
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Worship of God  

November 30, 2025                                      11:15 am   

( Indicates those who are able, please stand) 
 

 

~ First Sunday of Advent ~ 

 

It’s been a long time comin’. 

I don’t know how many years 

and days I’ve been waitin’ for 

change. I’ve been playin’ 

Sam’s song for far too long, 

but I’m still holdin’ on. 
 

I saw a young man today. Not 

even a young man, a baby boy. 

And in that baby’s cries I heard 

rise the voices of future generations 

singin’ their song 

that went somethin’ like: 
 

“We gon’ be alright!” 
 

And I believe it 

because I have seen it. 

- Drew Edward Jackson 

 

Gathering Chime 
 

As the bell is chimed, we invite you to pause, center yourself,  

and prepare your heart and mind for worship. 

                                         



Prelude                                       An Advent Prelude                   by Charles Callahan 

Zach Beran, trumpet 

Colleen Ostercamp, organ 

 

Welcome                                                                                     Pastor Kristin McAtee  


Call to Worship (responsive)                                                 Pastor Kristin McAtee                                          

 

We gather together in this place: 

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets, 

we who dare to imagine a world renewed; 

we who dare to dream God’s dream. 

We proclaim expectation with Isaiah! 

God’s redemption is near! 

Through tears and through trials, 

we hold fast to our hope. 

Do not fear, for God is faithful. 

Our redemption rises with the dawn. 

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait. 

We have come to wonder and praise.  



Opening Hymn 133       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

featuring Chancel Bells & Brass 

Blessing of the Christmas Trees                                               Pastor Kristin McAtee  

God who created all things, bless these trees as we decorate them and make 

them a joyful symbol for our Sanctuary. May their branches remind us of the 

shelter and shade you provide for us and for many creatures. May their trunks 

remind us of your strength. May their lights bring us peace. May we 

remember your gift to us this season, the gift of Jesus, Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Hanging of the Green & Practicing Joy                                           Piano Selections  

Carter Thiemann, piano 

 

Children’s Message                                                     Pastor Brittany McDonald Null 

 

Prayer for Illumination                                                             Pastor Kristin McAtee 

 

Scripture Reading                                                                                Noah Hartsfield                                          
 

Isaiah 2:1-5  

This is what Isaiah, Amoz’s son, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In the days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 

    will be the highest of the mountains. 

    It will be lifted above the hills; 

        peoples will stream to it. 

Many nations will go and say, 

“Come, let’s go up to the LORD’s mountain, 

    to the house of Jacob’s God 

        so that God may teach us their ways 

        and we may walk in God’s paths.” 

Instruction will come from Zion; 

    the LORD’s word from Jerusalem. 

God will judge between the nations, 

    and settle disputes of mighty nations. 

Then they will beat their swords into iron plows 

    and their spears into pruning tools. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation; 

    they will no longer learn how to make war. 

Come, house of Jacob, 

    let’s walk by the LORD’s light. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

                                                       Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Lighting of the Candle of Hope (responsive)                           The Hartsfield Family 

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times  

and in a thousand ways. 

Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective.  

The element of the story we focus on changes how we hear it,  

how we imagine it, and how we experience it. 

 

Guided Meditation on Hope 

 

Now, just like then, faithful families trust that somehow,  

each seemingly impossible situation will work out. 

Mary and Joseph held on to hope when their options  

seemed to be in short supply. It was a hope that things would get better. 

We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, 

unknown story to unfold. 
 

Sharing Our Gifts                                                       Pastor Brittany McDonald Null                                             

 

Anthem                           Above the Hills the Advent Light                 by Wihla Hutson 

Chancel Choir w/ Colleen Ostercamp 
 

Above the hills the Advent Light awakes the midnight sky; 

Great God, our Judge, enthroned in might, descends from heav'n on high. 

Rejoice, rejoice, the Lord is nigh! 
 

In God's own time shall evil cease when His day shall appear. 

Repentant souls shall know His peace, meek hearts His gospel hear. 

Rejoice, rejoice, the King draws near. 
 

Then let us all prepare Him place within our hearts to dwell, 

Receive His heavenly grace, set free from sin and hell. 

Rejoice, rejoice, O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Above the hills the sun's first rays their golden splendor fling; 

O God, send in the glorious days whereof the prophets sing. 

Rejoice, rejoice, we greet our King! 

 



 Hymn                       Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

featuring Chancel Brass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Message                                                                                      Pastor Kristin McAtee 

 

Hymn 163                       Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming  

featuring Chancel Brass 

 

Life of the Church                                                                  Pastor Kristin McAtee 

 

Benediction                                                                                                       

                                                               

Postlude                            Fanfare on “Adeste Fideles”              by Gordon Young 

Colleen Ostercamp, organ 

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Notes 

 

 

Chancel Brass:  

Zach Beran, Kevin Ray, Calvin, 

Cheryl Brewer, Doug Clem, Hugh Emerson 
 

We Gon’ Be Alright, by Drew Edward Jackson from God Speaks Through Wombs: Poems on God’s 

Unexpected Coming. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Words: Latin hymn, 12th C; tr John M Neale, 1851. Music: Thomas 

Helmore, 1854; based on plainsong phrases.  

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending, Words: Charles Wesley (sts. 1,2,4), 1758; John Cennick (st. 

3) (Rev. 1:7). Music: Mark Edwards, 2008.  

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming, Words: German carol, 16th C. Music: Alte Catholische Geistliche 

Kirchengesäng, 1599.    

Songs printed in bulletin by permission, CCLI #1515189 & OneLicense.net #A-707314. 



 

Week at a Glance 

     

Sunday, November 30 – Hanging of the Green 
    9:10 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary  
    9:15 am Awakening Service in the Fellowship Hall 

  10:15 am Spiritual Formation Hour –Adult, Youth & First Kids Sunday School   

  11:15 am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

    4:00 pm Intergenerational Advent in the College Room 
     

Monday, December 1 
     1:00 pm Staff Meeting 

 

Tuesday, December 2 
     1:00 pm Crafty Critters in the Conference Room 

 

Wednesday, December 3 
     6:00 pm Youth Group 

     6:30 pm Chancel Bells in the Sanctuary 
   

Thursday, December 4 
   10:30 am First Baptist Women’s Zoom Book Study 

 

Sunday, December 7 
    9:10 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary  
  10:15 am Spiritual Formation Hour –Adult, Youth & First Kids Sunday School   

  11:15 am Combined Worship in the Fellowship Hall  

                  followed by a business meeting 

    4:00 pm Intergenerational Advent in the College Room 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 

     

Welcome Visitors!  

If you are visiting, we are so glad to have you with us! If you would like 

to receive more information about First Baptist and our ministries, you 

can fill out a connection card from the pew back, scan the QR code in the 

bulletin, or visit our website at fbc-columbia.org/connect 
 

Combined Worship & Church Business Meeting – December 7 
On December 7, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for worship at 11:15 am, 

followed by a vote on our 2026 Budget and Nominating Committee Report. Bible 

Study will be held at its regular time of 10:15am.  

 

Meeting Agenda 

 

Call to Order 

 

2026 Church Budget 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

 

Telling Team Request for Funds 

 

Other Business 

 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Voluntary Action Center’s Holiday Giving Program 
There are a few gifts left on the 

bulletin board for VAC’s Holiday 

Giving Program. If you want to 

participate, please select one or more 

of the color gift cards from the 

bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 

corridor. Leave the black and white 

cards for our reference. Please bring 

unwrapped gifts, with color tag 

attached, to FBC no later than 

Sunday, December 7.  

 

Staff Appreciation 
The Personnel Committee asks the congregation to join us in sending notes of 

appreciation to all of our church staff. 2025 has been a very successful transition year 

as Kristin joined us January 20 as our Sr. Pastor. We are thankful for all of our staff 

as they support the ministry and mission of our church. Over the next two weeks the 

Personnel Committee will ask Kristin to take the staff to lunch and the committee 

will provide breakfast at the church, a small bag of gift cards and thank you notes. 

Take a moment over the next few weeks to thank all of our staff for their call to serve 

and the good work they have done this year. Our staff includes, Kristin McAtee, 

Brittany McDonald Null, Colleen Ostercamp, Shelby Pride, Jonathan Ray, Noah 

Hartsfield, Danielle McAtee, Susan Goudie, Brenda Rice, Mike Ide, Nellene Martin, 

Childcare providers Lea McClurg, Mia Fowler, Mia Fowler, Nikkie Allen, Diana 

Vaughan, Lea McClurg. Musicians Jade Leung, Maggie Hosking, Carter Thiemann, 

Miles Skaggs and Easton Kerns. 

 

-Submitted by the Personnel Committee: Jen Boeckman, David Chang, Becki Forsee, 

Charles Hunter, Michelle Kasmann, Sherry Wyatt and Kristin McAtee. 

 

 

 

 



Rooted in Abundance, Tending Generosity 
Last week, we asked you to prayerfully consider your 

giving for next year. We know this is a personal and 

sensitive matter, but it is also a spiritual discipline. 

Pledge cards are available for you to record your 

commitment. You can turn in your pledge 

anonymously. We encourage all to make a pledge as a 

prayerful practice, and as a way to help our church 

practice good stewardship. Cards can be placed in the 

offering plates. 
 

Intergenerational Advent - Begins Sunday, November 30 at 4 pm 
Sharing shapes our faith. 

We grow alongside one another when we listen 

deeply, share our stories, and make space for 

the experiences of others. This Advent, we are 

practicing that together through an 

intergenerational small group using the Will to 

Dream curriculum. 

This resource works best when upper 

elementary students, youth, and adults 

participate together in shared conversation. 

Even so, we welcome all ages to take part in 

ways that are meaningful for them. Childcare 

will be available for those who need it. Our 

time together will focus on building 

relationships and learning about God from one another.  

 

Each gathering will include a sharing circle inspired by Indigenous practices often 

called a Talking Circle, where every person has an equal and honored voice. We will 

also share in hands-on activities, prayer, reflection, and songs. The season itself calls 

us into shared life. Elizabeth and Mary shared their experiences of pregnancy, 

animals shared their space, shepherds shared good news, and magi shared their gifts. 

We will meet Sundays November 30 through December 28 at 4:00 pm in the 

College Room, on the first floor of the Connector Building. We hope you will join 

us as we learn, listen, and dream together this season. 
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