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Sermon Notes




1 John 4:7–12 
God Is Love 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. ESV

















Romans 5:6, 8, 10a 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly... 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us… 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son
ESV



Big Idea:




For Reflection and Application:
Monday:
Read 1 John 4:8. This is one of several “God is…” statements in the Bible. It describes one of His attributes - love. God is not only love, as His other attributes attest. However, what might God be like without this attribute? In what positive way does it impact how He acts?

Tuesday:
Read John 3:16, among other New Testament passages, it demonstrates God’s love in action. What do we do to deserve His love? How does Roman 5:6, 8, 10 demonstrate the extent of His love for us? Are you – or anyone – too much of a mess to not be included in His love?

Wednesday:
Read 1 John 4:7. The second half of the verse contains two statements about our relationship with God. The first, whoever loves, has been born of God. Does this refer to our initial salvation? How does this differ from the second phrase, “whoever loves… knows God”, where John speaks of experiential love, and thus our sanctification? Is this knowledge automatic? And is it instantaneous? Compare, for example, getting to “know” your best friend.

Thursday:
Read 1 John 4:7-12. Twice John says we ought to love one another. How does this relate to God loving us? In what ways can we love one another? Does the definition of love (Love that seeks the best interest of the other, often at great expense or sacrifice to the one loving, independent of the “lovability” of the one loved) impact how we see this command? How does this manifest itself to those outside our normal circle of family and friends?

Friday:
Read John 4:19. How does the idea that God loved us first impact how we think about ourselves, our self-images? In Matthew 22:37-40, Jesus gives the great commandment of the Law, to love God with one’s heart, soul, and mind. He then adds a second, “like it,” to love our neighbor as ourselves. Why is the second command linked to the first, an idea John repeats in 1 John 4? Why does John, in 1 John 4:12, say God’s love is perfected in us when we “love one another?” What do you (and I!) need to do to better love on another?If you would like to have the daily reflection and application emailed to you, scan the QR code or email info@moonvalleybible.org.
Daily Prayer:
[bookmark: _Hlk126941528][bookmark: _Hlk126941529][bookmark: _Hlk126941532][bookmark: _Hlk126941533][bookmark: _Hlk128664016][bookmark: _Hlk128664017][bookmark: _Hlk128664020][bookmark: _Hlk128664021]Lord, I know the Bible says you are love. Help me to better understand the depth of your love for me. Help me to better grasp that your love is independent of my actions. Help me to demonstrate your love to those around me. Amen.
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