Sermon Notes

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 NLT | Written by Rev. Beth Case

e continue our sermon series investigating the second letter of the Apostle

Paul to the church in Corinth. Last week, the Scripture passage reminded
us that Jesus is with us, the light in the middle of life’s darkness. With the surety
of that promise in mind, Paul repeats in 2 Corinthians 4:16 what he wrote in
verse 1 of the same chapter: we do not lose heart! And yet, in our humanity, not
losing heart is easier said than done. How might Paul’s words and experience offer
instruction for concerned minds, balm for belabored bodies, and perspective for
anxious souls?

1. Many Corinthians would have expected that if one encountered hardship, such
tragedy was evidence of divine displeasure. But Paul’s life defied this idea (see
2 Corinthians 4:8-10). What expectations do you have around suffering? From
what/where do your assumptions about suffering arise?

2. Ahandful of opposites provide image and structure for today’s Scripture. What
contrasts does Paul employ in 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10?

3. Our English word suffering shares a common Latin root with the word fertile:
ferre, meaning “to carry/bear” What significance might this have for how Paul
views suffering?

4. How does this biblical description of life-after-death differ from what is com-
monly portrayed in today’s shows/movies?

5. In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul infers that the opposite of faith is seeing. Other ver-
sions translate this as we live by believing and not by seeing. How does this
confirm or stretch your assumptions of faith? How do the concepts in today’s
Scripture passage help you live with greater faith?

Financial Update as of Nov 23, 2025 Births and Deaths

2025 Annual Budget $ 14,203,292 Lee Mueller passed away Nov 20.
Actual Income to Date 11,024,665 More information at memorials.mdpc.org.
Needed to Meet 2025 Budget 3,178,627
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Sun, Nov 30, 2025

Young Adult Worship Night

Thu, Dec 4 | 7-9pm | Sancutary Courtyard
You're invited to a night of worship under the
stars! Experience a peaceful evening of music,
teaching, and prayer with others in their 20s and
30s. Free childcare available (must pre-register).
RSVP: yaevents.mdpc.org

Spread a Little Christmas Cheer...

Sun, Dec 7 | 3:30-5:30pm | Fellowship Hall

by volunteering at the Family Christmas Festi-
vall We need adults and teens to help with fes-
tive crafts, games, and more. Contact Keri Mosk,
kmosk@mdpc.org.

Toy Train

Delivery deadline: Sun, Dec 7

We need 100 toys for girls and boys ages 6-13! In
the FORGE for Families Holly Jolly Store, par-
ents and grandparents can purchase new toys at
significantly reduced prices for the children in
their family. You can help by bringing a new, un-
wrapped toy to the Toy Train (parked in front of
Children’s Ministries).

Blue Christmas

Thu, Dec 11 | 6-7:30pm

Join us for a contemplative and interactive wor-
ship service. Through prayer, Christmas carols,
and Scripture, we offer you hope, peace, and
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refreshment this season. All are welcome! The
“merry” and the “not-so-merry.”

Apply to Become a Stephen Minister
Applications due in Dec | Training starts Jan 13
Do others turn to you in times of need? Do you
have a compassionate heart and a listening ear?
Consider becoming a Stephen Minister, provid-
ing confidential one-to-one Christian care. To
learn more, visit stephentraining.mdpc.org.

Poinsettia Dedications

Order must be received by Fri, Dec 12.

Dedicate a poinsettia in honor or memory of a
loved one. On Christmas Eve, printed dedications
will be at the Connection Center and included in
the online bulletin. Purchase your dedications at
flowers.mdpc.org.

We Have a Place for You!

Current and former Elders and Deacons, please
consider signing up to serve communion in
2026. See next year’s communion dates and roles
(help needed with set up, service, or clean up) at
communionservers.mdpc.org.

Volunteers (ages 14 and up) Needed

We need your help in preschool and elementary
Sunday School! Join us once a month to help young
children grow in their faith. Training and materi-
als provided. Email Keri Mosk with questions:
kmosk@mdpc.org

To view more events, visit events.mdpc.org.
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Join us for this annual tradition, filled

with holiday cheer, sweet treats, and
joyful fellowship! We’ll enjoy the spirit
of the season with a special perfor-
mance by The Yellow School Choir.

As you enter worship, we kindly ask that you silence your cell phones.


http://memorials.mdpc.org

8:30 BLENDED SERVICE

GATHERING
Advent Moment Advent Candle Lighting and Carols
Call to Worship Marcus Vajdos
*Worship Songs Here I Am to Worship
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
*Confession & Assurance Brett Hurst
Offertory Hope Has a Name
Message Beautifully Broken Beth Case
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 (NLT)
RESPONDING
Communion The Great Thanksgiving Beth Case
Prayer of Consecration | The Lord’s Prayer
Communion Music Communion
Prayer of Gratitude
*DOXOlogy OLD 100TH
*Benediction Beth Case

9:45 CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

GATHERING
Advent Moment Advent Candle Lighting and Carols
*Call to Worship Steffanie West
*Worship Songs God With Us
Here I Am to Worship
*Confession & Assurance Christyn Knoop
Offertory Hope Has a Name
Message Beautifully Broken Beth Case
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 (NLT)
RESPONDING
Communion The Great Thanksgiving Beth Case
Prayer of Consecration | The Lord’s Prayer
Communion Music Communion
Prayer of Gratitude
*DOXOIOgY OLD 100TH
*Benediction Beth Case

Musicians: Asher Pudlo, drums | Chris Parrott, guitar | JJ Blanco, keys
Uvaldo Callejas, bass | Vasti Adkins and Michael Middleton, worship leaders

*Please stand, if comfortable.

11:15 TRADITIONAL SERVICE

GATHERING

Prelude Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  arr. Gilbert Martin (b. 1941)

Come, O Come, Emmanuel
arr. Edward H. Wetherill (1927-1990)

Advent Candle Lighting
Call to Worship
Choral Introit

Marcus Vajdos

Sleepers, Wake! A Voice Is Calling (from St. Paul)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
*Hymn of Praise O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Vs.1, 3| #9 | VENI EMMANUEL
*Confession and Assurance of Pardon

* Affirmation of Faith from The Nicene Creed

Christyn Knoop

*Congregational Response Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Vs. 1| #5 | PIcaRDY

Oftertory The Yearning Craig Courtney (b.1954)
Message Beautifully Broken Beth Case
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 (NLT)

RESPONDING
Communion The Great Thanksgiving Beth Case
Sanctus

Prayer of Consecration | The Lord’s Prayer

Communion Anthem  Een So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz (b.1909-2009)

Organ Solo Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending Richard Warner (1908-1983)
Prayer of Gratitude Beth Case
*Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow #592 | OLD 100TH
*Benediction Beth Case
Postlude Noel Suisse Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Musicians: MDPC Sanctuary Choir
Charles Hausmann, Traditional Worship Director | Kathryn White, organist
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a'canned good to support the
MDPC Fuente Food Pantry.

Sun, Dec 7 | 6pm | Sanctuary
Free Admission
MDPC Sanctuary Choir and
Orchestra present a selection of
songs and carols. Join us as we lift
our voices in unity and embrace
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[ OnCent G, the true Peace of Christmas!



