
Looking back at your notes from this

week’s message, was there anything

you heard for the first time, stuck

with you, challenged or confused

you?

What is the one important thing you

will take away from this weekend’s

message or our community group 

discussion? Is there any challenge,

difficulty or praise that you would

like 

to share with the group for prayer? 

Pastor Chris asked a very difficult question that people have

been posing for a long time: If God is all powerful and good, 

why is there still suffering in the world?

MY STORY

Describe a time when you received compassion from someone

during a time of suffering that kept your head above water during

that difficult period. 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO HEAR?

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and

death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all

sinned — (Romans 5:12) 

 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And

as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath

day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah

was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place

where it was written,

       “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

         because he has anointed me

         to proclaim good news to the poor.

         He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

         and recovering of sight to the blind,

         to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

         to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and

sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on

him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has

been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-21) 

What is the relationship between suffering and the presence of

sin in the world? 
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What were the three ways, according to Isaiah, that the coming Messiah was going to relieve the

suffering of captives, the blind, and those who were oppressed?

What was the good news that Jesus (as the Messiah) proclaimed and offered to those who were

suffering?

What does God want us to hear? Based on the passages above, what are the factual “takeaways”

that are meaningful to you?

WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO DO?

What is the difference between natural evil and moral evil? How can both be traced back to the

presence of sin in the world? 

 

Describe the difference between people who suffer because of their own actions and those who

suffer because of the actions of others.

 

If God were to suddenly snap his fingers and get rid of all the evil in the world, what, or who, would

be left? 

 

What is God’s plan to eventually get rid of all evil, and thus suffering, in the world? 

What does God want us to do? Flowing out of our reading and interpretation, what action does this

passage or the Spirit’s leading, nudging us toward? 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO? 

Identify a significant loss you’ve experienced, especially one caused by the indifference, negligence,

or malice of someone else. 

 

If you haven’t already, begin the process of grieving that loss until it eventually loses its power over

you. 

 

Sit with someone this week who is suffering, and walk alongside that individual in his or her grief.

Well-meaning“words of wisdom” may not be helpful during this time. 

What does God want ME to do? What is the personal application and action step that the Holy Spirit

is calling you toward?
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