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Life of the Church

In worship on Sunday, August 18, our focus was on “worry and wonder.” In response to Jesus’ encouragement 
(Matthew 6:25-34), we acknowledged our worries and turned our eyes to the birds of the air, the lilies of the 
field, and other experiences from our own lives to encourage our celebration of God’s loving care. A globe at 
the front of our worship space reminded us that God’s got the whole world in God’s hands.

It was moving to watch members young and seasoned walk to the globe, opened on a hinge, and place slips 
of paper, one with words related to your worries and the other with words related to your wonder - your 
reflections on the ways God has shown care and blessed you. It was equally moving to sit down with those slips 
of paper after worship and read what you wrote. I was moved to prayer, translating my empathy for you into 
appeals for God’s favor and my celebration with you into thanks for God’s faithful love. 

While respecting the private concerns that I will hold in trust, I can say something about the worries and 
wonders that featured most prominently. Here are some of the worries that many of us share:

•	 Family: Our children; our parenting; our parents; our marriages
•	 Money and finances - making ends meet; planning for the future
•	 Health - our own and that of people we love
•	 Relationships - good ones, challenging ones, ones we want to have
•	 Work or School
•	 Politics - the upcoming election; the divisiveness of our current political environment
•	 World events - Ukraine; Gaza; international tensions
•	 The environment

As you might imagine, when it comes to wonder, many of us experience God’s blessing through:

•	 Family and friends who mean the world to us
•	 Nature in its manifold expressions
•	 Our pets
•	 The gifts of rest and sleep and nourishment and good health
•	 Healing
•	 Restoration and belonging
•	 Feeling loved
•	 Answered prayers in times of financial, physical, and relational need
•	 The simple, profound experience of God’s presence and love

Aren’t you glad that we are a community of faith where love reigns, where we can share our worries and our 
wonders knowing that we’re not alone, that we’re in this together, surrounded by the love and care of God?

-Pastor Greg
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New to the Pew Blessing

On Sunday, our church prayed over our 1st graders as they received their Bibles, and we affirmed their 
presence in worship. We know that children learn how to worship God by watching the adults they know 
and love worship, by participating, and by asking questions.  It is also my hope, that by worshipping with our 
children, we adults will learn just as much from them. Our kids are full of wisdom and wonder, and as I say 
every year, we are so lucky to get to worship God with them. As we prayed over them on Sunday, “We commit 
to worship with you, learn from you, and pray for you, as you grow in wisdom and grace. May you feel God’s 
love here.” I look forward to all the ways we will grow alongside each other this year! 

-Pastor Brittany
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Save the Date! 
Parenting and Faith Workshop
October 12

Save the date for a Parenting and Faith Workshop led by 
Meredith Miller, author of Woven: Nurturing a Faith Your Kids 
Don’t Have to Heal From. She will lead us in conversations 
centered around faith formation for our children and how 
to help our kids have a strong and adaptable faith. More 
details coming soon!

First Baptist Pride Shirts

First Baptist is re-ordering shirts in time for MidMo PrideFest on September 28, 2024. 
Whether you plan to represent First Baptist at Pride or want an awesome shirt proclaiming 
God’s inclusive love, this shirt is for you! The cost is $15/shirt and we will only be purchasing 
what is ordered. The deadline to purchase a shirt is September 16th so order soon!
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Baptizing America:
Fall Book Study
Thursdays in October

As we approach a major, upcoming election, 
increased attention has been given to the rise 
of Christian nationalism, an unholy marriage of 
religion and political power. To learn more about 
this and consider how best to respond, we will be 
doing an October book study. 

Baptizing America: How Mainline Protestants 
Helped Build Christian Nationalism, provides 
a compelling narrative about how mainline 
Protestantism promoted Christian nationalism’s 
growing influence in American life. It also offers 
insights into what might be done about it.

We will meet on Thursdays, October 3, 10, 17, 
and 24 (6 pm) for discussions facilitated by 
interim pastor Greg Hunt.

If you are interested, please email Greg at 
ghunt@fbc-columbia.org. Participants are asked 
to purchase the book independently.

Health Station 
Update

In association with the Lions 
Club, we are collecting 
eyeglasses (no cases) for those 
in need. You can donate used 
eyeglassses in our new eye 
glass collection box that is on 
the bookcase just outside the 
Health Station. 
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Looking for an 
Adult Small Group?

Jon Ludwig will teach the Discussion Class, which meets in the Parlor at 10:15 on Sunday mornings during 
the month of February. Jon has been part of First Baptist since 2016 and was ordained here. Jon is a 2014 
graduate of Fuller Seminary.  He will be teaching about the Power of Love.

FEB 5 Loving as God Loves    

Ruth 4 & John 1

FEB 12 A Parent’s Love  

1 Kings 3

FEB 19 True Friendship           

1 Samuel 18

FEB 26 Living for Others          Matthew 15 
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