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LUKE
Luke 8:26–39
How can we become the Christ-centered church our world so desper-
ately needs? Join us in Luke’s Gospel, the most expansive biography 
of Jesus in the Bible. With the beloved physician as our guide, we 
hope to experience Jesus so we can participate with the new reality 
God is bringing into our world.

WATCH: YouTube or Website

The Big Idea
Jesus has all power and authority, so we need to declare to others what He has done for us!

Good to Know
What’s this all about?
What do demons, pigs and tombs have in common? For us, not much. But for Luke’s Jewish audience, 
this combination would have set off alarm bells—because all three scream “unclean!” In the ancient 
world, spiritists (then and now) attempted to negotiate with dark powers through incantations and 
magic. But Luke wants us to know what to expect when God’s Kingdom breaks into the world: Jesus 
does not negotiate with spiritual terror. He takes charge, cleans house and restores the world—and us— 
to its original beauty.

Why Does This Matter?
You are not too far gone. That family member—the one who’s given themself over to darkness—is not 
beyond hope. The world that feels so corrupted by the filth of sin? It’s destined to be made new by the 
power of Jesus. When you see the contrast between the man terrorized by demons and the one sitting 
calmly at Jesus’ feet, remember the difference Jesus makes—and spread the Word!

Good to Know
Gerasenes (v. 26)
Though its precise location is debated, it’s widely accepted that Jesus had stepped into Gentile territory.

He had already cast out demons on Jewish turf, but this was different.

This was enemy land—and Jesus was reclaiming it.

Demons (vs. 27)
Demonic oppression was a real issue in the ancient world—and still is in many parts of the world today.  
If your father was possessed by an evil spirit, your best option might’ve been the local witch doctor, 
using spells, crystals or potions to coax the spirit away.

But Jesus simply spoke and the sheer power of His Word drove the demons out. No wonder people 
were “seized with great fear” (v. 37).

https://www.youtube.com/doorcreekchurch
https://doorcreekchurch.org/messages/


Magic, tombs and pigs (vvs. 27, 32)
Picture those “before and after” images of abandoned or condemned houses full of trash, drugs  
and filth. That’s the scene Luke is painting for us. Tombs were a place of death, demons were unclean 
spiritual beings and pigs were off-limits, ritually defiling animals. All three defiled people and their  
land (see Isaiah 65:3-4).

Jesus came to purify the defilement. The image of the man “clothed and in his right mind” (vs. 35)  
would be like the “after” picture where the once-condemned house is renovated, safe and beautiful 
again. That’s what Jesus wants to do in you, in others and in the world.

What is your name? (vs. 30)
Some Christians use this verse as a formula for exorcism, but that’s not Luke’s intent. Jesus didn’t need 
the demon’s name to have authority—He already had it. Luke includes this detail to show the man wasn’t 
just influenced by evil—he was completely overrun.

Why did the demons beg Jesus to let them possess the pigs? (vs. 32)
If they couldn’t dehumanize the man, they needed to destroy something, anything. The insight here 
is that demonic entities are hell-bent on unleashing as much death and filth as possible. Yet, they are 
powerless to do anything without permission from the Son of God.

Group Guide
Following the series with your group? 

•	Start with some icebreaker questions.
•	Read the passage together before you dive in. 
•	Share any insights from the message. Use the questions below to get your conversation started.

Conversation Starters
1.	 What’s your most satisfying thing to clean?

2.	 What details jump out to you in this gripping demonstration of Jesus’ power over demons?

3.	 How does this story get you thinking more biblically about spiritual warfare? 

4.	 Look at verses 27, 29 and 35. What are the before and after differences in the man’s condition? What 
do those changes teach us about Jesus?

5.	 What impact might that man’s testimony have had on his hometown—especially given how radically 
his life had changed?

6.	 What’s one area of your life where Jesus has brought cleansing, freedom or wholeness?

7.	 Who in your life might need to hear how much God has done for you—not in theory, but through your 
personal story?

Prayer
Jesus, wake us up to where we may be trafficking in spiritual darkness and set us free by the power of 
your Word. Help us be declarers of what you have done for us! Amen.

Looking for more prayer opportunities?
Click here to be notified about ongoing DCC prayer needs.
Click here to send in a prayer request.

https://www.letsroam.com/team-building/resources/icebreaker-questions-adults/?psafe_param=1&utm_campaign_name=&keyword=&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=14082211154&utm_content=137899675806&utm_term=dsa-2140844099728&hsa_acc=2013034798&hsa_cam=14082211154&hsa_grp=137899675806&hsa_ad=611617937244&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=dsa-2140844099728&hsa_kw=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0PuuBhBsEiwAS7fsNWET7Yvnw1Zw_FGwX3_dlwWlejnxwdi0rHtMeBWkKwtEsOgKj7ONHBoCMwQQAvD_BwE
https://doorcreekchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/120/responses/new
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