
DISCUSSION GUIDE

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -

Would you rather talk like Yoda, or 
breathe like Darth Vader?

SG
Your matters.group

Day One:Day One: Matthew 15; Psalm 104         
Day Two:Day Two: Leviticus 14; Proverbs 11     
Day Three:Day Three: 1 Corinthians 10; 2 Samuel 24
Day Four:Day Four: 1 John 4; Jeremiah 38
Day Five:Day Five: Job 42; Acts 20

1. Try and put your own confusion about grace into words. What 
would you get stuck on if you were explaining grace to someone 
else?

2. The Law vs. Grace. How does Jesus fulfilling the Law show that 
God has not, in fact, lowered His standards but continues to 
expect perfection? (Galatians 3:1-4, Mark 12:28-31)

3. Read Ephesians 2:8-10. Willard said, “Grace is not opposed to 
effort, it is opposed to earning.” How do you stay out of the 
earning column as you do good, authentic things you know will 
make Jesus happy? (Philippians 2:12-13)

4. “I have to get my life together, then maybe God will love me.” 
Sound familiar? How do these passages flip this misconception 
on its head? (Philippians 3:3b-11, 2 Corinthians 3:18)

5. Why can grace seem too easy to believe, making us doubt if it’s 
enough vs. doing the “hard work” of following the law…God’s or 
other's?
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“Grace Is Not a Thing”
(Part 2)

To love others like Jesus, to serve Him wholeheartedly, to be generous, to 
share Jesus with others takes effort; but effort ______________ by grace 
(note Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 2:12-13).
Grace allows us to look at our entire life after we say 'YES!' to Jesus as Lord 
as a ___________________ note to Jesus...

6. Grace Means ___________ People are the Recipients

Misconception = God loves __________ people rather than that God's love 
makes people __________.  
Note Luke 10:25-29; 18:18-27; Philippians 3:3b-11

Grace is for ungodly people, but it sets them on a new life 
___________________ that transforms people's lives into Jesus' image... (note 
2 Corinthians 3:18).

Is it Enough?

 • Saying 'YES!' to Jesus is more than an _____________________ 
decision, but a commitment to a brand-new life. 

Pastor Tom Lundeen
Jan 12, 2025

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

MESSAGE NOTES

While grace is one of God's most important ______________________ and 
impacts every part of our lives and all our relationships, there's a lot of 
confusion about grace. 

If God is merciful and forgiving, then why ______________ for a holy life? 
If Jesus paid the _________________ for our sins, then why should we be 
concerned about experiencing life change and transformation?
Note Romans 6:1

1. What Is  ____________? 
2. Grace Means _______ isn't a Big Deal
3. Grace Means Do Your _________ and God Will Do the _________

4. Grace Means God  _______________ His Standards

Many times we tend to think about God as having a ___________ 
personality...
Grace isn't God abandoning His Law but sending Jesus to completely 
________________ it (note Matthew 5:17-19).
The Old Testament is clear about what is most _______________________ to 
God (note Micah 6:6-8; Psalm 51:16-17; Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:5).

Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life and fulfilled the actual ___________________ 
of the Law where God's people had previously failed. 
Note Galatians 5:14; 3:1-4; Matthew 7:12; Mark 12:28-31

5. Grace Means That _____________ Doesn't Matter

Note Ephesians 2:8-9; Galatians 3:6-7, 11
Grace is not opposed to effort, it is opposed to ____________________. (Willard)
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“Grace Is Not a Thing”
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To love others like Jesus, to serve Him wholeheartedly, to be generous, 
to share Jesus with others takes effort; but effort fueled by grace (note 
Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 2:12-13).
Grace allows us to look at our entire life after we say 'YES!' to Jesus as Lord 
as a thank-you note to Jesus...
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If God is merciful and forgiving, then why strive for a holy life? 
If Jesus paid the penalty for our sins, then why should we be concerned 
about experiencing life change and transformation?
Note Romans 6:1

1. What Is Grace? 
2. Grace Means Sin isn't a Big Deal
3. Grace Means Do Your Best and God Will Do the Rest

4. Grace Means God Lowered His Standards

Many times we tend to think about God as having a split personality...
Grace isn't God abandoning His Law but sending Jesus to completely fulfill 
it (note Matthew 5:17-19).
The Old Testament is clear about what is most important to God (note 
Micah 6:6-8; Psalm 51:16-17; Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:5).

Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life and fulfilled the actual meaning of the Law 
where God's people had previously failed. 
Note Galatians 5:14; 3:1-4; Matthew 7:12; Mark 12:28-31
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Note Ephesians 2:8-9; Galatians 3:6-7, 11
Grace is not opposed to effort, it is opposed to earning. (Willard)
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