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“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”   
  (Luke 23:34)

Friday, March 29, 2024     Noon

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
                                            The Last Words of Christ: A Service for Good Friday

Welcome Home!

Welcome to worship at All Saints’. If this is your first time with us, we invite you  
to complete a newcomer card by scanning the QR code on the back of this bulletin. All are  

welcome to receive communion at God’s table, the clergy are happy to speak with you  
at any time, and we’re delighted you’re here. Welcome home!

Worship Note
Good Friday is the most solemn fast day of the church year, the day when we gather to remember Christ’s suffering 
and death on the cross. In preparation for Good Friday services, all decorations have been removed from the altar  

and the cross is veiled. Today, we reflect on the seven last words of Christ, taken from the four Gospels. In Matthew 
and Mark, Jesus cries out to God in despair. In Luke, Jesus forgives those who have crucified him, comforts the 
penitent thief, and gives up his spirit. And in John, Jesus speaks to his mother and Peter, thirsts, and declares  

that his life is finished. Together, these sayings tell the story of a savior who is infinitely forgiving,  
even as he endures death on a cross. 

The Entrance Rite
Prelude | “The Old Rugged Cross” arr. Marilynn Ham

The people stand as the bell tolls, and the worship leaders enter in silence.

Opening Prayer | 

Officiant Blessed be our God.
Officiant Now and forever. Amen. 
and People 

Officiant Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus  
  Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death  
  upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever  
  and ever. 
People  Amen.
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Opening Hymn | “O sacred head, sore wounded” Herzlich tut mich verlangen

The people are seated. 

The First Word | 

Reader  As they nailed him to the cross, Jesus said “Father, forgive them, for they know not what  
  they do.” (Luke 23:34)
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Prayer |  
Reader  Lord Christ, who in your forgiving love prayed for those who nailed you to the cross, and

taught us to forgive one another as you have forgiven us: Take from us all bitterness and 
resentment, and give us the spirit of mutual forgiveness and gracious love; that we may be 
partakers of your everlasting kingdom; for your mercy’s sake.

People  Amen.

The first candle is extinguished.

Anthem | O vos omnes Pablo Casals (1876–1973)
O vos ómnes qui transítis per víam, atténdite et vidéte:

Si est dólor símilis sícut dólor méus.
Atténdite, univérsi pópuli, et vidéte dolórem méum.

Si est dólor símilis sícut dólor méus.

O all you who walk by on the road, pay attention and see:
if there be any sorrow like my sorrow.

Pay attention, all people, and look at my sorrow:
if there be any sorrow like my sorrow.

demands my soul, my life, my all.

A period of silence is observed.

The Second Word | 

Reader  Jesus cried out “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)

Prayer |  
Reader  Loving God, whose blessed Son endured the loneliness and darkness of the cross, that we 

might enjoy eternal fellowship with you: Grant that amidst life’s shadows we may know that 
we are never forsaken, but that we are ever walking in the light of your countenance; Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen.

The second candle is extinguished.
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Hymn | 

The people stand and sing. 

“My Song is love unknown” Love unknown

The people are seated as a period of silence is observed.
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The Third Word |  
Reader  Jesus said to his mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then he said to the disciple, 
  “Behold your mother!” (John 19:26–27)

Prayer |   
Reader  O Son of God, who by your passion brought to birth the new family of the children of God: 

Grant us grace, as members of that beloved family, to realize our kinship with each other, 
and to love all people for your sake, who loved us and gave yourself for us, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

People  Amen.

The third candle is extinguished.

Anthem | “God so Loved the World” from The Crucifixion  John Stainer (1840–1901)
God so loved the world.
God so loved the world,

that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoso believeth, believeth in Him

should not perish, should not perish
but have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world
to condemn the world.

God sent not His Son into the world
to condemn the world;

But that the world through Him might be saved.
God so loved the world.
God so loved the world,

that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoso believeth, believeth in Him

should not perish, should not perish
but have everlasting life, everlasting life,

everlasting, everlasting life.
God so loved the world.

Text: John 3:16–17

A period of silence is observed. 

The Fourth Word |  
Reader  Jesus said, “I thirst!” (John 19:28)

Prayer |   
Reader  Blessed Lord, who on the cross endured the thirst both of spiritual desire and of physical 

anguish: Satisfy the longings of our hearts, we humbly ask, and comfort those who suffer. 
May they know that they are never alone, always surrounded by your love. For you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People  Amen.

The fourth candle is extinguished.
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Hymn | 

The people stand and sing. 

“When I survey the wondrous cross”   Rockingham

The people are seated, and a period of silence is observed.

The Fifth Word |  
Reader  One of the thieves crucified with Jesus said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your  
  kingdom. He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ ” (Luke 23:43)

Prayer |   
Reader  Blessed Savior, who when hanging on the cross welcomed the penitent sinner:

We ask you, by that same compassion, to pardon the guilty, heal the wounded, recover the 
fallen, restore the wandering; that casting themselves upon your mercy they may return  
with penitence to the embrace of your love, and enter into the joy of your presence; for your 
love’s sake. 

People  Amen. 

The fifth candle is extinguished.
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Offertory Hymn | 

An offering is collected to support the church’s work of reconciliation in Jerusalem and the Middle East.
The people stand and sing. 

“Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended” Herzliebster Jesu

The people are seated, and a period of silence is observed.

The Sixth Word |  
Reader  Jesus lifted his head and cried aloud “It is finished!” (John 19:30)

Prayer |   
Reader  Grant, O Lord, unto us, and to all your servants, the grace of perseverance unto the end;  
  in the power of him who for the finish ing of your work laid down his life, even your Son   
  Jesus Christ our Lord.
People  Amen. 

The sixth candle is extinguished.
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Anthem | “Christ, we do all adore thee” from The Seven Last Words of Christ  Théodore Dubois (1837–1924) 
Christ, we do all adore Thee, and we do praise Thee forever,

For on the holy cross hast thou the world from sin redeemed; 
Christ, we do all adore thee, and we do praise thee forever; 

Christ, we do all adore thee!

A period of silence is observed. 

The Seventh Word |  
Officiant Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”   
  Having said this, he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46)

Prayer |   
Officiant Loving God, in whose hands are the hearts of all your children: Grant us the faith that

commits all to you; that trusting ourselves wholly to your love and wisdom, we may meet 
all that life may bring, and death itself at last, with serenity and courage; through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

People  Amen. 

The Grace |   
Officiant Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help  
  of your heavenly grace, we may be upheld by your divine protection; 
Officiant and People

And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit is with us, now and forever more. Amen.

The seventh candle is extinguished.
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Musical Meditation | 

“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” African American spiritual
 arr. H. T. Burleigh (1866–1949)

Laura English-Robinson, soprano
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble…
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble…

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

The people depart in silence

Following the service, we gather in the courtyard at 1:30 to walk the 
stations of the cross with our neighbors in midtown. 

The chapel remains open for prayer for those who wish to walk the labyrinth. 

This service is adapted from a similar liturgy crafted by the Rev. Alastair Sing-McCollum at 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine in Victoria, British Columbia. 
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All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
is a parish in the Diocese of Atlanta  

The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 

 
Rector 

The Rev. Dr. Simon J. Mainwaring 
 

2023-2024 Vestry 
Louisa Johnson, Senior Warden  •  Greg Cole, Junior Warden  •  Jack Norton, Clerk  •  Sheldon Taylor, Treasurer 

Justin Averette  •  Luke Barton  •  Jerry Byrd  •  Deborah Cox  •  Beth Frilingos •  Sheffield Hale                      
Melanie Hardin  •  Michael Kennedy  •  Missi McMorries  •  Alvin Moore •  Steve Moreland                                    

Ross Nicholas, III  •  Gail Rogers  •  Kate Stradtman  •  Martie Zakas 
 

Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Andrew K. Barnett, Senior Associate Rector for Program 

The Rev. Karen P. Evans, Parish Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jennifer M. McBride, Associate Rector for Formation  

The Rev. Dr. Denni Moss, Priest Associate for Pastoral Care  

The Rev. Natosha Reid Rice, Minister for Public Life 

The Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu, Priest Associate 

 
Affiliated Clergy and Staff 

The Very. Rev. Dr. Harry H. Pritchett, Rector Emeritus  •  The Rev. Robert T. M. Book  •  The Rev. Bill Clarkson       
The Rev. Dr. James M. Donald  •  The Rev. Spurgeon Hays  •  The Rev. Dr. David M. Moss, III 

The Rev. Gary Mull  •  The Rev. Martha Sterne  •  The Rev. Paul Thim  •  The Rev. Richard Winters                      
Ray and Beth Chenault,  Organists  and  Choirmasters  Emeriti 

 

Administrative, Facilities, and Program Staff
Tasia Blair, Young Adult Coordinator 

Jeff Couch, Project & Facilities Manager  
Andi Dixon, Director of Communications Nancy 

Dodson, Director of Finance 
Betsey Gibbs, Membership Coordinator  

Ellen Hayes, Director of Stewardship & Development 
Reece Johnson, Head Sexton 

Janelle King, Director of All Saints’ Nursery 
Karol Kimmell, Director of Youth & Children’s Choirs 

Benjenia Lee, Sexton 
Justin Maxey, Associate Director of Music 

Marcia Mayfield, Threads Coordinator 

Louisa Merchant, Director of Refugee Ministries 
Randy Miller, Director of Security 

Marie-Louise Muhumuza, Receptionist 
Luke Nolfa, Youth Minister 

Kathy Roberts, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Tracey Sage, Executive Assistant to the Rector 

Annette Sullivan, Director of Parish Life 
Zach Thomas, Facilities Assistant 

Millie Turek, Accompanist, Youth and Children's Choirs 
Phil Turks, Sexton 

Victor Young, Sexton
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OOuurr  SSuunnddaayy  WWoorrsshhiipp  SScchheedduullee  

 
For information on viewing our online worship services, please visit us at 

allsaintsatlanta.org 

We’re excited to get to know you, and to welcome you to  
this amazing community. You can use this QR code to help 
us stay in touch, or if you’d prefer pen and paper, you can  
fill out one of the visitor cards in the back of the pew and  
place it in the offering plate or hand it to a staff member. 

634 West Peachtree Street NW | Atlanta, Georgia 30308-1925 
telephone: 404.881.0835 | facsimile: 404.881.3796 

aallllssaaiinnttssaattllaannttaa..oorrgg

Schedule for Holy Week 

Good Friday
Friday, March 29
We pray in the shadow of the cross, reflecting on Christ’s last words and the meaning of the cross in our lives. Then we collaborate with 
neighborhood churches to pray the stations of the cross across Midtown Atlanta

12:00 p.m. - A Service of Christ’s Last Words for Good Friday (Church)

1:30 p.m. - Midtown Stations of the Cross (Meet in the Kennedy Courtyard)

Easter Day
Sunday, March 31
We celebrate the paschal mystery: “Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed.” Join us for the principal feast of the Christian year, 
with festival Holy Eucharist, soaring music including timpani and brass, stunning flowers and the full community gathered in joy.
6:00 a.m. - The Great Vigil of Easter (Church) 8:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
9:00 a.m. - Festival Holy Eucharist with Children’s and Youth Choirs (Ellis Hall)
9:00 a.m. - Festival Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir (Church)
11:15 a.m. - Festival Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir (Church)

NOTE: There is no The Welcome Table service at 5:00 p.m. on Easter Day.


