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LUKE
Luke 4:31–44
How can we become the Christ-centered church our world so desper-
ately needs? Join us in Luke’s Gospel, the most expansive biography 
of Jesus in the Bible. With the beloved physician as our guide, we 
hope to experience Jesus so we can participate with the new reality 
God is bringing into our world.

WATCH: YouTube or Website

The Big Idea
Jesus demonstrates His authority and power through His teaching and actions.

Good to Know
•	Jesus had just made the staggering claim that God was making good on His ancient promises to 

unleash the blessings of heaven on Israel and the world (4:21). But talking about God fulfilling His 
promises and actually demonstrating how He’s doing that are two different things. In this passage, 
Jesus begins to give the world glimpses of what it will look like when God’s Kingdom is fully 
established on earth.

•	Capernaum (vs. 31) is one of around 16 towns spread around the Sea of Galilee and was Jesus’ 
“home base” for much of His ministry.

•	The Synagogue (vs. 33) where Jesus preached is very likely directly under the ruins of a synagogue 
you can visit today!

•	In Jesus’ day, most rabbis eloquently quoted other famous rabbis in order to bolster their credibility. 
Jesus didn’t bother, but instead spoke with “authority” (vs. 32), which would have been surprising, 
unnerving and probably a little insulting.

•	In Luke’s day, “demon” (vs. 33) could have referred to either a good or bad spirit. Luke clarifies by 
telling us this one was “unclean.”

•	“Ha!” (vs. 34) could either be a declaration of surprise or shock. What we do know, is that this spiritual 
being reacted strongly to Jesus and spoke on behalf of the hordes of demons who saw Jesus’ coming 
as a harbinger of their demise.

•	 “Be quiet!” (vs. 35) – This was no exorcism like we see in the movies. Ancient documents have 
recorded elaborate exorcism rituals of magicians in Jesus’ day, but Luke’s testimony points to Jesus’ 
absolute authority over evil spiritual beings.

•	How real is spirit possession? Are biblical stories like these made-up myths? Were they actually just 
“psychosomatic” illnesses that ancient people perceived as “demonic”? Dr. Craig Keener is a New 
Testament scholar who has extensively researched documented, modern accounts of healings and 
spirit possession around the world. If you’re interested in learning about evidence to substantiate the 

https://www.youtube.com/doorcreekchurch
https://doorcreekchurch.org/messages/


Bible’s claims, check out this lecture he gave at Spring Arbor University. Another great resource is the 
book Playing with Fire by journalist Billy Hallowell.

•	Just as Jesus proved His authority over the demon, in verse 39, He proves His authority over sickness 
by “rebuking” the fever. We tend to see “spiritual” evil as something separate from “physical” evil. That 
is not the way the early Christians saw things. To them, demons and disease are both part of a sin-sick 
world that has been separated from God. And Jesus is the Messiah who restores all things.

•	The Kingdom of God (vs. 43) is Luke’s first explicit mention of the kingly reign that Jesus is 
inaugurating. Notice how Jesus’ “kingly” authority is called out in His teaching, exorcism and healing.

Group Guide
Following the series with your group? 
•	Start with some icebreaker questions.
•	Read the passage together before you dive in. 
•	Share any insights from the message. Use the questions below to get your conversation started.

Conversation Starters
1.	 Where in your life do you have the most influence? Where do you feel powerless?

2.	 What does this passage remind us about the reality of spiritual warfare? Why do you think this is so 
downplayed today?

3.	 How does Jesus’ encounter with a demon-possessed man and a deathly-ill woman challenge our 
Hollywood-shaped imaginations of demons and disease?

4.	 Have you ever seen evidence of Jesus’ power over spiritual evil and sickness in your own life?

5.	 In verse 42, we see Jesus withdrawing to pray, even though crowds of people are coming to Him in 
desperation. Imagine their disappointment in Jesus! What does that teach you as you think about 
“unanswered prayer”?

6.	 What does all of Luke’s talk about Jesus’ authority tell us about His mission? Describe what Jesus is 
doing through these displays of power.

7.	 How does recognizing Jesus’ authority affect how you think, feel and behave when it comes to the evil 
you’re facing right now?

Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank you for reminding us through Luke that Jesus is the King over all creation, seen  
and unseen. Please strengthen us as we continue to pray and work to bring Jesus’ kingdom to  
Madison. Amen!
Looking for more prayer opportunities?
Click here to be notified about ongoing DCC prayer needs.
Click here to send in a prayer request.
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