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Something to think about:

A person can either love the truth, or their version of the truth; and unless their version of the truth
aligns with the actual truth, both cannot coexist.

We come upon the scene today, after Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, that points to this relativistic idea of
truth. Jesus, having been brought to stand trial before Annas (the father-in-law of Caiaphas), and
Caiaphas the High Priest of the Jewish people, is questioned relentlessly only to be unjustly brutalized
and humiliated. After the charade in a mock trial before the Sanhedrin (the Jewish supreme
court/council), Jesus is then sent to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, to be tried by the in a
Roman court of law because only the Romans could execute a criminal under Roman law.

Let’s take a look...
John 18:19-24, 28-40 (NLT)

19 Inside, the high priest began asking Jesus about his followers and what he had been
teaching them. 2° Jesus replied, “Everyone knows what I teach. I have preached regularly in the
synagogues and the Temple, where the people gather. | have not spoken in secret. 2* Why are
you asking me this question? Ask those who heard me. They know what I said.”

22 Then one of the Temple guards standing nearby slapped Jesus across the face. “Is that
the way to answer the high priest?” he demanded.

23 Jesus replied, “If | said anything wrong, you must prove it. But if I’'m speaking the truth,
why are you beating me?”

24 Then Annas bound Jesus and sent him to Caiaphas, the high priest...

18:28 Jesus’ trial before Caiaphas ended in the early hours of the morning. Then he was
taken to the headquarters of the Roman governor. His accusers didn’t go inside because it would
defile them, and they wouldn’t be allowed to celebrate the Passover. 2 So Pilate, the governor,
went out to them and asked, “What is your charge against this man?”

30 “\We wouldn’t have handed him over to you if he weren’t a criminal!” they retorted.

31 “Then take him away and judge him by your own law,” Pilate told them.

“Only the Romans are permitted to execute someone,” the Jewish leaders replied. 32 (This
fulfilled Jesus’ prediction about the way he would die.)

33 Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him.
“Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked him.

34 )esus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?”

35 “Am | a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests brought you to
me for trial. Why? What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would
fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this
world.”

37 pilate said, “So you are a king?”

Jesus responded, “You say I am a king. Actually, | was born and came into the world to
testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what | say is true.”

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and told them, “He
is not guilty of any crime. 3° But you have a custom of asking me to release one prisoner each
year at Passover. Would you like me to release this ‘King of the Jews’?”

40 But they shouted back, “No! Not this man. We want Barabbas!” (Barabbas was a
revolutionary.)

Truth is not relative as many have come to believe; truth is foundational to the core fabric of the
universe. Itis truly what holds everything together. Without truth, everything unravels and falls apart
completely!

Key Point: “All who love the truth recognize it when they see and hear it.”

To know the truth is to live in it. And in order to know the truth one must remember what Jesus said
about it:

John 14:6-7 (NLT), ¢ Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me. ” If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is.

From now on, you do know him and have seen him!”

There are two distinct contrasts to the truth in this passage:

®  The truth contrasted with Annas and Caiaphas.

John 18:23 (NLT), Jesus replied, “If | said anything wrong, you must prove it. But if I’'m speaking the
truth, why are you beating me?”

®  The truth contrasted with Pontius Pilate.

John 18:37b (NLT), Jesus responded, “You say | am a king. Actually, | was born and came into the
world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what | say is true.”

Something to take home:

Dave Weinbaum writes, “Being truthful when you know it will cost you, is the true test of honesty.”
So, what is truth?

Well, Jesus is Truth.

How can we know the truth?

We have to know Jesus.

How can we truly know Jesus?

We must each surrender our lives fully and completely to Him believing that He is Lord and Savior and
the Son of God. We must believe that He died and rose from the grave and sits at the right hand of the
Father advocating for us. We must continue to seek Him and follow Him and deny ourselves daily. We
must allow Him to transform us by renewing our minds and changing the way we think by allowing His
Word and His Truth to penetrate every part of our hearts, minds, and lives. But, truth always costs

something, and it’s worth every bit of sacrifice to have it!

Key Point: “All who love the truth recognize it when they see and hear it.”
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The Trial

(John 18:19-24, 28-40)
Series Title: Truth and Justice

KICK STARTERS:

= How do you know the truth when you see or hear it?
= Were you ever falsely accused of something? Describe what happened...

SCR'PTU RE: (Before studying this material, consider listening to the corresponding message online at:

http://www.northmaincog.org/media/sermon-media)

John 18:19-24, 28-40 (NLT)

9 Inside, the high priest began asking Jesus about his followers and what he had been teaching them. *° Jesus
replied, “Everyone knows what I teach. | have preached regularly in the synagogues and the Temple, where the people
gather. | have not spoken in secret. 4 Why are you asking me this question? Ask those who heard me. They know what |
said.”

2 Then one of the Temple guards standing nearby slapped Jesus across the face. “Is that the way to answer the high
priest?” he demanded.

2 Jesus replied, “If | said anything wrong, you must prove it. But if I’'m speaking the truth, why are you beating me?”
% Then Annas bound Jesus and sent him to Caiaphas, the high priest...

1828 Jesus’ trial before Caiaphas ended in the early hours of the morning. Then he was taken to the headquarters of

the Roman governor. His accusers didn’t go inside because it would defile them, and they wouldn’t be allowed to
celebrate the Passover. *® So Pilate, the governor, went out to them and asked, “What is your charge against this man?”

30 «we wouldn’t have handed him over to you if he weren’t a criminal!” they retorted.
31 “Then take him away and judge him by your own law,” Pilate told them.

“Only the Romans are permitted to execute someone,” the Jewish leaders replied. ** (This fulfilled Jesus’ prediction
about the way he would die.)

* Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him. “Are you the king of the
Jews?” he asked him.

3 Jesus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?”

* “Am I a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests brought you to me for trial. Why? What
have you done?”

% Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from
being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.”

% Ppilate said, “So you are a king?”

Jesus responded, “You say | am a king. Actually, | was born and came into the world to testify to the truth. All who
love the truth recognize that what I say is true.”

3 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and told them, “He is not guilty of any crime.
39 But you have a custom of asking me to release one prisoner each year at Passover. Would you like me to release this
‘King of the Jews’?”

“0 But they shouted back, “No! Not this man. We want Barabbas!” (Barabbas was a revolutionary.)

GROUP DISCUSSION:

What’s going on in this passage of Scripture. Give a brief summary:

After His arrest, Jesus is first taken to a man named Annas (former High Priest and father-in-law of Caiaphas).
During the questioning, Jesus replies, “Everyone knows what | teach. | have preached regularly in the synagogues
and the Temple, where the people gather. | have not spoken in secret. Why are you asking me this question? Ask
those who heard me. They know what | said.” \What immediately happens to Jesus after this response (v. 22)?

Jesus is being questioned directly when according to Jewish law and custom witnesses were to be questioned when
a person was on trial. Annas was not giving Jesus a fair trial (even in the dark of night). This is the reason Jesus
responded the way he did before the Temple guard slapped Him in the face. After being slapped in the face, what
is Jesus’ response (v. 23)? What is Annas’ response (v. 24)?

After a lengthy trial before Annas and Caiaphas, Jesus was taken to Roman headquarters in Jerusalem to be tried
by the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. Upon their arrival, Pilate asks what the charges are against Jesus. What is
the answer given (v. 30). Why didn’t Jesus’ accusers give specific details to Pilate as to the charges against Him?

During Pilate’s interrogation of Jesus, Jesus ultimately claims to be a king (but not a king of this world). Jesus then
describes the purpose for his birth. What does He say to Pilate (v. 36)? What is Pilate’s response (v. 38a)? What is
the people’s response to Pilate’s judgment (v. 38b-40)?

Why do you think that Pilate immediately walked away from Jesus after asking Him “What is truth?” How often do
you think this happens today? Are you willing to wait on an answer to this question and really seek it out?

What holds people back from seeking the truth and understanding it? What changes have to occur after the truth
becomes known?

SELF-EVALUATION/APPLICATION:

= WHATIS TRUTH? Well, Jesus is Truth. How can we know the truth? We have to know Jesus. How can we truly know

Jesus? We must each surrender our lives fully and completely to Him believing that He is Lord and Savior and the Son of
God. We must believe that He died and rose from the grave and sits at the right hand of the Father advocating for us.
We must continue to seek Him and follow Him and deny ourselves daily. We must allow Him to transform us by
renewing our minds and changing the way we think by allowing His Word and His Truth to penetrate every part of our
hearts, minds, and lives. But, truth always costs something, and it's worth every bit of sacrifice to have it!

= MEMORY VERSES: John 18:37 and John 14:6.
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