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Something to think about:

As we come into a new Easter season, we will be taking a close look at an aspect
of Jesus betrayal, arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection. The aspect that we will
be focusing on is an aspect of “Love.” It's the aspect of love that Paul defines as,
“doesn’t rejoice about injustice, but rejoices when the truth wins out.”

As we focus on love from a truth and justice angle for the next few weeks, we
will see how truth always wins out over injustice. We will see how love
ultimately conquers evil, and how hope breaks through even the darkest,
toughest times of life.

We begin today by looking at the story of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.
John 18:1-14 (NLT)

1 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his
disciples and entered a grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew
this place, because Jesus had often gone there with his disciples. 3> The
leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of Roman
soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches,
lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove.

4 Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so he
stepped forward to meet them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked.

5 “Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied.

“I AM he,” Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with
them.) © As Jesus said “I AM he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground!
7 Once more he asked them, “Who are you looking for?”

And again they replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

8 “I told you that | AM he,” Jesus said. “And since | am the one you
want, let these others go.”° He did this to fulfill his own statement: “| did
not lose a single one of those you have given me.”

10 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right ear of
Malchus, the high priest’s slave. 1* But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword

back into its sheath. Shall | not drink from the cup of suffering the Father
has given me?”

12 50 the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the Temple guards
arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 First they took him to Annas, the father-
in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that time. * Caiaphas was the one
who had told the other Jewish leaders, “It’s better that one man should die
for the people.”

Here’s the key point this morning...

Key Point: “Sometimes the truth is hard to believe, even when it’s staring you
right in the face.”

There are a couple takeaways from this passage that are important to highlight:
® Jesus knew the truth, saw the truth, and was the Truth.

e The Roman soldiers and the Temple police were taken off guard by the
truth of Jesus very presence.

Some people can’t believe the truth even when it’s staring them in the face.
But truth is true even if we believe it or not. And if Jesus is the Truth as He
proclaimed He was then the very presence of Jesus can knock a person off
their feet.

Something to take home:

Winston Churchill once said, “Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but
most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing happened.”

Have you stumbled over the truth and allowed it to change your life, or have
you picked yourself up and hurried off as if nothing ever happened? What are
you basing your life on? Are you living your life based on opinionated guesses,
personal desires, or do you believe in the ultimate truth of Jesus Christ?

Once you’ve been presented with the truth there is a decision to make: Either
you can accept it and let it change your life, or you can reject it and never know
true freedom.

Key Point: “Sometimes the truth is hard to believe, even when it’s staring you
right in the face.”
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(JOHN 18:1-14)
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Betrayed and Arrested

(John 18:1-14)
Series Title: Truth and Justice

KICK STARTERS:

= Define the word “Truth.”
= Describe a time when truth was staring you in the face but you did not see it...

SCR'PTU RE: (Before studying this material, consider listening to the corresponding message online at:

http://www.northmaincog.org/media/sermon-media)

John 18:1-14 (NLT)

! After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his disciples and
entered a grove of olive trees.  Judas, the betrayer, knew this place, because Jesus had
often gone there with his disciples. > The leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a
contingent of Roman soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing
torches, lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove.

* Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so he stepped forward to
meet them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked.

° “Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied.

“I AM he,” Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.) ® As Jesus
said “I AM he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground!’ Once more he asked them,
“Who are you looking for?”

And again they replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

8 “I told you that | AM he,” Jesus said. “And since | am the one you want, let these
others go.” ? He did this to fulfill his own statement: “I did not lose a single one of those
you have given me.”

% Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right ear of Malchus, the high
priest’s slave. ** But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not
drink from the cup of suffering the Father has given me?”

12 $0 the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the Temple guards arrested Jesus
and tied him up. ** First they took him to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high
priest at that time. * Caiaphas was the one who had told the other Jewish leaders, “It’s
better that one man should die for the people.”

GROUP DISCUSSION:

1.

What’s going on in this passage of Scripture. Give a brief synopsis:

At this point in the narrative, Jesus and the disciples have shared in the Passover (Seder) meal, and have made their
way to the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane, and through the Kidron Valley. Judas has gone to get
the authorities to arrest Jesus. How did Judas betray Jesus (See: Matthew 26:14-16)?

The language that is used to explain who came to arrest Jesus doesn’t do it justice. A “contingent” of Roman
soldiers could range from over 1000 in number, to only about 200 in number. Even if we take the smallest number
of soldiers that came to arrest Jesus along with the Temple police, why do you think they came in such great
numbers to arrest Him?

What is the reaction of the officials to Jesus’ response (v. 6)? Why do you think they reacted this way?

The Greek words that Jesus uses in His response to identify who He is are “Ego Eimi” which literally means “1 AM.”
There are other occasions where Jesus uses these same words to identify Himself that relate to God’s identification
of Himself to Moses in Exodus 3:14. Read John 8:58 and answer this question: Who is Jesus proclaiming to be, and
how do you think this took the soldiers and police off guard when they confronted Him?

When confronted with the Truth of who Jesus is today, how do some people respond?

Why do you think some people don’t believe the truth even when it’s staring them right in the face?

How does the power and authority of Jesus set people free today?

SELF-EVALUATION/APPLICATION:

=

PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITTAIN DURING WWII, WINSTON CHURCHILL, once said: “Men occasionally
stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing happened.”

HAVE YOU STUMBLED OVER THE TRUTH and allowed it to change your life, or have you picked yourself up and
hurried off as if nothing ever happened? What are you basing your life on? Are you living your life based on
opinionated guesses, personal desires, or do you believe in the ultimate truth of Jesus Christ?

MEMORY VERSES: John 18:4-6 and John 14:6.
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