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LUKE
Luke 4:16-30
How can we become the Christ-centered church our world so desper-
ately needs? Join us in Luke’s Gospel, the most expansive biography 
of Jesus in the Bible. With the beloved physician as our guide, we 
hope to experience Jesus so we can participate with the new reality 
God is bringing into our world.

WATCH: YouTube or Website

The Big Idea
Jesus and the gospel He brings is celebrated...until Jesus angers religious insiders because this Good 
News will include religious outsiders!

Good to Know
• And we’re off! This passage marks the official launch of Jesus’ Messianic ministry. You might call Luke 

4:14-9:20 Jesus’ “period of popularity.”

• According to Luke, Jesus kicked off His speaking and healing tour in the local synagogue of Nazareth, 
the little town where He grew up.

• Did you know that Luke’s description of this synagogue service is the oldest written account of its kind 
in ancient literature?

• Synagogues seem to have originated during the exile when Israelites were no longer able to go to 
the temple. Centuries later, nearly every Jewish community had a synagogue. In many ways, these 
synagogues resembled small country churches, led by synagogue rulers who recruited people to 
lead weekly prayers, songs and short sermons from the Hebrew Bible.

• Jesus was a rising star among the rabbis in Judea, so it makes sense that His former synagogue ruler 
invited Him to be a guest speaker.

• It’s likely that most of the village, who had watched Jesus grow up, turned up to hear His first sermon.

• It’s fascinating that for His first sermon, Jesus chose Isaiah 61:1-2, inserting an additional line from 
Isaiah 58:6. This passage was a powerful declaration of gospel hope for Israelites exiled in Babylon—
once again, God was calling His people to share in His blessing!

• At first, everyone is amazed at how their “hometown boy” speaks with such “gracious words,” but the 
mood shifts when Jesus suddenly highlights God’s special care for ethnic outsiders.

• In just one sermon, Jesus amazes, confuses and then enrages His audience! What a first sermon!

• Jesus’ mention of God’s favor to the widow and Naaman foreshadows the explosion of the church 
among non-Jewish people in Acts.

• His mention of being rejected in His hometown foreshadows His betrayal and crucifixion at the hands 
of His own people.

https://www.youtube.com/doorcreekchurch
https://doorcreekchurch.org/messages/


Group Guide
Following the series with your group? 
• Start with some icebreaker questions.
• Read the passage together before you dive in. 
• Share any insights from the message. Use the questions below to get your conversation started.

Conversation Starters
1. If you had to talk in front of people about something for 10 minutes without any preparation, what 

might you talk about?

2. What does Jesus’ reading from Isaiah 61 (vv. 18-19) reveal about His mission? How does this fulfill 
God’s promises?

3.  Why is it significant that Jesus declared, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (v. 21)? How 
would that have sounded to His original audience?

4. The crowd was amazed at Jesus at first, but their mood changed when He spoke about God’s mercy 
toward outsiders (vv. 25-27). Why do you think that upset them so much?

5. What do Elijah and Elisha’s stories (which Jesus referenced) reveal about God’s pattern of extending 
grace beyond Israel? How does this challenge any assumptions we might have about who “deserves” 
God’s blessing?

6. Who might be today’s “outsiders” that we struggle to believe God is moving toward with His blessing?

7. Are there aspects of Jesus’ teaching that make you uncomfortable? Where do you feel tempted to 
embrace some parts of the gospel while rejecting others?

8. How can we make sure our faith isn’t shaped more by personal preferences or cultural biases than by 
Jesus’ mission?

Prayer
Looking for more prayer opportunities?
Click here to be notified about ongoing DCC prayer needs.
Click here to send in a prayer request.

https://www.letsroam.com/team-building/resources/icebreaker-questions-adults/?psafe_param=1&utm_campaign_name=&keyword=&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=14082211154&utm_content=137899675806&utm_term=dsa-2140844099728&hsa_acc=2013034798&hsa_cam=14082211154&hsa_grp=137899675806&hsa_ad=611617937244&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=dsa-2140844099728&hsa_kw=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0PuuBhBsEiwAS7fsNWET7Yvnw1Zw_FGwX3_dlwWlejnxwdi0rHtMeBWkKwtEsOgKj7ONHBoCMwQQAvD_BwE
https://doorcreekchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/120/responses/new
https://doorcreekchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/75/responses/new

