


Sometimes it is only God’s Word that can adequately put into words 
how amazing He really is. Psalm 66:1-4, MSG, tells us what an incredible 
God He is:
 

All together now—applause for God! Sing songs to the tune of his 
glory, set glory to the rhythms of his praise. Say of God, “We’ve never 
seen anything like him!” When your enemies see you in action, they 
slink off like scolded dogs. The whole earth falls to its knees—it 
worships you, sings to you, can’t stop enjoying your name and fame.

 
We at Riverside have again witnessed Who our incredible Lord is and 
what only He could do among us and through us the past 12 months!

 
By God’s amazing grace we continue to stay focused 

always on Jesus’ mission: to reach people and help 
them become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  

I continue to share this same statement I have 
made in previous annual reports because it is still 
so true: While we are a community of people who 
have spiritually defective DNA, we also have 
been and are being transformed, and we are 
empowered by Jesus to engage in His mission. 
He has a special delight when we as individuals 

and as a church embrace and participate in that 
which is the passion of His great heart: lost people 

matter to God, and He wants them found.
 

Staying focused on Jesus’ mission matters. It matters more 
than anything else.
 
We are so excited and looking forward to the launching of our 3rd 
physical campus in Buffalo with our Grand Opening Sunday, August 4, 
2024! God has provided for us a facility we are completely remodeling, 
which will look different from both our Big Lake and Sauk Rapids 
campuses, and its location is at one of the busiest intersections in 
Wright County, I believe. The possibilities of reaching so many lost 
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people through this campus are great, and we thank our great God for 
working and continuing to work in so many ways for His glory through 
this huge project.
 
We praise the Lord for the faithful giving of Riversiders over the past 
decade which meant we were able to purchase this property with 
cash, and God willing, we will be able to complete the remodel of this 
building with cash! That’s no small thing any time, but especially when 
economic times are uncertain.
 
Our challenge now as a church is to give generously and sacrificially 
to ensure we are able to fully fund the operations/ministries of all 3 
campuses in future years, and to rebuild our cash reserves so we are 
ready when God opens the next door for us to pursue. Be open to what 
God is saying to you about your NEXT STEPS of generosity.
 
As you read the through the summaries of what has happened the 
past 12 months, be sure to take a moment to thank and praise God 
for what He has done through you as part of Riverside. What you 
have done matters. For the lives changed because you invited, prayed, 
served, gave, and cared. And remember, every one of those numbers 
has a name, every name has a story, and every story matters to God. 
And to us! Celebrate with our ministry leaders as you discover success 
stories; thank them for their service and continue to pray for them 
as the new fiscal year begins. Pray for our Elders and leaders as we 
continue to lead and seek God’s will for Riverside. 

Continued on next page...



•  151 people followed the Lord in water baptism!

•  We welcomed 85 people into membership! 

•  Our average weekly attendance July 1, 2023 - June 16, 2024 
    (including our online experience) is 2,381!

•  In times of economic uncertainty, the Lord has again worked 
through His people here to help our church be financially strong and 
stable, and we received the greatest level of financial generosity 
through regular giving and also some estate and special gifts in 
Riverside’s almost 93 years of existence!

•  WE ONCE AGAIN HAD THE JOY TO JOIN THE CELEBRATION 
IN HEAVEN FOR THE 941 MEN, WOMEN, STUDENTS, AND 
CHILDREN WHO TOLD US THEY SAID ‘YES!’ TO JESUS CHRIST AS 
THEIR LORD AND SAVIOR! This means more than two people every 
day for the past 12 months said ‘YES!’ to Jesus as Lord through the 
people and ministries of Riverside (sounds a lot like the first Church 
in Jerusalem, where we are told, “And each day the Lord added to 
their fellowship those who were being saved,” Acts 2:47, NLT)! Praise 
the Lord for His wonderful love and amazing grace!

 
Thanks to everyone at Riverside who in these past 12 months has 
prayed for me and my family, encouraged me with a note, an email, 
a pat on the back, or even a hug. I know I say this every year, but 
you need to know these things mean more to me than you will ever 
realize. I am thankful for a godly and mission-focused board of Elders 
who care so much for our staff and entire church family.  Gwen and I 
are grateful to the Lord for our small group and many others of you 
who care about us, pray for us, and demonstrate real love to us.
 
It has been my privilege to serve as your Senior Pastor for almost 21 
years (as of September 1), and I look forward to the next 12 months 
with joy and great anticipation! Together let’s continue to be an 
outward focused church that makes and multiplies passionate 
followers of Jesus.  
 
I love you, Riverside family. 
What a mighty God we serve!
 

Tom Lundeen, Senior Pastor

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS 
AT RIVERSIDE:



Dear Riverside Family,

We are delighted to share how God has been faithful in accomplishing Riverside 
Church’s mission to reach people with the Good News of Jesus and help them 
become His fully devoted followers over the past year.

We have welcomed new faces almost every week. Our Riverside Kids and Riverside 
Students ministries continue to flourish, and we are thrilled to share that 151 people 
followed God’s call and were baptized. Additionally, we received 85 new members 
into our fellowship, and our small groups saw regular participation of 1,365 
individuals. Most amazingly, 941 people repented and said ‘YES!’ to Jesus as their 
Lord this year, surpassing last year’s numbers—praise God for His incredible work!

Last year, we shared how God opened the door for us to purchase the Buffalo 
Campus facility. After extensive renovations, we are excited to announce that we 
are ready to launch this new campus later this summer. Thanks to your generous 
contributions and our careful financial management, we are able to do this 
without incurring any debt. We serve a good, powerful, and faithful God!

All glory goes to God for these achievements, but it is also remarkable that He 
chooses to involve His followers in His work. If you are in Jesus, your prayers for 
those around you matter. Your invitations to “come and sit with me” matter. Your 
consistent acts of service and support for Riverside’s ministries matter. Most 
importantly, your commitment to becoming more like Jesus—loving others as He 
loves you—matters profoundly.

Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35, NIV)

As your Elder Board, we are passionate about 
the privilege of leading Riverside Church. Our 
prayer is for God to grant us wisdom and humility 
as we follow Him. We also pray He will use the 
people and ministries of Riverside to draw many 
to Himself. Lost people matter to God, and they 
matter to us too!

God bless you,
The Elders of Riverside Church
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RIVERSIDE CHURCH EXISTS...
for the purpose of reaching people and helping them to become fully-
devoted followers of Jesus Christ. This is accomplished by bringing 
people into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and drawing 
them into the Christ-centered community of the church.
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