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Introduction:

Angela Davis, a member of East Hill Church, shared a powerful message on the importance and
challenges of forgiveness. Drawing from Jesus' teachings in Matthew 18:21-35 and other
supporting scriptures, she emphasized that forgiveness is a marker of the kingdom of heaven
and an essential part of the Christian life. Angela explored the reasons why we forgive, what
forgiveness is and is not, and how we can practically pursue forgiveness in our relationships.

1. Forgiveness is a marker of the kingdom of heaven: Angela highlighted that forgiveness
is a core value in God's kingdom and that Jesus calls his followers to forgive others as
they have been forgiven by God.

Discussion Questions:

e Why do you think forgiveness is so central to the message of the gospel and the kingdom
of heaven?

e How does understanding the depth of God's forgiveness toward us impact our
willingness to forgive others?

Supporting Verses: Matthew 18:21-22 - "Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 'Lord, how many
times shall | forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?' Jesus

answered, 'l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times."" Context and Reflection:

e Historical/Cultural Context: Rabbis in Jesus' day taught that one should forgive up to
three times, so Peter's suggestion of seven times likely seemed generous.

o Theological Significance: Jesus' response of "seventy-seven times" indicates that
forgiveness should be limitless, reflecting the abundant mercy and grace of God.

o Application: As followers of Christ, we are called to extend forgiveness freely and
continually, just as we have received unmerited forgiveness from God.



2. We forgive because we have been forgiven by God: Through the parable of the

unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:23-35), Angela illustrated that our ability to forgive
others flows from the forgiveness we have received from God.

Discussion Questions:

How does the parable of the unmerciful servant challenge our perspective on the debt
of sin we owe to God and the relatively small offenses we hold against others?

What are some practical ways we can remind ourselves of God's forgiveness when we
struggle to forgive others?

Supporting Verses: Ephesians 4:31-32 - "Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and
slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you." Context and Reflection:

Historical/Cultural Context: Paul wrote to the Ephesian church, emphasizing the
importance of unity and Christlike character in the body of Christ.

Theological Significance: Our forgiveness of others is rooted in the forgiveness we have
received from God through Christ, which enables us to extend kindness and compassion.

Application: As we grasp the depth of God's forgiveness toward us, we are empowered
to release bitterness, anger, and malice, and to forgive others as an act of worship and
obedience.

What forgiveness is and is not: Angela clarified that forgiveness does not mean
minimizing the offense, removing consequences, or forgoing boundaries. Rather,
forgiveness releases the offender from the spiritual debt they owe, while still allowing
for appropriate accountability and protection.

Discussion Questions:

How can we balance extending forgiveness while also maintaining healthy boundaries
and allowing for necessary consequences?

Why is it important to understand that forgiveness does not always mean reconciliation
or restoration of the relationship?

Supporting Verses: Matthew 3:8 - "Produce fruit in keeping with repentance." Context and

Reflection:



Historical/Cultural Context: John the Baptist called people to demonstrate the sincerity
of their repentance through changed behavior and attitudes.

Theological Significance: Genuine repentance involves a turning away from sin and a
commitment to living in obedience to God, which may involve accepting consequences
and rebuilding trust over time.

Application: While we are called to forgive, we can also discern whether an offender is
genuinely repentant and committed to change, and we can establish appropriate
boundaries to protect ourselves and others as needed.

Pursuing forgiveness in our relationships: Angela encouraged us to take responsibility
for our part in conflicts, to seek forgiveness from those we have wronged, and to trust
God as the ultimate judge and restorer.

Discussion Questions:

What steps can we take to identify and address our own contributions to relational

conflicts?

How can we cultivate a posture of humility and a willingness to seek forgiveness when
we have offended others?

Supporting Verses: Matthew 5:23-24 - "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and
there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift." Context

and Reflection:

Historical/Cultural Context: In Jewish worship, offering sacrifices at the altar was a
central act of devotion and obedience to God.

Theological Significance: Jesus prioritizes relational reconciliation over religious ritual,
emphasizing that our worship is hindered when we harbor unresolved conflicts with

others.

Application: We should take the initiative to seek forgiveness and reconciliation when
we have wronged others, recognizing that this pleases God and aligns our hearts with
His.

Conclusion:



Angela's message on forgiveness challenges us to embrace the difficult but essential work of
releasing others from the debts they owe us, just as God has forgiven us in Christ. By
understanding the centrality of forgiveness in the kingdom of heaven, recognizing the depth of
God's forgiveness toward us, and pursuing humble reconciliation in our relationships, we can
experience the freedom and healing that comes through forgiveness.

Reflection Questions:

1. What is one relationship or situation in your life where you sense God calling you to
extend forgiveness, and what steps can you take to obey Him?

2. How can you cultivate a lifestyle of forgiveness, rooted in gratitude for God's mercy and
a commitment to reflecting His character?

3. In what ways can our church community foster a culture of forgiveness, grace, and
reconciliation that points others to the hope of the gospel?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for the incredible forgiveness You have extended to us through the
cross of Christ. Help us to grasp the depth of Your mercy and to extend that same forgiveness to
others, even when it feels difficult or undeserved. Give us the humility to seek forgiveness when
we have wronged others and the wisdom to establish healthy boundaries while still releasing
bitterness and resentment. May our lives and our church be marked by the radical forgiveness
that flows from the heart of the gospel. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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