
DISCUSSION GUIDE

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -
Have you ever seen, watched, or sailed on 
an actual ice breaker ship? Would 

you sail on one if you had the 
chance? Why or why not? 

Check out this video for inspiration >>

Day One: Matthew 18

Day Two: Genesis 18

Day Three: 1 Corinthians 2

Day Four: 2 Timothy 4

Day Five: Job 18

1.	 Who are some of the people in your life who you thought should 
have been around longer, accomplished more in your life or the 
lives of others, and how you processed their “premature” deaths?

2.	 It is natural to see ourselves as indispensable, integral, 
irreplaceable, and vital to the success of things in our families, 
jobs, or church roles. As you read 1 Kings 19:14-18, process 
together how this relates to your life and roles considering God’s 
faithfulness to Elijah and His chosen people, Israel. 

3.	 As a life-long interim, what are some areas where you may need 
to be looking for and investing in your successor(s)? 

4.	 Pastor Tom and 1 Kings 19:19-21 both show the level of 
commitment successful transitions require. How have you 
lived (or are currently living) this out, whether as the initiator of 
transition, or as the one being asked to step up and take on new 
or different?

5.	 God uses people as He chooses, not as we necessarily wish. 
Are you willing to be used by God in whatever way He wishes, 
whether that lines up with your expectations or not, and what 
will that look like this week? (2 Kings 2:9-15a) 

6.	 Life is short, eternity is long. How can you make the most of your 
today in light of what is ahead of you? 

https://www.bible.com/bible/116/MAT.18.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/GEN.18.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/2CO.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/2TI.4.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/JOB.18.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/1KI.19.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/1KI.19.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.2.NLT


“EVERYONE IS AN INTERIM”

Pastor Tom Lundeen

MESSAGE NOTES

So what does it mean to ______________ for God and His truth and 
embrace His mission when everyone and everything around us is standing 
for anything and everything else but God and His truth? 

This is why God’s Word _____________________ on us how important it is 
that we make full use of the gift of life God gives us (note Psalm 90:12; 39:4;          
Ephesians 5:16; Acts 13:36).

1. We’re All ___________________

None of us are permanent _____________________ in this life. 

Elijah had fallen into the trap of feeling that he was the ________________ 

faithful person following God (note 1 Kings 19:14-16).

But Elijah wasn’t alone (note 1 Kings 19:18), and God had already chosen his 

______________________.

Are you asking God to show you who your _____________________ could be?

2. Good ________________________ Don’t Just Happen

A.	 It takes ________________ commitment (note 1 Kings 19:19-21).

B.	 Even the best transitions have _______________________ (note 

2 Kings 2:2b, 3, 5) - Their relationship was more than just 

_____________________________. Elijah was Elisha’s spiritual 

________________ (note 2 Kings 2:11-12). But the deep emotions 

displayed in these verses tell us even the best transitions have 

challenges to ____________________. 

C.	 God uses ________________________ people to accomplish 

His mission (note 2 Kings 2:23; 1 Kings 19:19) - Elisha made a 

______________________ request (note 2 Kings 2:9-10); but God 

confirmed it (2 Kings 2:13-15a). Elijah = ____ miracles; Elisha = ______ 

miracles. 

SO WHO’S GOT THIS IN YOUR LIFE?:

	y We’re here for a short time compared to ____________________ (note 

Psalm 103:13-19).

	y Note 1 Corinthians 15:58

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! Let us 
know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or hard copy). 
*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000

SMALL GROUP
guide on the back
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https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PSA.103.NLT
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“EVERYONE IS AN INTERIM”

Pastor Tom Lundeen

MESSAGE NOTES

So what does it mean to stand for God and His truth and embrace His 
mission when everyone and everything around us is standing for anything 
and everything else but God and His truth? 

This is why God’s Word impresses on us how important it is that we 
make full use of the gift of life God gives us (note Psalm 90:12; 39:4;          
Ephesians 5:16; Acts 13:36).

1. We’re All Interims

None of us are permanent fixtures in this life. 

Elijah had fallen into the trap of feeling that he was the final faithful person 

following God (note 1 Kings 19:14-16).

But Elijah wasn’t alone (note 1 Kings 19:18), and God had already chosen his 

successor.

Are you asking God to show you who your successor could be?

2. Good Transitions Don’t Just Happen

A.	 It takes mutual commitment (note 1 Kings 19:19-21).

B.	 Even the best transitions have challenges (note 2 Kings 2:2b, 3, 5) - Their 

relationship was more than just professional. Elijah was Elisha’s spiritual 

father (note 2 Kings 2:11-12). But the deep emotions displayed in these 

verses tell us even the best transitions have challenges to navigate. 

C.	 God uses different people to accomplish His mission (note 2 Kings 2:23; 

1 Kings 19:19) - Elisha made a difficult request (note 2 Kings 2:9-10); 

but God confirmed it (2 Kings 2:13-15a). Elijah = 8 miracles; Elisha = 16 

miracles. 

SO WHO’S GOT THIS IN YOUR LIFE?:

	y We’re here for a short time compared to eternity (note Psalm 103:13-19).

	y Note 1 Corinthians 15:58

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
Let us know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or hard copy). 
*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000
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