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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE BABIES ,  1s  & 2s    3

Play with toy vehicles. Tell the Bible story 
(reverse side). Say: “God chose Paul and 
Barnabas to go and tell. God chooses people 
today to go tell others about Jesus.” Talk about 
the different transportation missionaries can use.

Obtain the contact information for 
missionaries connected to your 
church. Talk with  
your family about the  
missionaries. Pray  
together for them.  
Invite your child to  
draw pictures or make  
marks on paper to place 
inside card(s) from your  
family. Tell the Bible  
story (reverse side). Mail  
the card(s) to the  
missionaries you chose.

Give your child a plastic toy boat to float 
in the water during bath time or one 
to hold as you change a diaper. Say: 
“People tell about God and Jesus.” Tell 
your baby that Paul traveled by boat 
from one place to another to tell people 
about Jesus (see reverse side).
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Paul and Barnabas Were Missionaries
UNIT 1  .  SESSION 1

UNIT VERSE
Go and tell the good 
news about Jesus. 

MARK 16:15

MAILMAILMAILCards and
Drawings to Missionaries
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Check out our BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE AT HOME 
resource for weekly family discipleship and worship.

�DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Acts 13:2

Monday: Acts 10:42

Tuesday: Matthew 10:7

Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 9:14

Thursday: 2 Timothy 4:2

Friday: Mark 6:12

Saturday: Romans 10:15

�THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Paul and Barnabas were 
missionaries who told people 
about Jesus. God wants us to tell 
people about Jesus, too. 

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

People tell about God and Jesus.

�LIVE IT OUT

Write on a piece of paper God 
chose Paul and Barnabas to do 
His work. Acts 13:2. Give your 
child markers, dot painters, 
crayons, and stickers to decorate 
the paper. Review the Bible story 
as she works.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Paul and 
Barnabas Were 
Missionaries 
BASED ON ACTS 13

Babies

Saul, who was also called Paul, 
and Barnabas were sent by God to tell people about Jesus.

Paul and Barnabas sailed to many places to tell people about Jesus.
Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch and talked to the people about 

God and Jesus.

1s

At the church in Antioch, Paul (also called Saul) and Barnabas were sent 
to other places to tell people about Jesus.

Paul and Barnabas sailed to different cities and told about Jesus.
Returning to Antioch, Paul and Barnabas told the people what God 

said.

2s

Two men from the church in Antioch, Barnabas, and Paul (also called 
Saul), were sent to tell people about Jesus.

These men sailed and walked to many places as they told about Jesus.
Paul was not afraid to tell people about Jesus. He also told about 

Samuel, Saul, David, and John.
Returning to Antioch, Paul and Barnabas told the people what God 

said.

WEEKLY VERSE  �God chose Paul and Barnabas to do His work.  
Acts 13:2

Missionaries go and tell  
people about Jesus.

LIFE POINT
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Check out our BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE AT HOME 
resource for weekly family discipleship and worship.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Paul and Barnabas 
Were Missionaries 
BASED ON ACTS 13

Paul and Barnabas were teachers in the 
church at Antioch. God wanted them to 
go to many places and tell people about 
Jesus. The men in the church prayed for 
Paul and Barnabas before they left. The 
church sent them out as missionaries.

Paul and Barnabas sailed to an island 
called Cyprus. They taught about Jesus in the 
synagogues (churches). The synagogue was a place where people went 
to pray and learn about God.

Next they sailed from the island and went to many other places. 
Everywhere they went, they told the people about God and that Jesus 
was God�s Son. Many people wanted to hear more about Jesus.

In one town, Paul taught about Jesus in the synagogue. The people 
asked Paul and Barnabas to come back the next week and teach them 
more about Jesus. A large crowd came to hear Paul. Some of the people 
believed Jesus was God�s Son; other people did not believe.

Paul and Barnabas continued to be missionaries and tell people about 
Jesus in many different places.  

WEEKLY VERSE  GOD CHOSE PAUL AND BARNABAS TO DO HIS 
WORK. ACTS 13:2

LIFE POINT

Missionaries go and tell people  
about Jesus.

�THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Paul and Barnabas were 
missionaries who told people 
about Jesus. God wants us to tell 
people about Jesus, too.

LIVE IT OUT

Write God chose Paul and 
Barnabas to do His work. Acts 
13:2 on a piece of paper. Give 
your child markers, dot painters, 
crayons, and stickers to decorate 
the paper. Review the Bible story 
as she works. 

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Missionaries are people who 
tell other people about God and 
Jesus.

�DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Acts 13:2

Monday: Acts 10:42

Tuesday: Matthew 10:7

Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 9:14

Thursday: 2 Timothy 4:2

Friday: Mark 6:12

Saturday: Romans 10:15
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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE 3rd & 4th GR ADE    3
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Paul and Barnabas Were Missionaries
UNIT 1  .  SESSION 1

UNIT VERSE
He said to them, “Go into 

all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation.”

MARK 16:15 (CSB)

LIFE

Missions Match

Some missionaries are foreign missionaries. This means they travel 
away from home, sometimes a far distance, to tell about Jesus. Look 
at the phrases scattered around the map. Circle the activities that 
missionaries might experience when they are on mission that are true.

Christians are called to help all the world hear 
the gospel and God’s plan for salvation. Look 
up each Scripture reference and draw a line to 
what the verse says a missionary should do.

Eat new food

See their family and 
hometown friends 

every day

Make new friends

Learn a new 
language

Travel a long way 
from home

Not have to 
trust God

Not need 
prayers

Share the gospel 
with people

Trust in God

Missions Match

Show people how to 
be saved by Jesus.

Go and make disciples, 
baptize them, and teach 

them to obey God. 

Tell people how wonderful 
God is and the amazing 

things He’s done.

Have peace in 
Jesus as they 

go to tell others. 

Matthew 28:19-20 1 Chronicles 16:24 John 20:21 Acts 13:47

Missionary
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Check out our BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE AT HOME 
resource for weekly family discipleship and worship.

�DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Acts 13:2
Monday: Acts 10:42
Tuesday: Matthew 10:7
Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 9:14
Thursday: 2 Timothy 4:2
Friday: Matthew 4:23
Saturday: Romans 10:15

�THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

In this Bible story, the Holy 
Spirit commanded the Antioch 
church to set apart Paul and 
Barnabas to go and tell about 
Jesus. Believers can learn from 
these church leaders, Paul, and 
Barnabas that we can tell people 
the good news about Jesus. 

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Missionaries are Christians 
called by God to tell another 
group of people the good news 
about Jesus.

�LIVE IT OUT

Search online (namb.net or 
imb.org) and choose one or 
more missionaries to pray 
for this week. Read Acts 13:2 
together. Remind your child 
that God chooses people to 
be missionaries. 

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Paul and 
Barnabas Were 
Missionaries
ACTS 13

When Saul, Barnabas, and other men 
came to the church at Antioch, they 
did not know it would be a special day. 
While they worshiped and taught about 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit sent a message: 
“I have something special for Saul and 
Barnabas to do. Recognize them for this 
special work.” The men placed their hands on Saul and Barnabas and 
sent them off to tell others about Jesus. 

Saul (who was also called Paul) and Barnabas took a boat to Cyprus 
and preached about Jesus in the synagogues. In Paphos they met a 
government leader who wanted to hear what they were teaching, but a 
magician named Elymas did not want the leader to hear. Elymas made it 
difficult for Paul to teach. Paul stared right at the evil man and said, “You 
are changing God’s words. You are evil. God will make you blind for a 
time because of this.” Immediately, everything was dark for Elymas. When 
the leader saw it, he was amazed by God’s power and believed what Paul 
and Barnabas said about Jesus. 

Paul and Barnabas continued to travel. One day they listened as God’s 
Word was read in the synagogue. Then the church leaders invited them 
to speak. Paul reviewed Jewish history with them. He reminded the 
people how God worked when they were in Egypt and in the desert. God 
gave them good land and judges to help them know what to do. God also 
gave them a great king named David.  

Paul explained that John the Baptist preached about the One who was 
coming. This was Jesus, a descendant of King David. Paul showed them 
Scriptures about Jesus and taught about Jesus’ death and resurrection.

On the next Sabbath day, Paul and Barnabas returned to the 
synagogue to preach. This time even more people showed up to hear. 
This made some Jewish leaders jealous, and they caused problems for 
Paul and Barnabas.

“Because you reject what we say,” Paul said, “we will share God’s 
message with the Gentiles.” The Gentiles, people who were not Jewish, 
were excited to hear about Jesus. Many people believed in Jesus, and 
the good news spread throughout the whole area.

WEEKLY VERSE  Acts 13:2

God chooses people to go to other 
places and tell about Jesus.

LIFE POINT
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