this image, created by Sr Grace Remington, OCSO in 2003 at the Sisters of the
Mississippi Abbey in Dubuque, Iowa.

Do you understand?

GENESIS 3:8-19

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. ? But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” ' And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because

I was naked, and I hid myself.” "He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” > The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” ® Then the Lord
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”



»

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.
“The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you above all livestock

and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”

*To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
but he shall rule over you.”

7 And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree

of which I commanded you,

‘You shall not eat of it,’

cursed is the ground because of you;

in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.”

The Lord announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve’s punishment for their
rebellion and that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

REFLECTION:

Go back and look at that picture of Mary consoling Eve again. Keep it in front of your
mind this Advent season—maybe save it as the wallpaper on your phone? It’s worth
going back to over and over again. Praise God for His promise to undue all the
wrongs and to renew all things.



FAMILY IS HOW WE FIGHT

12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. >And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. *I will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

The Lord’s plan to save all of creation begins with one man’s family.

The Lord’s plan to save all of creation begins with one man’s family.
Despairing about the state of the world?
Worried about the future?

FAMILY IS HOW WE FIGHT.

Strong families are needed to raise strong children. The next generation is our hope.
Remember, God’s entire plan depended on one man’s family. From Abraham’s family
comes Jesus, so many centuries later, but at just the right time.

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION:
What can you do this weekend to build up and build for the next generation?

A LAND OF DEEP DARKNESS

>The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.

®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

70f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.




HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED

WONDERFUL

COUNSELOR

’

MIGHTY GOD,
EVERLASTING

FATHER,
PRINCE OF

PEACE.
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The prophet announces the birth of a King to a people in darkness.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:

My favorite part is the last verse:

“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”
What the Lord promises will come to pass.

Don’t be afraid today!

PEACEABLE KINGDOM

11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
>And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
*And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
*Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
¢The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
°They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

The King is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all of
God’s creation.
1



THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:

How can you be a peacemaker today?

P.S. “The stump of Jesse” is the idea that the Messiah will come from David’s family.
(Jesse was David’s father.) In 586 BC, the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and
deposed David’s descendants from the throne—in the image that Isaiah uses, it is as if
the “family tree” of David is cut down. Nevertheless, the line of David continued for the
centuries and ultimately resulted in Jesus.

CHRISTMAS COMMITMENT SUNDAY
SUN, DEC 8 | 9 AM & 11 AM

ASBURY CHOIR THE GIFT 0 SUN, DEC 8

& ORCHESTRA ; = 3 PM& 6 PM
'CHRISTMAS 2 sancruary
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FRANKINCENSE FORETOLD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT!

I was reading through this passage a few years ago and I was SHOCKED when I got to
the last sentence. Keep in mind this was written centuries before Jesus.

60 Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will be seen upon you.
*And nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.
*Lift up your eyes all around, and see;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
*Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
12



¢ A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

All the nations will come to honor God’s covenant people.

THOUGHT FOR DAY

Isaiah foretold what would happen! I just can’t get over this passage—I’'m not
sure I ever before paid attention to verse 6—foreigners who come bringing gold
and frankincense. That’s exactly what happened! Tell someone about this cool
connection today.

(Why didn’t Isaiah mention myrrh? This is because God is always adding something
new and unexpected, like a jazz artist riffing on a familiar theme, but also creating
something new. When myrrh was given by the Magi to the Holy Family, it signified the

death that Jesus was to die.)

JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD

*A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
*Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
*And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

A voice crying in the wilderness: “Prepare for the King’s arrival!”

When John the Baptist came on the scene, people remembered these words of Isaiah
and saw John as the one going before Jesus to prepare the way.

How can you be like John, today, and point someone toward Christ?

13
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WHY WAS JESUS BORN IN BETHLEHEM?

*But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
*Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
*And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
*And he shall be their peace.

The King will be born in Bethlehem.

Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?

The above passage from Micah is what the scholars reference when the Magi show up in
Herod’s palace asking to see the King of the Jews. Herod asks for expert opinion, and the
scholars tell him that the Bible says that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, the city
of David.

Of course, Luke tells us that the reason Jesus was born in Bethlehem is because Caesar
made a decree for a census, causing Mary and Joseph to travel to Bethlehem to be
counted.

So, why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?
Was it because the Bible foretold that’s where it would take place,
or was it because Caesar wanted a census?

Yes.
God is always at work, even when we can’t understand it at the time. God is always

at work, and He is using our free choices to realize is divine purposes.

God works all things for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose
[Romans 8:28].

15



WHAT’S THE LONGEST YOU'VE EVER WAITED FOR SOMETHING?

*In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. ¢ And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and statutes of the Lord. ’But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on

duty, ?according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. *° And the whole multitude of the people were
praying outside at the hour of incense. " And there appeared to him an angel of the
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. *And Zechariah was troubled
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. * But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a

son, and you shall call his name John. ¥ And you will have joy and gladness, and many
will rejoice at his birth, ** for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's
womb. ** And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, " and he
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a
people prepared.”

8 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years.”  And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. ** And
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” *» And

the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the
temple. > And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained
mute. 2> And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself
hidden, saying, ** “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to
take away my reproach among people.”

The birth of John the Baptism is foretold.

What’s the longest you’ve ever waited for something?

I think this story is one of the sweetest ones in the scripture—this old, faithful couple,
waiting all these years for a child, only to be surprised by the angelic message that the

Lord is answering their prayers.

So poignant. Are you waiting for something? Don’t lose heart. Keep hanging on.

16



YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT’S HANGING ON YOUR OBEDIENCE

2¢In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee

named Nazareth, *to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. > And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” * But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. ** And the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. * And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. ** He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, * and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

** And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

* And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will

be called holy—the Son of God. ** And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old

age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. *’ For nothing will be impossible with God.” *®* And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed
from her.

*In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in
Judah, *°and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. * And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, “*and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! ** And why is this granted to me that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? **For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. ** And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

¢ And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
*”and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
*8for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
*for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
* And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
*'He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

17



AND THE ANGEL SAID TO HER,

“DO NOT BE /
AFRAID, MARY,
FOR YOU HAVE
FOUND FAVOR
WITH GOD. AND
BEHOLD, YOU
WILL CONCEIVE IN
YOUR WOMB AND
BEAR A SON, AND
YOU SHALL CALL
HIS NAME JESUS.”




*2he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
**he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
**He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
**as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

**And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to God’s

promised Son whose kingdom shall never end.

You have absolutely no idea what’s hanging on your obedience. Like Mary, obedience

opens up opportunities that cannot come any other way.
What call to obedience are you resisting? What might be waiting on the other side?

CHRISTMAS

CAROL SUNDAY e avisaminan

“STRONG IN SPIRIT”

”Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *® And her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. ** And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have
called him Zechariah after his father, ®®but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called
John.” ¢’ And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” > And they
made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. ® And he asked
for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. ** And
immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing
God. ©®And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about
through all the hill country of Judea, **and all who heard them laid them up in their
hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.
” And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
¢8“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
¢and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,

19



7°as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
7'that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
2to show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
7  that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
7 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
¢ And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
7to give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
"because of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us® from on high
" to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the
day of his public appearance to Israel.

The birth of John the Baptist.

I like that last sentence:
“And the child grew and became strong in spirit.”

Sounds like something for which we each should be aiming in the year ahead:

Spiritual Strength.

JOSEPH THE RIGHTEOUS

'8 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. ” And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. *° But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. * She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” 2 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
»*“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us).

20



*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he
took his wife, * but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.

The righteousness of Joseph.

Joseph finds out Mary is pregnant before he hears from the angel.
Thanks be to God Joseph decided to act mercifully toward Mary.

To whom can you show mercy—unmerited favor—today?

CENSUS AT BETHLEHEM

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should

be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of

Syria. ?And all went to be registered, each to his own town. * And Joseph also went

up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, °to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ¢ And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.

Caesar had no idea that God was using his census as a way to move Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem, thereby ensuring that the Messiah was born in David’s city.

What current events, happenings, or occurrences might God be using for His
purposes in our time?

CHRISTMAS WAR

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over

their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. ' And the angel said to

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the

people. "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the

Lord. ?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
21



and lying in a manger.” ® And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
*“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

®When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” ** And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger.

The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world, lying in a manger.

The meaning of the entire Christmas story changes when you understand that the word

“hosts” is just an old-fashioned way of saying “armies.”
Christmas is about WAR—war with spiritual weapons.
We wage spiritual war through prayer, silence, and love.

How can you fight back through prayer today?

THE MAGI

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, *saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” *When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; *and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. * They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet:
¢“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

“Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what

time the star had appeared. ® And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” ® After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. '® When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly

with great joy. " And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
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and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him

gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews.

Just as the prophets had foretold, the Messiah was born in Bethlehem and

representatives of the nations came bearing tribute:

e Micah 5:2-5 says that the Messiah will come from Bethlehem;
o Isaiah 60:1-6 says that the nations will come to honor God’s people.

And this is exactly what happened in its own surprising way.
God is endlessly surprising and always faithful.

Be encouraged today!
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THE GRACE OF GOD IS A PERSON

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, *training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, > waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, '*who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous

for good works.

The grace of God has appeared, saving all.

Titus is one of our New Testament letters, written by the Apostle Paul to a man named
Titus. Like most of the New Testament letters, it predates the Gospels and comes from

the earliest days of the church.
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What I find fascinating is Paul’s simple statement: “for the grace of God has appeared.”
The grace of God is Jesus Christ!

QUESTION FOR THE DAY:
What does it mean for the world that the grace of God is a person?

COSMIC CHRISTMAS

11n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. *He was in the beginning with God. * All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. *In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. *The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ® He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.

°The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. ' He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. "He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. > But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, * who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

" And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

Matthew and Luke start with the events leading up to the birth of Christ, but John
starts before the beginning: with the pre-existent Word.

I’m grateful for the particularity and earthiness of the infancy narratives in Matthew
and Luke, but I'm also grateful for John’s beautiful prologue that sets the Incarnation in
a cosmic context.

And I love his beautiful reminder:

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Be encouraged. Christmas means Hope!
Merry Christmas.
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; E COMMUNITY

/\ TREE LIGHTING CAROLS

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine Advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.

For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.



ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,

And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem!
Come and behold him, born the King of angels!

Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choir of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heav’'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
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THE FIRST NOEL
The first Noel, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

JOY TO THE WORLD
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
Ang heav’'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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