Galatians 5:26–6:18
Life in the Spirit-Formed, Jesus Community
5:26–6:5 – Humbly Caring for Others in the Jesus Community
· Restore others who have fallen into sin gently
· Watch to keep yourself from pride and self-deception (too haughty, too “holy”)
· Community reality of supporting others and being responsible individuals
6:6–10 Sowing, Reaping, and Doing Good
· Teachers should be supported for their role in the Jesus community
· Support of teachers flows from broader Spirit-born generosity
· The Jesus community looks to the good of the wider community, but especially to those in the household of faith (one household, Jews + Gentiles)
Paul’s Parting Words in His Own Hand
6:11–13 False teachers are collecting “trophies” and boasting in others’ flesh
· Ulterior motives drive those advocating for circumcision
· They avoid suffering and persecution by looking Jewish
· They boast in their “success” of the flesh
6:13–18 Paul boasts only in the cross of Jesus that creates the Jesus community
· The cross creates a new reality beyond circumcision or uncircumcision
· Paul’s scars from persecution proves his faithfulness to Jesus
