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NEXT STEPS
BAPTISM



NEXT STEPS
CONFIRMATION



NEXT STEPS
CONFIRMATION

For those who have already 
been baptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, but who have never 
been confirmed, or the 
equivalent in another 
tradition.



NEXT STEPS
RECEPTION

For those who have been 
Confirmed, or the equivalent 
In another tradition, and 
wish to be formally 
Welcomed into the 
Episcopal Church, and the 
Worldwide Anglican 
Communion.



NEXT STEPS
REAFFIRMATION

For confirmed Episcopalians 
who would like to renew 
their baptismal vows.



Key 
Assumptions
• Faith is a lifelong, non-linear journey! 
• No pressure. Confirm, not conform! 
• You belong, already and always. 



Group Norms

• Curiosity, Inquiry, and Wonder as Values 
• “I” Statements 
• Step up, Step Back, Make Space 
• Okay to pass 
• Confidentiality: Lessons leave but stories stay



20-Second  
INTROS
• Name, pronouns if desired 
• Where is home for you?  
• What brings you to Pathfinders?



Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we 
hold going back to Jesus, back to his spiritual ancestors, 
back to those who walked the earth and found holy 
ground. And what we do is often based on really ancient 
patterns—worship and music; loving service to the poor, 
the hurting, the lonely; working for justice and peace; 
lively, fearless education and formation of minds and 
souls. And that faith is also completely contemporary, 
engaged in the culture and the needs of the moment. 

Everybody needs a place. 
We invite you to make  

this place yours. 



The dignity and worth of every person. An open minded, 
passionate commitment to truth. The importance of 
everyone’s own spiritual journey. God’s friends wherever 
we find them. Seeking Christ in every person who comes 
through the door. The sacredness of life’s rites of passage. 
The value of community. The hard work necessary to 
make sure that all are welcomed. Telling the truth about 
life’s challenges. A “user-friendly” church experience. 
Children, youth and families. 

WHAT WE ARE FOR 



Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, 
especial ly in church. Bigotry for any reason. 
Authoritarianism. Indifference to injustice and suffering. 
Certitude in the face of ambiguity and superficial answers 
to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and 
general cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t 
always avoid these!) 

WHAT WE ARE AGAINST 



Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. 
Fortitude. Staying current, but equally staying rooted in 
tradition. Reason and honesty. Civic responsibility as New 
Yorkers, Americans and global citizens. Debate that 
allows for mutual respect. Music and beauty for their own 
sake. Joy in God’s creation. Anyone who makes an effort 
to get to know and follow Jesus. 

Welcome. 

WHAT WE VALUE 



St. Bart’s is  
Episcopal and Anglican



St. Bart’s is  
Episcopal and Anglican



The Episcopal Church belongs to a family of 
churches known as the Anglican Communion.  
Episcopalians are Anglicans, and the Episcopal 
Church is the United States’ member of the Anglican 
Communion. Episcopal and Anglican are sometimes 
used interchangeably.  

What is an Anglican?



With 85 million members, the Anglican Communion 
is the third largest family of churches around the 
world, and the largest such Protestant group.  

What is an Anglican?



With other Christians, we share a belief in the Holy 
Trinity, Baptism, Communion, the Apostles’ Creed, 
and a reverence for the Bible as containing all things 
necessary to salvation. 

What is an Anglican?



We are committed to prayer and worship, social 
witness, justice, peace, and reconciliation.  We 
believe the “Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,” 
and seek to be faithful stewards of all God has given 
us as we seek to build his Kingdom on earth.

What is an Anglican?



1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to 

challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth

Five Marks of Mission



ANGLICAN =  

What is an Anglican?



ANGLICAN =  

ENGLISH

What is an Anglican?

ANGLICAN =  

ENGLISH

What is an Anglican?



ANGLICAN =  

ENGLISH = 
VERNACULAR

What is an Anglican?



ANGLICAN =  

ENGLISH = 
VERNACULAR

What is an Anglican?



THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFMnj4Vh4GM


An Expression of Christianity that strives to be 
universal and local, globally aware and contextually 
responsive. At its best, embraces cultural diversity.

GLOBAL AND LOCAL



VIA MEDIA
The Middle Way 

Between: 
• Protestantism and Roman Catholicism 
• “Low Church” and “High Church” 
• Memorialist view of the Eucharist and 

Transubstantiation



LEX ORANDI,  
LEX CREDENDI
As we pray, so we believe.   
Praying shapes believing.



IMMERSIVE  
AND  

EMBODIED











Immersive Christianity reorients our 
hearts, minds, and bodies towards what 
really matters for life. 



Amidst all the stories society tells us, the 
Gospel reprograms us towards another 
story — one that upends all our earthly 
expectations and assumptions.



Survival of the fittest. 
You are what you do. 

People don’t/can’t change. 
Obsession with productivity. 

Wealth = Happiness.



THREE-LEGGED STOOL



THREE-LEGGED STOOL
I. Scripture 
Anglicans believe that God speaks to us in and     
through the sacred texts of the Bible. 



THREE-LEGGED STOOL
II. Tradition 
Scripture must be interpreted in the context of 
history and community — in conversation with 
those beside us and those behind us. We gain 
wisdom and clarity of discernment from the 
communion of saints across time and space.



THREE-LEGGED STOOL
III. Reason 
We take into account 
human reason, science, 
and modern wisdom. 
We believe God 
blessed humanity with 
intellect.



A Mere Christianity
Anglicanism is historically a “Big-Tent” tradition, 
which allows us to borrow, embrace, and draw 
from a wide spectrum of Christian (and 
neighboring) traditions and experiences — and 
do so with integrity. 







Pathfinders 
In Scripture



The 
Road to 
Damascus



The Road 
to Emmaus



The 
Ethiopian 
Eunuch



Journey of  
the Magi



The 
Road to 
Egypt



The Good Samaritan



Jacob Wrestles



Psalm 23
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake.4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.



Proverbs  
4:26
Ponder the path of your 
feet; then all your ways 
will be sure.



Jeremiah 6:16
Thus says the Lord: “Stand by the roads, and look, 
and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; 
and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.



Via Dolorosa



Liturgical Calendar



Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it 
became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a 
season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a 
time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of 
notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful  
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to 
the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation 
was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set  
forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all 
Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.

INVITATION TO A HOLY LENT



I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 
Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, 
by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating on God's holy 
Word.

INVITATION TO A HOLY LENT



(Re)orienting our  
Lives Toward God



Etymology 

“Lencten:” Spring Season

NOT



FORTY DAYS

The Flood



FORTY DAYS

Jonah & The People 
of Ninevah



FORTY DAYS

The Prophet 
Ezekiel



FORTY DAYS

Exodus 
& Wilderness  
Wandering



FORTY DAYS

Jesus in the 
Desert



FORTY DAYS

Resurrection 
Appearances



PARALLELISM

Red Sea 
>>> 

Wandering



PARALLELISM

Baptism 
>>> 

Wilderness



PARALLELISM

Transfiguration 
>>> 

Cross



TRIDIUUM 
THE GREAT 

THREE DAYS



MAUNDY THURSDAY

“A new commandment  
I give you…”



MAUNDY THURSDAY



MAUNDY THURSDAY



MAUNDY THURSDAY



GOOD FRIDAY



HOLY SATURDAYHOLY SATURDAY



THE GREAT VIGIL  
OF EASTER













Small Group Discussion
• How would you describe your path right now?



Q&A



APP

Scan the QR code 
Visit stbarts.org/app 

Or Search “St. Bart’s NYC” in App Store 



For Next Week
• Read the Introduction in Walk in Love 

• Discussion Prompt: Describe your religious 
background (if any). You may wish to talk about 
its values, its gifts, and its challenges. What do you 
hope to always carry with you? What do you want 
to leave behind? What questions are you exploring? 

• Blessing of the Pathfinders at 11 am 3/16



My Lord God, 
I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following your will 

does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please you 

does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.

THOMAS MERTON PRAYER



And I know that if I do this  
you will lead me by the right road 

Though I may know nothing about it 
Therefore will I trust you always though 

I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me 

And you will never leave me to face my perils alone 
Amen.


