CARE This Week...

Sept. 27, 2026

Rebuilding the Temple

This week’s lesson is about Ezra 1-3
When the Jews repeatedly disobeyed, God allowed the Babylonians to invade
Jerusalem and destroy the city. In 586 BC, they plundered the valuable articles of gold
and silver from the Temple then destroyed it. The city buildings and walls were also
damaged. Almost seventy years later the mighty Babylonian empire fell to Cyrus, King
of Persia. In the first year of his reign, God prompted Cyrus to announce that the Jews
who wanted to return to their land could do so. Cyrus also declared that God had told
him to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. Those in the regions where the Jews now lived
should donate gold, silver, animals and goods to them along with gifts for the temple.
The order was written in the official records so that everyone would know it was the
King’s command. When the announcement was read the heads of many families, the
Priests and Levites, prepared to return to Jerusalem and the surrounding region of
Judea to rebuild the Temple and live back in the land God had given them. King Cyrus
returned 5400 valuable objects of gold and silver the Babylonians had stolen from the
Temple and gave them to Sheshbazzar the leader of Judah. 42,000 people set off with
their servants and animals on the long trip back to Judea. When they arrived back in
Jerusalem they found the city in ruins. At the site of the ruined temple many of the
heads of the families gave generously to fund the rebuilding work. Over 1100 pounds
of gold was donated and 6500 pounds of silver. Also donated were 100 sets of special
clothes for the priests. They then started rebuilding their houses in towns and cities of
Judea. Then they rebuilt the altar of the Temple. Then, during the seventh month, the
Jews gathered in Jerusalem. Sacrifices were offered to God and gifts given as they
celebrated the seventh month feasts. Money was given to pay craftsmen who worked
with stone and wood to start rebuilding the temple. A few months later the rebuilding
work began, supervised by a team of Levites under the direction of Zerubabbel and
Jeshua. The first part of the project was to lay the foundations of the temple and when
these were set, the people gathered to worship God. The priests and Levites led the
worship, singing the same songs their ancestors had sung when the original temple
had been built in the days of Solomon. They sang, ‘God is good. He will always love
Israel.” Many of the people were so happy they shouted aloud and the sound could be
heard for a long distance.

Bible Verse: Worship Him faithfully. 1 Samuel 12:24
Life Application: | will worship God faithfully.

SATURDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

Our “Zoomers’ met at 9:30 AM last Saturday. We began our study of Ezra.
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Hunters Glen is celebrating
Founders Day next Sun., Oct. 4",
We will NOT meet for Life Group

at 9:30 am, instead join us for
brunch at 9:30 in the fellowship
hall and a joint worship service at
10:30.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday October 4, 2026
Founders Day,

NO LifeGroup Meeting
[

Sunday October 25, 2026

Trunk R Treat
4:00 - 6:00 PM




