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DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEKLY READING

- Icebreaker -
If you could be someone else 
for a day, who would it be? 

1.	 As a group, discuss your thoughts and takeaways from Conclusion, 
Overview Exercise, Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) 
of The Benefit of Doubt. 

2.	 What about you now would surprise people from your hometown, 
based on what they knew about you growing up? 

3.	 Read Mark 6:4 and Matthew 13:55-56. How could familiarity with 
someone’s life cause us to miss the truth about them, even though we 
think we know them well?  

4.	 Why do you think it can be hard for people to see Jesus for who He 
really is? (2 Corinthians 4:4) How easy (or hard) is it for people to see 
Jesus in you?  

5.	 If you follow Jesus, describe the moment He “made His light shine” in 
your heart resulting in your miraculous 'YES!'. What about Jesus led 
you to make Him the Lord of your life? (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

6.	 Overcoming your doubts is a lifelong walk with Jesus that begins by 
saying 'YES!' to him. Have you said your 'YES!'? 

Before you attend your small group, read Conclusion, Overview Exercise, 
Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) of The Benefit of Doubt. 

Not too late to join a small group! Use the GroupFinder at                      
MYRC.CHURCH/GROUPFINDER! 

DISCUSSION GUIDE
- Icebreaker -

 Aside from Jesus, who does compassion
 and goodness remind you of?

1.	 An old axiom says: “Measure what’s important”. What is important enough to 
measure in your life and how do you measure it? 

2.	 Read Daniel 5:13-31. Have you ever sensed God “writing on the wall” of your 
life indicating that unless something changes, trouble is coming? If you have, 
what was “written” and how did you respond? 

3.	 What is your honest, first reaction to the idea of God judging you? [Please 
answer the prior question before proceeding.] What does that response reveal 
about what you believe about yourself and who you are in relationship to God?  

4.	 Pastor Kyle said that “God is a judge, and no one escapes His judgments”, 
but then later refers to this truth as an encouragement both to the exiles 
in Babylon and Christians today. How can God as judge be good news for 
broken, fallen people? (See Galatians 3:13a and 2 Corinthians 5:21) 

5.	 Think of what you most dislike or are ashamed of about yourself. On the count 
of 3, speak that thing softly or in your own head but follow it with, “But God’s 
mercy is more.” Repeat until the truth begins to overcome the lie that God’s 
mercy isn’t enough for you. 	  
 
 
Questions from Thriving in Babylon, chapters 14-17

1.	 Osborne (pg 149) says humility means serving others, even those we’d rather 
not serve or who we don’t feel deserve to be served. How does Daniel’s service 
to his captors, Nebuchadnezzar, and his government translate into our context? 

2.	 Osborne says “Biblical humility offers respect to everyone” because “everyone 
bears the image of God, no matter how marred that image might be,” (pages 
154-155). Daniel, Joseph, and Jesus showed respect to tyrannical rulers while 
living in evil empires. What changes in perspective/attitude would we need to 
demonstrate that kind of humility today? 

3.	 Osborne writes: “Non-Christians are not the enemy. They’re the victims of the 
Enemy. Victims need to be rescued, not wiped out” (pg 163; see 2 Timothy 
2:24-26). How can you stay gracious/humble toward people you despise or 
count as your enemies because of their views and lifestyle? 

4.	 Refer to the section, Teach Me What You Want, on pages 172-173. How do you 
decide when your participation in something constitutes an endorsement of it 
or whether it will potentially give you credibility to speak into another life later?  
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Here's the Gospel - the One who measures is also the One who is Here's the Gospel - the One who measures is also the One who is 
__________________.
Galatians 3:13a
2 Corinthians 5:21

Without a judge and judgment, there's no such thing as justification! 
And without justification, there's no Gospel. And this is why God being 
the judge... is the _________ news in the world.

Here is a great litmus text to help us see what we believe about 
God today. When you hear that God is a judge, does that make you 
_________________, scared, or want to sing? 

Dive deeper into ____________ today. 

If you're stubborn or scared, is it because you've never said __________ to 
Jesus?

We praise Him because the words that now mark our judgment are not 
_____________ or condemned... the words are infinite ____________ and 
inexhaustible mercy!  
  
Here's the challenge for many of us today when we think about Here's the challenge for many of us today when we think about 
Jesus the judge... believe that there is more Jesus the judge... believe that there is more ___________ in Jesus  in Jesus 
than sin in us. than sin in us. 

"Measured"
Pastor Kyle Asmus  |  Oct 18, 2026

How do we exist when where we are is not our place and not our people? 

There is a consistent _________________ that runs through every single one 
of us - our need to measure. We love to measure everything.

We never stop _____________________ and being measured.

Do you think God is measuring YOU today? That He's looking over 
____________________ you've ever done, measuring it, and then doing 
something with that information? 

Will we ______________________ or will we Stand Tall?

God __________________

Daniel 5:1-9, 13-31
Belshazzar reeked of __________________.

Belshazzar was marked by __________________.

Belshazzar lived in _____________________.

But what does it mean for But what does it mean for _____? 
God is aGod is a  ____________ and no one escapes His judgments. and no one escapes His judgments.
Matthew 25:31-32
John 5:27
2 Corinthians 5:10
Revelation 20:11-12

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT



Here's the Gospel - the One who measures is also the One who is Here's the Gospel - the One who measures is also the One who is 
measured.
Galatians 3:13a
2 Corinthians 5:21

Without a judge and judgment, there's no such thing as justification! 
And without justification, there's no Gospel. And this is why God being 
the judge... is the best news in the world.

Here is a great litmus text to help us see what we believe about God 
today. When you hear that God is a judge, does that make you stubborn, 
scared, or want to sing? 

Dive deeper into Jesus today. 

If you're stubborn or scared, is it because you've never said 'YES!' to 
Jesus?

We praise Him because the words that now mark our judgment are 
not guilty or condemned... the words are infinite grace and inexhaustible 
mercy!  
  
Here's the challenge for many of us today when we think about Here's the challenge for many of us today when we think about 
Jesus the judge... believe that there is more Jesus the judge... believe that there is more mercy in Jesus than sin  in Jesus than sin 
in us. in us. 

"Measured"
Pastor Kyle Asmus  |  Oct 18, 2026

How do we exist when where we are is not our place and not our people? 

There is a consistent impulse that runs through every single one of us - our 
need to measure. We love to measure everything.

We never stop measuring and being measured.

Do you think God is measuring YOU today? That He's looking over everything 
you've ever done, measuring it, and then doing something with that 
information? 

Will we shrink back or will we Stand Tall?

God Measured

Daniel 5:1-4, 5-9, 13-31
Belshazzar reeked of defiance.
Belshazzar was marked by arrogance.
Belshazzar lived in obstinance.

But what does it mean But what does it mean for us? 
God is aGod is a  judge and no one escapes His judgments. and no one escapes His judgments.
Matthew 25:31-32
John 5:27
2 Corinthians 5:10
Revelation 20:11-12

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT




