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LUKE
Luke 8:16–25
How can we become the Christ-centered church our world so desper-
ately needs? Join us in Luke’s Gospel, the most expansive biography 
of Jesus in the Bible. With the beloved physician as our guide, we 
hope to experience Jesus so we can participate with the new reality 
God is bringing into our world.

WATCH: YouTube or Website

The Big Idea
How do we “take care” in how we hear? By trusting in the Lord (of creation), hearing His Good News and 
living it out.

Good to Know
What’s this all about?
•	Luke is preparing us for Peter’s definitive statement of Jesus’ identity in 9:20. Who is Jesus? He is the 

Messiah and Son of God!

Why does this matter?
•	Listening attentively to Jesus is the smartest thing anyone could ever do—I mean, even creation itself 

listens to Jesus!

Passage Notes
•	Lamps (v. 16) – Candles are never mentioned in the Bible, even though they had been around for a 

long time. Instead, people used a tiny teapot-shaped lamp with a wick dipped in olive oil to light their 
homes after sunset. These ancient lamps didn’t give off much light, so someone working late—say, 
kneading a lump of dough—would flip over a big jar to use as a makeshift lampstand, lifting the little 
lamp as high as possible. It would be absurd to put it under a jar!

•	“Nothing that is hidden will not be made manifest” (v. 17) – The grammar in our English translation 
is clunky, but the concept is simple. Jesus is saying that—like the seed that took time to grow but 
eventually bore fruit for those with good hearts (vv. 11-15)—the truth of Jesus’ Kingdom, though 
“hidden” to those who rejected Him, would one day be as obvious to everyone as the sun in the sky.

•	“The one who has…” (v. 18) – Jesus is summing up the point of His last two parables. Those who  
listen well have the secrets of the Kingdom. Those whose hearts are stubborn will lose not only what 
Jesus is trying to give them, but will also wake up one day to discover that the religion they treasured 
was worthless.

•	Mother and brothers (vv. 19–21) – A good Jew would never have ignored his own mother, but Jesus 
shocked everyone when He essentially said, “God is creating a new family that is united, not by blood 
but by the Word of God. Look around! If you love and obey God, you’re my real family.”

•	Jesus’ family – By the way, the Gospels tell us Jesus had four younger brothers—James, Joseph, Judas 
and Simon—and at least two sisters (see Mark 6:3). At first, His brothers were skeptical of Him (John 
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7:5), but eventually, some or all of them not only came to believe in their big brother as Messiah, but 
even became leaders who spread the Word (1 Cor. 9:5). James grew to be such a gifted leader that 
he became the lead pastor of the world’s first megachurch in Jerusalem (Acts 21:18).

•	A windstorm came down on the lake (v. 23) – The Sea of Galilee is a huge lake with mountains on its 
eastern side. Sometimes, cold mountain air would suddenly rush down the slopes. The vortex created 
would collide with the warm air rising from the lake’s surface, whipping up dangerous squalls with 
intimidating whitecaps.

•	He fell asleep (v. 23) – Don’t miss the dual nature of Jesus here. Whether He fell asleep asking the 
Father to send a storm to challenge the faith of His disciples, or was simply exhausted from the 
grueling demands of ministry—Jesus slept. Think about it: the one napping in the boat like you nap  
on a Sunday afternoon, is the same one who can command the forces of nature like you tell your  
dog to sit.

Group Guide
Following the series with your group? 
•	Start with some icebreaker questions.
•	Read the passage together before you dive in. 
•	Share any insights from the message. Use the questions below to get your conversation started.

Conversation Starters
1.	 What’s your go-to light source when the power goes out?

2.	 Jesus uses the imagery of a lamp. Many interpreters say, “The lamp is us—we’re supposed to shine.” 
But look carefully at the context of this parable. What is Jesus saying the lamp represents? (I [Ryan] 
think the lamp is the same thing as the “seed” in verse 11, but what do you think?) Parables are meant 
to be wrestled through. Take your time—and have fun!

3.	 Jesus warns that those who don’t respond to His word will eventually lose even what they think they 
have. Why is passive listening so spiritually dangerous? 

4.	 Why do you think Jesus says that those who hear and do God’s Word are His “mother and brothers”? 
How would that have shocked His original audience?

5.	 What’s the difference between being a “fan” of Jesus and being family to Jesus? Where do you s 
ee yourself?

6.	 Jesus calms the storm with a word. How does His authority over nature give you confidence in His 
power over your future? How does that hope benefit you now?

7.	  The disciples asked, “Who is this?” after seeing Jesus command the wind and waves. How would you 
answer that question—and how does your answer affect your daily choices?

Prayer
Jesus, let the truth of who you are light up our world. Help us see everything—ourselves, our sins, our 
families, our careers, our political moment—everything in light of your authority. Holy Spirit, lift Jesus high 
in our hearts so we may see and obey Him! Amen.

Looking for more prayer opportunities?
Click here to be notified about ongoing DCC prayer needs.
Click here to send in a prayer request.
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