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April 7 - Small But Not Insignificant
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Key Point:  “GOD looks on the heart and not
the outward appearance.”

April 14 - David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:32-51
Key Point:  “To slay a giant you must step onto
the battlefield.”

April 21 - Love Your Enemies
1 Samuel 24:1-22
Key Point:  “Mercy comes from a heart of
goodness.”

April 28 - Unexpected Blessing
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Key Point:  “When the LORD builds a home, it
lasts forever.”



to take the throne by force.  He knew that GOD was the
one who originally chose Saul to be king, and it was
GOD who would ultimately deal with Saul to have him
dethroned.  As for David, he refused to lay a hand on
GOD’s anointed - even though he himself had been
anointed by GOD.
     Time and time again, while on the run for his life,
David had opportunities to kill Saul, but he refused.  His
mercy toward the one who desired him dead reflected
the heart of a man chosen by GOD and surrendered to
His will.  And yet, David was by no means perfect.       
     David stumbled and failed GOD and the kingdom in
very painfully public ways.  The beginning of his descent
into sin came when David committed adultery with a
woman named Bathsheba whose husband was fighting
in David’s war against the Ammonites.  Bathsheba
became pregnant through this union, and David
panicked.  Trying to cover up his sin, he called for Uriah
to come home on leave so that he might encourage him
to spend some time with Bathsheba.  But David’s plan
ultimately failed.  Uriah - a man of integrity and loyalty -
refused to go home and sleep with his wife, which led
David to send Uriah back to the battlefield on the front
lines where the fighting was fiercest.  Once word came
back that Uriah had died in battle, David took Bathsheba
as his wife, and no one was the wiser... except for GOD.
     GOD - through the prophet Nathan - confronted
David with his sin, and instead of defending himself, he
broke down.  Psalm 51 is David’s psalm of repentance,
and it shows the depths of a man who was willing to
come clean and ask for forgiveness.  Different from Saul
who made excuses for his sin, David laid himself bare
before the LORD and confessed.  
     What made David a man after GOD’s own heart was
his willingness to repent of his sins and submit to GOD
no matter the cost.  Saul, in his pride, was unwilling to
humble himself before the LORD.
     It’s important to note that both of these men were
imperfect, and committed sins against GOD and people.  
What made all the difference in the world was David’s
willingness to be corrected and change course.  David’s
desire was to please GOD; Saul’s desire was to please
man.  David’s heart was open to being broken; Saul’s
heart was hardened to the Holy Spirit.  David’s life, in
spite of his sin, was hailed as honorable in the eyes of
GOD and man; Saul’s life stands as a testimony of a life
focused with selfish pride on his own reputation, and - as
a result - is a warning to all who would follow in his
footsteps.
     So, who are you today?  Are you Saul:  a man of
promise who ultimately lost his way by losing sight of
GOD?  Or, are you David:  A man (or woman) after
GOD’s own heart who is willing to do everything GOD
asks of you?  The choice is yours.

David:  A Man After GOD’s Own Heart

By Pastor Brandon Lenhart

“But God removed Saul and replaced him with David, a
man about whom God said, ‘I have found David son of
Jesse, a man after my own heart. He will do everything I
want him to do (1 Sam. 13:14).’” 

Acts 13:22 (NLT)

     What does it mean to be a man (or a woman) after
GOD’s own heart, and what does it mean to do
everything that GOD wants us to do?  This title was
given by GOD to David through the prophet Samuel
who rebuked King Saul for his disobedience to GOD.  I
know that’s a bit of a tongue-twister, but let’s break this
down.
     In 1 Samuel 8, the nation of Israel which was ruled
by GOD through Judges who were put in place to
govern the people, began to demand a king instead of
Judges to rule over them.  Pleading with Samuel (GOD’s
prophet), they wanted to be like the nations around them
who had kings to rule them.  So Samuel goes before
GOD and makes this request on behalf of the people,
and GOD consents to the people’s demands telling
Samuel to do what they ask.  GOD’s response to
Samuel was that they were not rejecting Samuel’s
leadership, but rather the LORD’s leadership over them.
     There was a man from the tribe of Benjamin named
Saul whom GOD desired for Samuel to anoint as king.  
Chosen by GOD and anointed by Samuel, Saul became
the first king of Israel.  He was tall, handsome, and
respectable.  He had everything going for him.  Even
GOD was on his side.  However, over time Saul let the
pressures and demands of the people, and of kingship,
push him to make decisions that were contrary to GOD’s
will.  On two specific occasions, Saul directly disobeyed
GOD’s commands until ultimately GOD regretted of
having made Saul king.
     Rather than depose Saul and have him put to death,
GOD called Samuel to anoint another as king over
Israel, and in obedience, Samuel was led to the house
of a man named Jesse whose youngest son David was
chosen by GOD to be the next king of the people.
     Here’s what makes David a man after GOD’s own
heart.  Once anointed by Samuel, David was given full
rights and privileges as the king of Israel.  He could
have rallied an army and overthrown Saul and
ascended the thrown.  However, David was not willing



April
Events
northmaincog.org/events

Talking about substance use disorders is hard, but starting that
conversation with your kids is one of the most important things you
can do. It is an inclusive drug prevention program developed by a
parent for parents. You and your child will learn coping skills and
hear real experiences that will be remembered for years. As a
parent or guardian, you want to know you are doing all you can
to protect your child. Recommended for those 6th Grade and up.
Register at: RealityTour.org

A monthly women's fellowship time that encourages holistic
growth with Jesus and healthy connection with ourselves
and others! Teens are welcome if present with an adult.
Usually meets the second Wednesday of each month. Meet
us at 6:30pm in the Parlor and bring a dish to share.

For questions or more info call the church office or Connie
Gratzer at ConnieG@northmaincog.org

These will be our last dates for Table
Talk until after summer.

On Saturday, April 27th, all women 18 years and older are
welcome to join us for a hike at Todd Nature Reserve (367
Kepple Rd. Sarver, PA 16055) We will carpool from the
church (North Main Street Church of God: 1201 N Main St
Ext, Butler, PA 16001) leaving at 9am. 

This will be an easy 2.5-mile loop-hike and will take
approximately 1 to 2 hours to complete. All are welcome to
stay afterward and play in the creek. Be sure to dress for the
weather & bring plenty of water & snacks. Sorry, dogs are
not welcome at the park. Please send Beth Marino an email
at bamjeep8@yahoo.com so we know you’ll be joining us.

Sunday April 7th is our monthly Connection Luncheon! If
you’re new haven’t joined us for one yet we’d love to cover
the cost for your household! Cost: $6/adult $4/child and a
max of $20/household. ON THE MENU: Chicken Cordon
Bleu, Quinoa & Brown Rice with Garlic, Vegetable, fresh
baked roll, and Chocolate Flan Cake

On Day 3 God created plant life to include wheat. Wheat contains
40 of the 44 nutrients essential to life. These nutrients are removed
from commercial white flour that contains chemical and synthetic
additives. The good news is organic wheat berries are alive and
chemical-free in their natural form. Join us on Sunday, April 28th
after Church in the Life Center to discuss ancient and modern wheat
while learning to mill, bake, and cook with wheat berries.

$10 for brunch & materials
RSVP to Brenda Zangas @ 724-822-8652
not later than April 23rd to reserve your seat.

Classes will be held Sundays at 9am on 5/5, 5/12 and 5/19.
To register please visit northmaincog.org/dedication or email
Familiy Life Pastor Melissa Hickman at MelissaH@northmaincog.org

https://candleinc.org/locations/


Connection
Luncheon

ON THE MENU: 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Vegetable,

Quinoa & Brown Rice wi th Garl ic,  Fresh
Baked Rol l ,  and Chocolate F lan Cake

Please email us if you would like
this link emailed to you instead.

 info@northmaincog.org 

NEW CLASSES START 
#1 Sunday, April 7th @ 9am
#3 Sunday, April 21st @ 9am

We have a series of four Membership Classes
that we would love everyone who considers

North Main their church home to attend.

Register to: info@northmaincog.org

for Sunday’s 9am Classes

#1 #3

April 7th, 2024
Directly following the

morning service

Cost: $6/adult $4/child and a max of $20/household


