
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God,  
9 not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. ESV  

Sermon Notes  Title | Jesus and Religion 
 Series | So You Can Know For Sure 
 Text | Luke 5:33-39 
 By | Bob Kerrey 
 Date | December 7, 2025 

Big Idea: 

Luke 5:33 And they said to him, “The disciples 

of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do 

the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat 

and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “Can 

you make wedding guests fast while the 

bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will 

come when the bridegroom is taken away 

from them, and then they will fast in those 

days.” 36 He also told them a parable: “No one 

tears a piece from a new garment and puts it 

on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the 

new, and the piece from the new will not 

match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine 

into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine 

will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and 

the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine 

must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no 

one after drinking old wine desires new, for he 

says, ‘The old is good.’” ESV  



For Reflection and Application: 

Monday: 
In the sermon for this week, religion was defined as “any faith system that relies on good 
behavior to find favor with God or to get to a better spiritual place.” This generally 
describes all major world religions today, including many professing Christians. The point 
was made that Jesus and religion don’t mix. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
 

Tuesday: 
Read Luke 5:33. Who is speaking to Jesus? Why do they make this statement? To what 
extent are these people religious? How can religion be fertile soil for judgy self-
righteousness? How can you keep from becoming self-righteous? 

 
Wednesday 

Read Luke 5:34-35. In the wedding imagery, who is Jesus claiming to be? Why is this 
significant? (Read Isaiah 54:5-6; 62:4-5; John 3:29 .) How does this explain why Jesus’ 
disciples were not fasting? To what event is Jesus referring in verse 35? 

 
Thursday: 

Read Luke 5:36-39. Which parts of the parables represent Jesus, and which represent 
religion? What is the central point of these parables? What is the lesson in the spiritual 
realm? How does it relate to Ephesians 2:8-9? How can you apply it today? 

 
Friday: 

Read 2 Timothy 2:24-25. To what extent does Jesus reflect these ideals in Luke 5:33-39? 
How can you apply this? 
 

Daily Prayer: 
Lord, guard me from the religious self-
righteousness that focuses on my own 
efforts in comparison to others. Help me 
to focus on the person and work of 
Jesus as my all in all. Amen. 

If you would like to have the 
daily reflection and 
application emailed to you, 
scan the QR code or email 
info@moonvalleybible.org. 
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