
DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEKLY READING

- Icebreaker -
If you could be someone else 
for a day, who would it be? 

1.	 As a group, discuss your thoughts and takeaways from Conclusion, 
Overview Exercise, Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) 
of The Benefit of Doubt. 

2.	 What about you now would surprise people from your hometown, 
based on what they knew about you growing up? 

3.	 Read Mark 6:4 and Matthew 13:55-56. How could familiarity with 
someone’s life cause us to miss the truth about them, even though we 
think we know them well?  

4.	 Why do you think it can be hard for people to see Jesus for who He 
really is? (2 Corinthians 4:4) How easy (or hard) is it for people to see 
Jesus in you?  

5.	 If you follow Jesus, describe the moment He “made His light shine” in 
your heart resulting in your miraculous 'YES!'. What about Jesus led 
you to make Him the Lord of your life? (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

6.	 Overcoming your doubts is a lifelong walk with Jesus that begins by 
saying 'YES!' to him. Have you said your 'YES!'? 
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Before you attend your small group, read Conclusion, Overview Exercise, 
Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) of The Benefit of Doubt. 

Not too late to join a small group! Use the GroupFinder at                      
MYRC.CHURCH/GROUPFINDER! 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -
What was your favorite Thanksgiving moment 

from your festivities this past week? 

1.	 Read Exodus 5:21-6:1. When and why can it be difficult to 
believe that God is working His plan in and through your life?  

2.	 Read Exodus 6:2-3. God revealed to Moses that His name is 
“Yahweh” which means “the one who is, who always was, and 
who is to come.” How does knowing that God is present with 
you now and in your future, just as He was with Moses, affect 
your ability to trust Him?  

3.	 Read Exodus 7:1-5. Share a time when God’s choosing to do 
something the hard way, instead of having it easy, benefited 
you and others? Would you trade it, why or why not? 

4.	 Pastor Tom pointed out that when Moses wrote Exodus, he 
used two different Hebrew words to describe the snake Aaron’s 
staff became - in Exodus 4:3 a snake, and in Exodus 7:10, a 
monster (snake). What is the significance of the change in word 
for the story and how can it be an encouragement to us in our 
daily life as we encounter our own “snakes”?  

5.	 Read the seven “I will” statements God makes to Moses in 
Exodus 6:6-8. What do you see as Moses’ role in all of this 
and what is required of Him? Has Jesus made any “I will” 
statements to you, and if so, what is your role in seeing them 
come to fruition? (See John 14:3, 13-14, 16, 21) 

Day OneDay One :: Luke 10; Psalm 143     

Day TwoDay Two : : Numbers 26; Proverbs 19

Day ThreeDay Three : : Colossians 4; 2 Kings 17

Day FourDay Four : : 1 Timothy 5; Ezekiel 20

Day FiveDay Five :: Job 19; Acts 3

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.



B.	Keeps His __________________ (note Exodus 6:4-6) - One reason 
it's so important for us to __________ God's Word is that we learn 
all of God's promises and see how God faithfully kept His Word to 
people in the past. 

C.	Fulfills His purposes (note Exodus 6:7-8) - Moses left Pharaoh's 
presence feeling confused and like a _______________...____ times 
in Exodus 6:6-8, God says, "I will: bring you out...free you...take you...
redeem you...be your God... bring you to the land...give it to you..."

3. God Has Supreme ___________

Note Exodus 6:9-11, 28-30; 7:1-6
The ____________ of God (note Exodus 7:8-12).
But God had another ______________, based on His mighty strength.

The word for snake is different in Exodus 7:9-10 than in Exodus 4:3 
(note Psalm 74:13; Ezekiel 29:3 = __________________).
God's monster snake made hors d'oeurves out of Pharaoh's impressive  
looking but ultimately ______________________ multiple snakes.

When we feel like we're surrounded by the ____________ snakes 
of pain, problems, failures, heartaches, hurt, disappointment, and 
discouragement, remember that God has the monster snake...

MILESTONES MATTER:

	• Living on purpose means reminding ourselves and 
__________________ God to remind us that when life is tough 
and things aren't working out the way we planned, God can still 
be trusted, because God has a plan and He has supreme clout. 

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

Note Deuteronomy 34:10-12
As things went from bad to worse for Moses in Exodus 5, his response 
________________ ours when our life is tough and not unfolding the way 
we planned/hoped/dreamed (note Exodus 5:22; Job 38:4). 

When life is ____________ and things aren't working out as we planned/
hoped, we need to be reminded that:

1. God Has a __________ 

Note Exodus 5:21, 22; 6:1
God reminded Moses of His plan, and that He was going to carry out His 
plan, and that the present circumstances (while appearing _____________ 
to Moses) were not hindering God's plan/timetable one __________. 

Those who survive the very worst of days, the loneliest times, the saddest 
times, the most painful times, the times of struggle and trial are those who 
hold on to the truth that the best is yet to be...they understand that God has 
determined an __________, that He has laid down a plan, and that that plan 
lends itself only to ultimate _________________ and to glory. (Moore)

2. God Can Be ______________

A.	Revealing His __________________ (note Exodus 6:2-3) - 
_______________ not an unheard of name (note Genesis 15:7; 
27:7). Yahweh = the ___________________ self-existent One; the 
God who is always there...(note Hebrews 13:8). When Pharaoh 
____________________ asked, "Who is the LORD...?" God was there. 
As Moses felt the ______________ of struggle and asked God, 
"Why me?" God was there. When Moses will lead His people out 
of slavery in Egypt into freedom, God is ______________ there. 
We can trust God despite our hurts, failures, and struggles of 
yesterday and today, because God was there then and He holds 
our ______________ in His hand (note Revelation 1:8, 17).
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C.	Fulfills His purposes (note Exodus 6:7-8) - Moses left Pharaoh's 
presence feeling confused and like a failure...7 times in Exodus 6:6-
8, God says, "I will: bring you out...free you...take you...redeem you...be 
your God... bring you to the land...give it to you..."

3. God Has Supreme Clout

Note Exodus 6:9-11, 28-30; 7:1-6
The staff of God (note Exodus 7:8-12).
But God had another agenda, based on His mighty strength.

The word for snake is different in Exodus 7:9-10 than in Exodus 4:3 (note 
Psalm 74:13; Ezekiel 29:3 = monster).
God's monster snake made hors d'oeurves out of Pharaoh's impressive  
looking but ultimately powerless multiple snakes.

When we feel like we're surrounded by the nasty snakes of pain, problems, 
failures, heartaches, hurt, disappointment, and discouragement, 
remember that God has the monster snake...

MILESTONES MATTER:

	• Living on purpose means reminding ourselves and allowing God to 
remind us that when life is tough and things aren't working out the 
way we planned, God can still be trusted, because God has a plan 
and He has supreme clout. 

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

Note Deuteronomy 34:10-12
As things went from bad to worse for Moses in Exodus 5, his response 
mirrors ours when our life is tough and not unfolding the way we planned/
hoped/dreamed (note Exodus 5:22; Job 38:4). 

When life is tough and things aren't working out as we planned/hoped, 
we need to be reminded that:

1. God Has a Plan 

Note Exodus 5:21, 22; 6:1
God reminded Moses of His plan, and that He was going to carry out 
His plan, and that the present circumstances (while appearing bleak to 
Moses) were not hindering God's plan/timetable one iota. 

Those who survive the very worst of days, the loneliest times, the saddest 
times, the most painful times, the times of struggle and trial are those who 
hold on to the truth that the best is yet to be...they understand that God has 
determined an end, that He has laid down a plan, and that that plan lends 
itself only to ultimate victory and to glory. (Moore)

2. God Can Be Trusted

A.	Revealing His character (note Exodus 6:2-3) - Yahweh not an 
unheard of name (note Genesis 15:7; 27:7). Yahweh = the eternally 
self-existent One; the God who is always there...(note Hebrews 
13:8). When Pharaoh arrogantly asked, "Who is the LORD...?" God 
was there. As Moses felt the weight of struggle and asked God, 
"Why me?" God was there. When Moses will lead His people out of 
slavery in Egypt into freedom, God is already there. We can trust 
God despite our hurts, failures, and struggles of yesterday and 
today, because God was there then and He holds our future in His 
hand (note Revelation 1:8, 17).

B.	Keeps His promises (note Exodus 6:4-6) - One reason it's so 
important for us to read God's Word is that we learn all of God's 
promises and see how God faithfully kept His Word to people in the 
past. 
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