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NOTES

Looking back at your notes from this
week’s message, was there anything
you heard for the first time, stuck
with you, challenged or confused
you?

What is the one important thing you
will take away from this weekend’s
message or our community group
discussion? Is there any challenge,
difficulty or praise that you would
like

to share with the group for prayer?
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SHATTERED

The Great Benefit Of Suffering
Romans 5:1-5

Pastor Matt Manning
matt.manning@crossroadsabc.com

Pastor Matt reminded us that in the shattered moments of life,
God is not absent, even though it may feel like it. Instead, he is
present and working. Sometimes we don’t see it until after the
trial is over, especially when he’s shaping us into something
extraordinary through a painful time in life.

MY STORY

Describe a time when you felt mixed emotions ... like feeling
angry and relieved, or fearful and happy — at the same time.
How is that even possible?

WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO HEAR?

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because
God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:1-5)

Pastor Matt said, “Paul says something so important here. This
grace that is now yours is not just something you agree with
intellectually; it is something you actually stand in. Meaning, this
is the new environment of your life. This is the reality you now live
inside of because of Jesus. Grace is the gift that has brought you
into this space. You did not climb into it; you were brought into it.”

Describe how a believer can go from suffering, to endurance, to

character, to hope, to a deeper understanding of how much God
loves him or her ...
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Why does a person have to embrace suffering, and not avoid it, in order to experience these other
treasures? Why does facing our pain, head-on, feel counterintuitive to most folks?

What does God want us to hear? Based on the passages above, what are the factual “takeaways”
that are meaningful to you?

WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO DO?

Pastor Matt said, “Trials, suffering, and tragic events come to us all in this vale of tears known as
human life. Suffering is undoubtedly the greatest challenge we face in this life. It is probably the
greatest challenge to our faith. In fact, it is suffering that has the ability to shut down our faith. And
for some of you, it is the thing that has tripped you up on your faith journey. For others, it is the
reason why you haven'’t put your faith in Jesus.”

How can a follower of Christ feel joy and sorrow at the same time? How does one help us to
understand the other?

In what sense is the experience of significant loss simply part of the human condition? How does the
way we respond to those losses make all the difference when it comes to our emotional health?

If we are brutally honest about what happened, and fully grieve what we’ve lost, what’s likely to
happen in our hearts? If we minimize what happened to us and just bury the pain, what’s likely to
happen in our hearts?

What does God want us to do? Flowing out of our reading and interpretation, what action does this
passage or the Spirit’s leading, nudging us toward?

WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO?
Describe an experience of deep suffering where, looking back, you were able to see God at work
through the trial.

If you came to the point of healthy resignation over the losses you experienced, how were you able
to glean a sense of meaning and purpose through that challenging time — even though you may still

wish the tragedy had never happened?

How do you know that you might need some help walking through this process? Seek out that help
this week. Who might need your help in this?

What does God want ME to do? What is the personal application and action step that the Holy Spirit
is calling you toward?
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