
 

 

PRAYER FOR PREPARATION 

Almighty God, in the self-giving love of Christ you have revealed the path of salvation; give us 

courage to deny our selfish desire and bear the cross of discipleship, that we may live as those 

who have no fear of death and receive the joy of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

The gathering 

Preparing to hear the word 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Marlee Gillihan 
 

PRELUDE For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Wold 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

Leader: Sing a song of thanksgiving. 
All: Declare God’s wondrous deeds. 
Leader: For the Lord dwells among the people; 
All: the glory of God abides with us. 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type. 

  Our sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. Look for the blue sticker on the pews. 

Living the Revolutionary Way of Jesus 
Love Radically • Serve Boldly • Live Courageously 



 

*HYMN 14 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 

See hymn on the next page. 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: Trusting in the power of God to save, let us confess our sins before God and this 
congregation. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Holy God, we confess that our love for you and for others has not been genuine.  We have 
not held fast to what is good, and we have lagged in affection for our brothers and sisters. 
We have not been patient in suffering, nor have we persevered in prayer. We have repaid 
evil for evil and have failed to live peaceably with all. Forgive us our sin, free us from fear 
of the power of evil, and help us trust in the power of your everlasting goodness; through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

*KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy Schubert 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Friends, hear the good news: Christ has broken the power of sin and evil and has 
opened to us the way of eternal life. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 



 

 



 

*GLORIA Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTIONS 9:30am Faith Shartzer 

 11am Melody Dillon 

I wonder, what does it mean to you to live in peace with everyone? 

 



 

 

THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) Marlee Gillihan 

By the power of your Spirit, O Lord, make your Word become a joy to us and the delight of 
our hearts. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Matthew 16:21-28 Marlee Gillihan 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 
Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 26:1-8 (NRSV) (unison)  Marlee Gillihan 

Vindicate me, O Lord, 
    for I have walked in my integrity, 
    and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
    test my heart and mind. 
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
    and I walk in faithfulness to you. 
I do not sit with the worthless, 
    nor do I consort with hypocrites; 
I hate the company of evildoers 
    and will not sit with the wicked. 
I wash my hands in innocence 
    and go around your altar, O Lord, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
    and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
    and the place where your glory abides. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  Romans 12:9-21 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 
Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON “Live in Harmony” Rev. John E. Morgan 



 

Responding to the word 

*HYMN 316 Where Charity and Love Prevail TWENTY-FOURTH 

See hymn on the next page. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM THE CONFESSION OF 1967 (unison) 

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. This 
community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and 
shares God’s labor of healing the enmities which separate people from God and from each 
other. Christ has called the church to this mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to WPC. May our 
offerings continue to help us be the light for our neighbors and our siblings 
in Christ all over the world. Offering envelopes can be found inside the 
friendship register book. We invite you to make your offering or pledge 
payment in one of the following ways: 

• Place your offering into the plates as you exit the sanctuary 
• Visit mywpc.org/offering or scan the QR code at the right to give online 
• Mail your offering to the church office at 215 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 

 

http://www.mywpc.org/offering


 

 



 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Reckless Love Caleb Culver, Cory Asbury, Ran Jackson 

 WPC Youth 

Before I spoke a word, you were singing over me. 
You have been so, so good to me. 
Before I took a breath, you breathed your life in me. 
You have been so kind to me. 
 

Refrain:  
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God. 
Oh, it chases me down, fights till I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine. 
I couldn't earn it and I don't deserve it, still you give yourself away. 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God. 
 

When I was your foe, still your love fought for me. 
You have been so, so good to me. 
When I felt no worth, you paid it all for me. 
You have been so kind to me. (Refrain) 
 

There's no shadow you won't light up, mountain you won't climb up, comin' after me. 
There's no wall you won't kick down, lie you won't tear down, comin' after me. 
There's no shadow you won't light up, mountain you won't climb up, comin'after me. 
There's no wall you won't kick down, lie you won't tear down, comin' after me. (Repeat) 
 

(Refrain) 
 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 

 
Going out to be the church 

*INVITATION AND THE LORD’S DAY GREETING 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  If you are joining us online, 
please remember to ‘sign’ our online friendship register: 
• Click on the Welcome to WPC! Click here to sign the Friendship Register 

banner at the top of the website page 
• Visit mywpc.org/friendship or scan the QR code at the right to access the 

online friendship register. 
 

*HYMN 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun DUKE STREET 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Venite! Leavitt 

The service of worship concludes after the postlude. The music can be enjoyed or used as an 
opportunity for prayer. You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so quietly and 
without disturbing those who choose to stay. 
 
“Reckless Love” by Caleb Culver, Cory Asbury, and Ran Jackson. © 2017 Cory Asbury Publishing; Richmond Park 
Publishing; Watershed Worship Publishing; Bethel Music Publishing. CCLI License no. 1248418. 

https://mywpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/37092a02-354d-41a9-a4ca-365e75ad4a20/?nav=p-1456734&clickpath=&wildcard=/


 



 

 

 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS  

The flowers are given today by Bill Riffer to the glory of God and in memory of his wife, 
Cecelia, and two of their children, Cory and Jill, family united again. 

 

 THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

PASTOR 

Rev. John E. Morgan, Pastor and Head of Staff 

Rev. Pam Hrncir, Associate Pastor 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Chris Bechtler, Director of Music 

Norman Elton, Organist and Assistant Director of Music 

WPC Youth Choir 

LITURGIST 
Marlee Gillihan 
GREETERS 

9:30am  Rodney and Molly Lawrence  

11:00am  Elizabeth Padgett, Rebecca Caprio  

USHERS 

9:30am  Matthew Underwood, Tony Annoni, John VanAken, Carolyn Morgan  

11:00am  Ric Cheston, Martha Jean Howell, Jerry Howell, Kelly Kirkpatrick  

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION 

Melody Dillon, Director of Children, Youth, and Families Ministries 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOST 

Karol Sibley, Sarah Smith, Barb Timko 

*WILLIAMSBURG LANDING USHERS 

Linda Eichhorn 

*WINDSOR MEADE USHER 

Ray Whitney and Peter Moriarty 

AUDIO AND VIDEO TECHNICIANS 

Charles Starr, and John Schoenberger 

 

*Satellite campuses 



 

 WPC’S PURPOSE STATEMENT  

Joyfully led by the Spirit, 
We are revolutionary in our hope and love. 

Welcoming all, we nurture and equip people to 
Serve God and care for our community in the way of Jesus. 

 CHILDREN’S STATEMENT  

Children are welcome at WPC! We have Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am and a nursery for 
children ages 3 and below during both services. We also have children’s worship bags and sensory 
objects available to be borrowed while in the building. Please ask an usher if you need assistance 
in locating anything. 
  

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The Church, to 
God, and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at home in this house 
of worship. Parents, feel free to sit near the front where children can see, explain the parts of the 
service to them, and invite them to learn by watching and copying. And relax, God put the wiggle in 
children, so don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 

 YOUTH STATEMENT  

All youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to join us every Sunday evening for WPC Youth Group! 
We meet from 5:30-7:00pm and enjoy dinner, singing, and a variety of activities from Bible study to 
Gaga Ball. Youth group resumes on September 13th with a potluck. 
  

High schoolers in 9th-12th grade are invited to join for a midweek Bible study that will resume in 
October on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00pm. The date will be announced in the bulletin 
announcements. Please reach out to Melody Dillon with any questions. 

 FAMILY STATEMENT  

Every 1st Sunday is WPC Family Sunday! During Sunday School, families are invited to gather 
upstairs in Room 227 for coffee, breakfast treats, and informal conversation and community 
building. Then, during the 11:00am service, all kids in preschool-5th grade are invited to sit 
together and help lead the congregation in Embodying the Psalm. The first WPC Family Sunday of 
the year will be on October 1st. 



 

 

 WORSHIP: WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION  

In our effort to be an intentional and intergenerational church, we implemented a new weekly 
worship practice called “Weekly Wondering Question.” During this time, you are encouraged 
to apply your own meaning to a faith concept from the sermon. You are invited to engage with 
the Weekly Wondering Question by either wondering silently to yourself, or by turning to your 
neighbor and having a quiet discussion. 
 

We hope this new practice will help all ages to think differently about their faith and engage in 
non-judgmental curiosity. There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to these questions, so feel free 
to use your imagination! It is our prayer that this practice will help us live out our WPC purpose 
statement to be joyful, revolutionary, and welcoming as we seek to follow the way of Jesus. 

 T-LOOP ENABLED  

Did you know you can receive amplified sound in the Sanctuary with a t-loop enabled 
hearing aid? The "loop" signal is strongest in certain pews along the center aisle. 
Look for the symbol pictured here. 

 SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS  

• In need of one-on-one prayer? Please look for a Stephen Minister in the Fellowship Hall 
or the church foyer after the morning services. They will find a private place to talk and pray 

with you. Just look for the blue Stephen Ministry name tags. 

• The monthly grief group meets the first Wednesday of the month, at 10am in room 227 on 
the second level. During this meeting we check in with one another and occasionally watch 

videos about a specific grief topic. All are welcome to attend. 

• The Caregivers Support Group will meet  in room 222 on August 31, and September 14. 



 

 PRAYER CONCERNS, JOYS, & TOUCH NOTES  

To share a joy or concern, please visit www.mywpc.org, select “Get Care” on the menu bar, then 
“Prayer Request” from the drop-down menu. Complete the form and click “Send Request” on the 
bottom of the form. Per your instructions, your request will be shared with our pastors, added to 
the prayer chain, or included in the worship bulletin. If the internet is not available to you, please 
call the church office (757) 229-4235 with your request. The Prayer Chain Coordinator is Jo Ann 
Youhas.* 
 

If you are in need of a pastor after hours or on the weekend with an emergency request, 
please contact the Pastor-on-Call listed for this week.  During the week, please call the 
church office. 

Pastor-on-Call 

Pastor John E. Morgan • jmorgan@mywpc.org • 757-903-7800. 

The WPC Family extends its deepest Christian sympathy and prayers to: 
• The family of WPC member Robin Hellier, who went to be with Our Lord and Savior on Friday, 

August 21, 2026. A visitation will be held at Nelsen Funeral Home, 3785 Strawberry Plains 
Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23188, US, on September 11, 2026, from 12:00pm to 1:00pm; light 
lunch will be served. A funeral service will be held at 1:00pm followed by a committal service 
at Williamsburg Memorial Park. 

• WPC member Dorothy Geyer and family on the death of her mother, Lillian Geyer, who went 
to be with Our Lord and Savior on Friday, August 21, 2026. Arrangements are pending. 

 

Please pray for the families who have lost loved ones: 
• The family of Sid Wilson, husband of Tanya Wilson 
• The family of Nell Stow, mother of Dru Stowe;  
• The family of Dennis Lykins, husband of Kathy Lykins. 
 

Please pray for: 
• Barbara Coughlan 
• Gail Jamerson and Edward Woodley, wife and brother-in-law of our sexton, Hugh Jamerson 
• Barb Timko’s brother for his strength during chemo and radiation treatment. 
 

Please pray for those recovering from various surgeries; who are homebound; who have family 
and friend concerns; affected by fires and natural disasters; serving in the military services and 
their families; serving our country in leadership roles; experiencing homelessness and hunger; 
affected by the wars in Iran, Gaza, Israel, Sudan, and Ukraine. 

http://www.mywpc.org


 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• TODAY is Rally Day! Join us during Coffee Fellowship to discover the many opportunities for 
people of all ages to deepen their faith, grow in Christian community, and build meaningful 
relationships. Learn about the many ways to connect as we seek to experience the hope, love, and 
way of Jesus together. Whether you're new to Williamsburg Presbyterian or have been here for 

years, there's a place for you. We can't wait to help you find the group that's right for you! 

Sunday School for age 4–12th grade resumed TODAY as well! All ages must register, and pre-
registration is strongly encouraged for accurate planning. Please go to mywpc.org/sundayschool to 

register your child(ren). 

• Send Your Cookies and Prayers to Prison. Showing God’s Love in Prison. In October WPC 
members will be joining a group of Kairos Prison Ministry Volunteers going to Greensville 

Correction Center.  Their purpose is to remind the prisoners that God loves them. 

One of the ways of showing God’s love is through cookies.  While the cookies aren’t God’s love, 
they are a symbol of his love or Agape.  The inmates don’t realize this at the beginning of the 
workshop on Thursday morning but they do by Sunday afternoon after four days of talks, 

discussion and prayers.  The Holy Spirit is at work and all who attend see it for themselves. 

Cookie Kits are available in the Welcome Center. Kits for making 3 dozen include 3-quart freezer 

bags, special instructions and directions for baking cookies. Please stop by and pick up one. 

• The Squares Men’s Bible Study resumes meeting on Thursday, September 3. Often when 
something new is beginning there is a time when all parties work on an agreement, such as a 
contract.  So, as the new program year begins at WPC The Squares will look at the very beginning 
of our faith story and consider a “covenant.”  What is a covenant and why is a covenant 
important?  While considering Genesis 17:1-8, we’ll ask what happened then, and how does that 
same thing happen to us today?  You are invited to join The Squares on the first Thursday 
evening at 7:00pm in Room 227.  We hope to see you on September 3. 

• September Monthly Grief Group: September’s monthly grief group will meet on Wednesday, 
September 9, at 10:00am. Please note that this is a change from our regular meeting day, which 

is the first Wednesday of the month. 

• The Path Ahead: Spirituality and Purpose in Later Life. What if growing older is not simply 
about what we lose, but about what God is still calling us to become? The Path Ahead: Spirituality 
& Purpose in Later Life℠ challenges stereotypes of aging as a season of decline and invites us 

instead to see later life as a time of spiritual growth, renewed purpose, and possibility. 

Join Pastor Pam for this six-week class beginning September 16 at 1pm in Room 220. 
Through conversation and contemplative practices, we’ll explore how God’s call does not retire 
when we do. Instead, God invites us to adapt, grow, and discover what faithful living can look like 

in this season of life.  Learn more and register: mywpc.org/pathahead. 



 

• WPC Young Adults Ministry will host their first meeting Thursday September 17, at 7pm in 
Room 227! If you're navigating life, work, relationships, big decisions, or simply searching for 
deeper faith and meaningful connection, this ministry is for you! Designed for young adults ages 22
–32 (and anyone in a similar season of life), this is a place to grow in faith, build authentic 
friendships, and journey through life's defining years together! Join us for dinner, dialogue and a 

time of fellowship! For more information contact Megan Davis*. 

• On Saturday, September 26, members and friends of WPC are invited to step into a 
remarkable chapter of Presbyterian—and American—history with a visit to Historic 
Polegreen Church in Hanover County. 

Our day will take us from the story of religious dissent and the struggle for freedom of conscience 
at Polegreen to Union Presbyterian Seminary, where we’ll share lunch and explore the role clergy 
played in the American Revolution. We’ll begin at 11am with a guided visit to Historic Polegreen 
Church, followed by lunch and a presentation by Pastor John Morgan at Union Presbyterian 

Seminary. 

Participants can travel directly to Polegreen or meet at WPC to carpool or ride the church bus. 
Carpool and transportation arrangements will be confirmed with participants after signing up. A 
boxed lunch from Richmond's Garnett’s Cafe is $15 per person; selections will be made when 

registering. Learn more and register at mywpc.org/polegreen. 

• The WPC Book Club will meet on Monday, September 28, at 2pm in Room 220 (and on 
Zoom) to discuss The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden 

Age of Journalism, by Doris Kearns Goodwin.   

• Volunteers Needed to Help at Grove Christian Outreach Center on United Way Day of 
Caring. WPC’s Outreach Ministry is sponsoring a work day at the Grove Christian Outreach Center 
as part of the United Way Day of Caring on Friday, September 18 from 8:30 am to 2:30 
pm.  There are indoor jobs (shopping with neighbors, organizing the pantry and clothing closet) 
and outdoor jobs (painting, yard cleanup, and gardening).  If you can help us in this worthwhile 
endeavor, please contact Tom Moul* and let him know if you would like to work inside or outside 

and your t-shirt size.  Thanks for volunteering! 

• A heartfelt thank you to all who supported Summer Meals for Kids through food drive 
donations, shifts preparing lunches, and cookies baked. We fed approximately 300 children 
per week for 10 weeks. We certainly could not have had this level of success without all of this 

help! Thank you, WPC members!! 

• New Member Luncheon—November 1. Join us immediately following the 11:00am worship 
service in Stevenson Hall for a relaxed and joyful luncheon. This is a wonderful opportunity to get 
to know others, meet the pastors and church leaders, and discover the many ways you can 

connect with our community to worship, grow in our faith, and serve our community. 
 

*Contact information can be found in our online directory. 



 

 

 THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
9:30am Nursery open during 9:30am worship service 
9:30am Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults / CE Wing and Lower Level 
9:30am In-person Worship / Sanctuary 
 Live-Stream Worship; visit mywpc.org to access 
10:00am Donuts to Welcome W & M Students / WPC Courtyard 
10:30am Ministry Fair and Coffee Fellowship Hour / Stevenson Hall 
11:00am In-person Worship / Sanctuary 
 Listen at FM93.5 The Burg.com 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 31 
1:00pm Caregiver Support Group / Rm 222 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
1:00pm In-person Staff Mtg / Stevenson Hall 
6:30pm UKirk Dinner & Dialogue / Stevenson Hall and Kitchen 
7:00pm AA Williamsburg Big Book Study / LL009 and LL049 
7:00pm Earth Care Committee Mtg / Church Library and Zoom 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Rm 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
9:00am Sanctuary Cleaning 
9:30am PW Circle 4 - Anna / Rm 220 
9:30am PW Circle 1 - Ruth / Stevenson Hall 
4:30pm Carol Choir and Junior Choir Rehearsal / Children’s Choir Rm 
5:30pm Communications Ministry / Rm 220 
7:00pm The Squares / Rm 255 
7:30pm Westminster Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm Lower Level 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
 

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP  

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

Pastor John E. Morgan’s sermon “Love Fulfills the Law” 
will be based on Romans 13:8-14 


