
DISCUSSION GUIDE

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -

Think back to when you were about 12 years old. 
What was your favorite TV show and whistle, hum, 

or sing the theme song.

SG
Your matters.group

Day One:Day One: Matthew 3; Psalm 94
Day Two:Day Two: Leviticus 2; Proverbs 1
Day Three:Day Three: Romans 14; 2 Samuel 14
Day Four:Day Four: James 5; Jeremiah 28
Day Five:Day Five: Job 30; Acts 8

1. Pastor Nate said, “When we say ‘YES!’ to Jesus we are adopted
into His forever family.” (Matthew 12:48-50) What does this
adoption language personally tell you about God’s view and
heart toward you?

2. David and Jonathan were “exceptional friends” and are examples
of what Christian friendship ideally looks like. Such friendship
requires intentionality (1 Samuel 18:3). How are you intentional in
your friendships?

3. Read 1 Samuel 19:1-5. Pastor Nate used this passage to illustrate
our need to be honest with our friends. But in this story Jonathan
is honest with both David and his father, King Saul. How did
Jonathan’s honesty with his father demonstrate his friendship to
David and how can you apply this to your friendships?

4. True Christian friendship calls out an undying spiritual bond
that links friends together in Christ as seen in 1 Samuel 23:15-
16, 18. Do your deepest friendships include this kind of spiritual
bond and sensitivity? If not, how might you introduce it into the
relationship?

5. Pastor Nate said, “real friendship is commitment and sacrifice,”
as was demonstrated so beautifully in the friendship of David
and Jonathan. So, as Pastor Nate then asked, “What does
commitment and sacrifice look like in you as you seek to be a
great friend?”

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PSA.83.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PRO.21.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ROM.5.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2SA.3.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/JER.17.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/JOB.21.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ACT.27.NLT


“For One Another" 

For David and Jonathan, their covenant with God was the 
basis for their devotion to each other because real friendship is 
________________________ and __________________. (John 15:12-13, 
Job 6:14)

So are you legit?:

 • Are you _______________ of those God brings into your life?
 • What does _______________________ and ____________________ 

look like in you as you seek to be a great friend? 

Pastor Nate Sickler

Sept 1, 2024

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual 
journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or 
hard copy).*MYRC.LINK/CONNECT or text riverside to 94000
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What are the most important __________________ of what it means to 
be truly spiritual and growing in spirituality?

What does God ___________ the most from us? 

When we say 'YES!' to Jesus we are __________________ into His forever 
family. (John 1:12, Matthew 12:48-50)

Jesus followers are expected to develop into _________________________
______________. 
(John 13:34-35, Proverbs 18:24)

In a world that _______________________ or __________________________ 
most relationships, how do we become great friends?

To be a great ______________ (brother or sister in Christ) requires that 
we...

1) Be ________________________. (1 Samuel 18:3)

2) Be __________________. (1 Samuel 19:1-5)

3) Be ________________________. (1 Samuel 20:1-4)

4) Be _______________. (1 Samuel 20:5-17)

5) Be ________________________. (1 Samuel 20:40-41)

6) Be ____________________. (1 Samuel 23:15-18)
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“For One Another" 

For David and Jonathan, their covenant with God was the basis for 
their devotion to each other because real friendship is commitment and 
sacrifice. (John 15:12-13, Job 6:14)

So are you legit?:

 • Are you aware of those God brings into your life?
 • What does commitment and sacrifice look like in you as you seek to 

be a great friend? 
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Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual 
journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or 
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What are the most important elements of what it means to be truly 
spiritual and growing in spirituality?

What does God want the most from us? 

When we say 'YES!' to Jesus we are adopted into His forever family. 
(John 1:12, Matthew 12:48-50)

Jesus followers are expected to develop into exceptional friends. 
(John 13:34-35, Proverbs 18:24)

In a world that trivializes or romanticizes most relationships, how do we 
become great friends?

To be a great friend (brother or sister in Christ) requires that we...

1) Be intentional. (1 Samuel 18:3)

2) Be honest. (1 Samuel 19:1-5)

3) Be available. (1 Samuel 20:1-4)

4) Be loyal. (1 Samuel 20:5-17)

5) Be vulnerable. (1 Samuel 20:40-41)

6) Be spiritual. (1 Samuel 23:15-18)
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