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Luke 22:1–46 Outline
Introduction: In Luke 22:1–46, the events leading to Jesus’ arrest begin as Judas agrees to betray Him during Passover. Jesus shares the Passover meal with His disciples and institutes the Lord’s Supper, revealing that His coming death will establish the new covenant. Jesus teaches that greatness in God’s kingdom is found in humble service and warns Peter of his coming denial. The passage ends with Jesus praying in Gethsemane, submitting to the Father’s will as He prepares to suffer and accomplish God’s plan of redemption. There are several movements towards the cross in this passage.
I.  First Section: The Plot Against Jesus (22:1–6)
· Context: Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread approaches.
· Religious leaders’ intent: Chief priests and scribes seek a way to kill Jesus but fear the people (v.2).
· Judas’ betrayal: Satan enters Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve (v.4-6)
 II.  Second Section : Preparation for the Passover (22:7–13)
· Preparation: Jesus sends Peter and John to prepare the Passover meal (v.8). They will find a man carrying a jar of water who leads them to a furnished upper room (vv.10–12).
· Fulfillment: The disciples find everything just as Jesus described and prepare the meal (v.13).
III. Third Section: The Last Supper (22:14–23)
“The command, after all, was ‘Take and eat,’ not ‘Take and understand.’”
— C.S. Lewis, Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer 
A. Jesus’ Desire to Share This Meal (vv.14–18)
· Jesus expresses deep desire to eat this Passover with His disciples before His suffering.
· He anticipates the future fulfillment of God’s kingdom.
B. Institution of the Lord’s Supper (vv.19–20)
· Bread: “This is my body given for you.”
· Cup: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”
· Jesus establishes a new covenant through His sacrifice.
C. Announcement of Betrayal (vv.21–23)
· The betrayer is present at the table.
· The disciples question who it might be.
D.  Teaching on True Greatness (22:24–30)
· Disciples’ dispute: They argue about who is the greatest.
· Jesus’ correction:
· Worldly rulers exercise authority.
· Kingdom leaders serve others.
· Jesus’ example: “I am among you as one who serves.”
· Promise: The disciples will share in Jesus’ kingdom and sit at His table.
E. Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial (22:31–34)
“If you think you are not conceited, it means you are very conceited indeed.”
— C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
· Jesus’ intercession: Jesus prays that Peter’s faith will not fail.
· Peter’s confidence: He claims he is ready to go to prison or death with Jesus.
· Prediction: Peter will deny Jesus three times before the rooster crows.
F. Preparation for Coming Hardship (22:35–38)
IV. Fourth Section:  Jesus’ Prayer on the Mount of Olives (22:39–46)
A. Call to Prayer (v.40)
· Jesus instructs the disciples to pray so they will not fall into temptation.
B. Jesus’ Prayer of Submission (vv.41–44)
· Jesus prays: “Father… not my will, but yours be done.”
· Jesus experiences deep anguish and submission to his Father’s will.
C. The Disciples’ Weakness (vv.45–46)
· The disciples fall asleep.
· Jesus again urges them to rise and pray to resist temptation.
“Christ says, ‘Give me all. I don’t want so much of your time and so much of your money and so much of your work: I want you.’” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

