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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK . . .  

 

(John 24:6-7) 
 
Greetings Mount Pleasant Family, 

During “Passion Week”, the week prior to the resurrection of Jesus, 
a series of events happened. On Sunday (Palm Sunday), Jesus 
triumphantly enters Jerusalem as palms were laid before Him 
(Matthew 21:1-9). The day after that, He curses the barren fig tree 
(Matthew 21:18-19) and cleanses the temple (Mark 11:15-19). The 
day after that, Jesus’ authority is questioned by leaders (Matthew 
21:23-27). The day after that, Judas agrees to betray Jesus 
(Matthew 26:14-16). The day after that, He prepares to celebrate 
Passover (Matthew 26:17-19) and the Lord’s Supper is instituted 
(Matthew 26:26-29). The day after that, Friday (Good Friday) Jesus 
was betrayed with a kiss by Judas (Matthew 26:48); falsely accused 
(Matthew 26:60-61; Matthew 27:12); beaten beyond human 
likeness (Isaiah 52:14); forced to wear a crown of thorns pressed 
down onto His head (Matthew 27:29); and forced to carry His own 
cross to Golgotha’s hill until He became too weak and could not 
carry it any longer (Mark 15:21). 
     Jesus was ultimately crucified on a cross, bore our sins and paid 
our sin debt. He was put in a borrowed tomb and stayed there all 
day Friday, all day Saturday, but early the day after, on Sunday 
Jesus got up from the grave with all power in His hands. A day to 
rejoice! 
     Mount Pleasant, many members have experienced “the day 
after” consumed with grief and sorrow due to the loss of a family 
member. Prayerfully, they found solace in the fact that since Jesus 
was resurrected from the dead, their family members who were 
saved by grace through faith in Jesus will rise first to meet Him. 
     Let’s continue to share the good news about Jesus with non-
believers so that one day they too will come to know Him as their 
risen Lord and Savior, the One who gives eternal life. 
     Be encouraged, be blessed and continue to keep safe. 
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Theme: 
“The Day 
After” 

 
“6 He is not here, but has risen. 

Remember how He told you, 

while He was still in Galilee,  
7 that the Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of 

sinful men and be crucified and 

on the third day rise.” 

 

(John 24:6-7) (ESV) 
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Visit our website at www.mtpleasantbc.org to 

stay connected. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MPBC Connect 

 

My Easter Prayer 
 

May you walk a little surer 

On the path that lies before, 

May you see a little clearer 

May you trust a little more. 

May you come a little closer 

To the Lord of Love Divine, 

That your heart may sing for gladness, 

Is this Easter prayer of mine. 

 

  Author Unknown 

 

Submitted by: Sister Anita Johnson (MPBC) 

 

 

 

 

An Easter Song 
 

A song of sunshine through the rain, 

Of Spring across the snow; 

A balm to heal the hurts of pain, 

A peace surpassing woe. 

Lift up your heads, ye sorrowing ones, 

And be ye glad at heart, 

For Calvary and Easter Day, 

Earth’s saddest day and gladdest day, 

Were just three days apart! 

 

Susan Coolidge 

 

Submitted by: Sister Anita Johnson (MPBC) 
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Dear Ministry Member and Fellow Christian, 
 
Greetings to all! 
 
We pray that all is well. Please know we are here for you. We ask for your continued prayers and 
thank you for your continued support. We need you! If your address and/or other pertinent 
information has changed, please send Sister Anita Johnson, MPBC Church Clerk, an email to 
clerk@mtpleasantbc.org.  
 
Thanks to all who supported our Community Outreach on April 12 with the donation of items to the 
Hilda M. Barg Homeless Prevention Center in Woodbridge. They were very appreciative. If you were 
unable to bring items on April 12, this will be an ongoing event to donate items throughout the year. 
 
The following are planned events for 2025. A calendar of events will be prepared and shared. As 
always, if you have any suggestions, please let us know. 
 

 Zoom or In-Person Game Night 

 Community Outreach Projects 

 Bible Study and Fellowship 
 
We want to extend a welcome to our new ministry members and greetings to ministry members who 
have celebrated and/or are celebrating a birthday, wedding anniversary, retirement or any other 
celebratory event in March, April and May. 
 
God bless you, continue to keep safe. 
 
Deacon Karl Henderson, Deaconess Karin Henderson, Deacon James Cook and Deaconess Marlene 

Fields; Ministerial Team: Minister Myra Cook. Minister Angela Sheppard,  
Minister Kimberly Veney and Minister Jennifer Madison 

(Prince William/Stafford/Spotsylvania/Caroline Counties and Lorton (PWSSC&L) CCM) 
 

—Thought for the spring— 

 

“Bloom where you are planted.” 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Theme: “Ministry on the Move” (Philippians 3:14) 
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Word Search 
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Submitted by the Usher’s Ministry (MPBC) 

 

 

 
 
 

Guarding the Doors of the Sanctuary 
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MMMIIINNNIIISSSTTTEEERRR’’’SSS   

   

   

   

   

 
“The Day After: Hope Rises with the Son”  

by Minister Penni Ford (MPBC) 

 

“6 He is not here but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee,  
7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on 

the third day rise.” (Luke 24:6-7) (ESV) 

 

Yesterday was a day of sorrow. The disciples, the women, and all who loved Jesus had spent the day 

before mourning His death. The cross was real. The pain was real. The burial was real. But today—the 

day after—is when hope begins to rise! 

What do you do the day after tragedy? How do you move forward when the grave seems like the final 

chapter? This is where the resurrection power of Jesus turns the story around! 

The angel’s words, “He is not here, but has risen,” shattered the despair of death. The enemy thought he 

had won. Sin believed it had conquered. Death assumed it had silenced the Savior. But on this day after, 

the truth emerged. Jesus had risen just as He said! 

For us today, the “day after” represents the moment when we choose faith over fear. It is the moment 

when we remember that no trial, no suffering, no cross in our lives is the end of the story. Jesus walked 

out of the tomb, proving that every setback is a setup for a comeback. 

Beloved, whatever you are facing today, know this: the tomb is empty, and hope is alive! You may have 

had your Good Friday of suffering, your silent Saturday of waiting, but today—your day after—is the 

day of victory. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is working in you (Romans 8:11). 

The resurrection reminds us that God always keeps His promises. Jesus told His disciples in advance 

that He would rise, but in their grief, they forgot. Isn’t that just like us? When we are overwhelmed, we 

forget what God has spoken over our lives. But just because we forget doesn’t mean God fails. The 

promises He made still stand. When you feel like you are in a place of uncertainty, remember that the 

same God who raised Jesus is the same God who is working in your life. His plans for you are not 

finished. 

So, lift your head. Dry your tears. Walk in the joy of resurrection power. Your Savior lives, and because 

He lives, you can face tomorrow with confidence. The day after is the day of new beginnings. Death has 

lost its sting, the grave has lost its victory, and Jesus reigns forever! Walk boldly into your future, 

because the risen King is with you! Amen! 
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MPBC News and Events 
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MPBC News and Events (Continued) 

For more information about registration and getting your book, 

please contact: Deacon Bryant Black: awonder53@outlook.com, 

Deaconess Jackie Black: jblack1219@outlook.com, or Min. Jackie 

Wrice: jckwrice@yahoo.com.  

mailto:awonder53@outlook.com
mailto:jblack1219@outlook.com
mailto:jckwrice@yahoo.com
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For more information on Fentanyl, go to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) website. 

 

 

Public Safety Alert 

Brightly-Colored Fentanyl Used to Target Young Americans. 
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

 which God prepared beforehand …” 
          Ephesians 2:10 

 

 

Audio/Visual — Assistants — contact Church Office 

Church School — Teachers — contact Sister Yvonne Bush 

Grief Share Ministry — Members — contact Sister Denise Mackie-Smith  

Health and Wellness Ministry — Nurses — contact Sister Phyllis Jordan 

Nursery Ministry — Helpers — contact Deaconess Allie Hollister 

Youth Ministry — Teachers — Youth Bible Study — contact Reverend E. Chris White, III 

To inquire about other opportunities to serve, contact the Church Office. 

  

 

 

 
 

From the Lighter Side 

 
 

 Ministry Opportunities 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
6477 Lincolnia Road 
Alexandria, Virginia  22312 
(703) 256-1268 
Rev. Dr. Carl M. Johnson, Pastor 

 
 
 

 
   

 
MPBC Messenger Staff 

 
 

Karin Henderson Editor-in-Chief/ 

  Designer 

Eloise Clarke Editor 

Anita Johnson Editor 

Debbie Coles Church News Reporter    

Linda Hayes Staff Writer/Contributor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

email: secretary@mtpleasantbc.org 

web site: www.mtpleasantbc.org 

Submission of articles to the       — Please send articles via email attachment to: 

mpbcnewsletter@mtpleasantbc.org. 

Vision Statement 
“Building a vibrant, engaged faith community serving, growing, and transforming Lives.”  

(1 Peter 4:10–11)  

Mission Statement 
“To grow a congregation of believers committed to the ministry of Worship, Evangelism, Missions, 

Discipleship, Service, and Fellowship with a heart for Prayer, Bible Study, and the Great 
Commission.” (Matthew 28:19–20) 

Theme 
“Changing Lives One Soul at a Time” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

VIRTUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 26, 2025 @ 5:00 PM 


