
 

 

PRAYER FOR PREPARATION 

Gracious God, we thank you for being ever present with us. We know that we are never alone. 

Your mercies have been faithful and rich. Pour out your Spirit upon us, that we might do the work 

of your will. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The gathering 

Preparing to hear the word 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH (9:30) Faith Shartzer 

 (11:00) Lena Roessler 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION: Older Adults Resource Room Faith Shartzer 
 

PRELUDE A Grand Celebration Hakes 

 Westminster Ringers 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

Leader: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
All: but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
 being born in our likeness. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type. 

  Our sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. Look for the blue sticker on the pews. 

(Call to Worship continued on next page.) 

Living the Revolutionary Way of Jesus 
Love Radically • Serve Boldly • Live Courageously 

 



 

Leader: And being found in human form he humbled himself and became 
 obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
All: Therefore God has highly exalted him 
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, 
Leader: that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
All: and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father  
 



 

 

*HYMN 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 

 



 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor, trusting in the promise of 
forgiveness. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Almighty God, we have been wandering in the wilderness of sin. We have complained in 
the face of your mercy. We have been selfish and conceited in the face of your sacrifice. 
We have not done your will. Teach us humility. Teach us gratitude. Infuse your spirit into 
our beings so that we might be reconciled to you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

*A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

*KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy Schubert 



 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: People of God, our sins are forgiven. The Lord is loving, and we are reconciled to God. 
Therefore, let us humble and surrender ourselves to the will of God for the glory of the 
Lord. 

 

*GLORIA Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION (9:30) Jaynelle Oehler 

 (11:00) Melody Dillon 

I wonder, have you ever said one thing, but done the opposite? 



 

THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) (9:30) Faith Shartzer 

 (11:00) Lena Roessler 

O God, fill us with your Spirit and humble our hearts so that we can hear your Word. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Philippians 2:1-11 (9:30) Faith Shartzer 
 (11:00) Lena Roessler 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 25:1-9 (NRSV) (unison)  (9:30) Faith Shartzer 
 (11:00) Lena Roessler 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; 
    do not let me be put to shame; 
    do not let my enemies exult over me. 
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
    teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all day long. 
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 
Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right 
    and teaches the humble his way. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  Matthew 21:23-32 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON Sermon Series: Rev. John E. Morgan 

 “The Parable of Two Sons” 



 

 

Responding to the word 

*HYMN 630 Fairest Lord Jesus CRUSADERS’ HYMN 

 



 

(Anthem continues on the next page.) 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH (unison) 

 Jesus taught with authority, challenging many time-honored customs and ideas, yet he 
submitted to humiliation and death without a word on his own behalf. He forgave sinners, 
yet he was counted among sinners. We recognize the work of God in Jesus' power and 
authority. He did what only God can do. We also recognize the work of God in Jesus' 
lowliness. When he lived as a servant and went humbly to his death the greatness that 
belongs only to God was manifest. In both his majesty and lowliness Jesus is the eternal 
Son of God, God himself with us. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to WPC. May our 
offerings continue to help us be the light for our neighbors and our siblings 
in Christ all over the world. Offering envelopes can be found inside the 
friendship register book. We invite you to make your offering or pledge 
payment in one of the following ways: 

• Place your offering into the plates as you exit the sanctuary 
• Visit mywpc.org/offering or scan the QR code at the right to give online 
• Mail your offering to the church office at 215 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Come By Here Spiritual 

  arr. Kyle Pederson 

Come by here, my Lord, come by here. 
Come by here, my Lord, come by here. 
Come by here, my Lord, come by here. 
O Lord, come by here. 
 

Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here. 
Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here. 
Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here. 
O Lord, come by here. 
 

http://www.mywpc.org/offering


 

 

Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here. 
Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here. 
Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here. 
O Lord, come by here. 
 

In the morning, Lord, in the evening, you are here. 
In my waking, in my sleeping, Lord, you are here. 
In my pleading, waiting, caring, loving,  

blessing, grieving, hoping, longing,  
falling, hiding, rising, healing,  
aching, laughing, praising, seeking,  
finding, breathing, dying,  

Lord, you are here 
 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Going out to be the church 

*INVITATION AND THE LORD’S DAY GREETING 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  If you are joining us online, 
please remember to ‘sign’ our online friendship register: 
• Click on the Welcome to WPC! Click here to sign the Friendship Register 

banner at the top of the website page 
• Visit mywpc.org/friendship or scan the QR code at the right to access the 

online friendship register. 
 

https://mywpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/37092a02-354d-41a9-a4ca-365e75ad4a20/?nav=p-1456734&clickpath=&wildcard=/


 

*HYMN 263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! CORONATION 

 



 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Toccata Laurin 

The service of worship concludes after the postlude. The music can be enjoyed or used as an 
opportunity for prayer. You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so quietly and 
without disturbing those who choose to stay. 
 

 TODAY’S MUSIC NOTE  

Our anthem is a new setting of “Kumbaya,” which many of us grew up singing around the fire at 
church camps and retreats. The song originated as a spiritual, and the prayer is for God to “come by 
here” to help us. Early versions include “somebody needs you, Lord… somebody’s sick, Lord… 
somebody’s dyin’, Lord… come by here.” This sensitive arrangement by Kyle Pederson recalls 
these powerful pleas for God’s aid. 
 

 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS  

The flowers are given today to the glory of God and 
in memory of their parents, siblings, and eldest daughter, Jenifer, 

by Joan and John Kohout. 



 

 THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

PASTOR 
Rev. John E. Morgan, Pastor and Head of Staff 
Rev. Pam Hrncir, Associate Pastor 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Chris Bechtler, Director of Music 
Norman Elton, Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Westminster Ringers directed by Norman Elton 
WPC Chancel Choir 
 

LITURGIST 
9:30am Faith Shartzer 
11:00am Lena Roessler 
 

GREETERS 
9:30am  Bill Riffer, Jack Snell  
11:00am Ralph and Happy Simmons  
 

USHERS 
9:30am Carolyn Lodzieski, Matthew Underwood, Rebecca Caprio, David Littell  
11:00am Gene D’Orsogna, Ellen D’Orsogna, Donna Powell, Rebecca Caprio  
 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION 
9:30am Jaynelle Oehler 
11:00am Melody Dillon 
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOST 
Jim Carey, Anne Nordin, Lynn Turner 
 

*WILLIAMSBURG LANDING USHERS 
Linda Eichhorn 
 

*WINDSOR MEADE USHER  
Ray Whitney and Peter Moriarty 
 

AUDIO AND VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
Roy Knox and John Schoenberger 
 

*Satellite campuses 



 

 

 WPC’S PURPOSE STATEMENT  

Joyfully led by the Spirit,  
We are revolutionary in our hope and love.  

Welcoming all, we nurture and equip people to  
Serve God and care for our community in the way of Jesus.  

 CHILDREN’S STATEMENT  

Children are welcome at WPC! We have Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am and a nursery 
for children ages 3 and below during both services. We also have children’s worship bags and 
sensory objects available to be borrowed while in the building. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance in locating anything. 
  

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The Church, to 
God, and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at home in this 
house of worship. Parents, feel free to sit near the front where children can see, explain the parts 
of the service to them, and invite them to learn by watching and copying. And relax, God put the 
wiggle in children, so don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 

 YOUTH STATEMENT  

All youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to join us every Sunday evening for WPC Youth Group! 
We meet from 5:30-7:00pm and enjoy dinner, singing, and a variety of activities from Bible study 
to Gaga Ball. 
  

High schoolers in 9th-12th grade are invited to join a midweek Bible study held on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:00pm. Please reach out to Melody Dillon with any questions. 

 FAMILY STATEMENT  

Every 1st Sunday is WPC Family Sunday! During Sunday School, families are invited to gather 
upstairs in Room 227 for coffee, breakfast treats, and informal conversation and community 
building. Then, during the 11:00am service, all kids in preschool-5th grade are invited to sit 
together and help lead the congregation in Embodying the Psalm. The first WPC Family Sunday 
of the church year will be on October 4th, World Communion Sunday. 

 ADULT STATEMENT  

Check out the topics that WPC Adults are exploring this Fall!  There are welcoming 
opportunities to learn, grow, and connect almost every day of the week.  Find out more by picking 
up one of the ‘Explore by Topics’ booklets in the Welcome Center, back vestibule, or in the 
Stevenson Hall desk.  There is also information at: https://www.mywpc.org/adults/ 



 

 WORSHIP WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION  

In our effort to be an intentional and intergenerational church, we implemented a new weekly 
worship practice called “Weekly Wondering Question.” During this time, you are encouraged to 
apply your own meaning to a faith concept from the sermon. You are invited to engage with the 
Weekly Wondering Question by either wondering silently to yourself, or by turning to your 
neighbor and having a quiet discussion. 
 

We hope this new practice will help all ages to think differently about their faith and engage in non
-judgmental curiosity. There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to these questions, so feel free to use 
your imagination! It is our prayer that this practice will help us live out our WPC purpose 
statement to be joyful, revolutionary, and welcoming as we seek to follow the way of Jesus. 

 T-LOOP ENABLED  

Did you know you can receive amplified sound in the Sanctuary with a t-loop 
enabled hearing aid? The "loop" signal is strongest in certain pews along the center 
aisle. Look for the symbol pictured here. 

 SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS  

• In need of one-on-one prayer? Please look for a Stephen Minister in the Fellowship Hall 
or the church foyer after the morning services. They will find a private place to talk and pray 
with you. Just look for the blue Stephen Ministry name tags. For more information or questions, 

contact Becky McKinley* 

• The monthly grief group meets the first Wednesday of the month, at 10am in room 227 on 
the second level. During this meeting we check in with one another and occasionally watch 
videos about a specific grief topic. All are welcome to attend. For more information or 

questions, contact Pastor Pam, phrncir@mywpc.org 

• The Caregivers Support Group weekly meetings are held on Tuesday at 1pm in room 222 on 
the second level. For more information or questions, contact Rita Cooper* 



 

 
 PRAYER CONCERNS, JOYS, & TOUCH NOTES  

To share a joy or concern, please visit www.mywpc.org, select “Get Care” on the menu bar, then 
“Prayer Request” from the drop-down menu. Complete the form and click “Send Request” on the 
bottom of the form. Per your instructions, your request will be shared with our pastors, added to 
the prayer chain, or included in the worship bulletin. If the internet is not available to you, please 
call the church office (757) 229-4235 with your request. The Prayer Chain Coordinator is Jo Ann 
Youhas.* 
 

If you are in need of a pastor after hours or on the weekend with an emergency request, 
please contact the Pastor-on-Call listed for this week.  During the week, please call the 
church office. 

Pastor-on-Call 

Pastor John E. Morgan • jmorgan@mywpc.org • 757-903-7800. 

Upcoming Memorial Services for WPC Members and Friends: 
• Dorothy Geyer’s mother, Lillian Geyer, who went to be with Our Lord and Savior on Monday, 

August 24 2026. A memorial service is planned for Saturday, November 7, 2026, in our 
sanctuary followed by a reception. 

 

Please pray for the families who have lost loved ones: 
• The family of Sid Wilson, husband of Tanya Wilson 
• The family of Nell Stowe, mother of Dru Stowe 
• The family of Dennis Lykins, husband of Kathy Lykins 
• The family of Lillian Geyer, mother of Dorothy Geyer 
• The family of Rita Wright 
• The family of Robin Hellier 
 

Please continue to pray for: 
• Barbara Coughlan 
• Gail Jamerson and Edward Woodley, wife and brother-in-law of our sexton, Hugh Jamerson 
• Barb Timko’s brother for his strength during chemo and radiation treatment. 
 

Please pray for those recovering from various surgeries; who are homebound; who have family 
and friend concerns; affected by fires and natural disasters; serving in the military services and 
their families; serving our country in leadership roles; experiencing homelessness and hunger; 
affected by the wars in Iran, Gaza, Israel, Sudan, and Ukraine. 

http://www.mywpc.org


 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*Contact information can be found in our online directory. 

You may also contact the church office at 757-229-4235. 
More information about the events and announcements listed above 

can be found on our website at mywpc.org/news or on the church calendar. 

• Our new Older Adults Resource Room, an initiative of WPC’s Aging on Purpose Ministry, 
opens TODAY! Please stop by the Resource Room, located in Room 123 (across the hall 
from the Church Nursery), between worship services or after the 11:00 service today.  Look 
around, learn more about our vision, and meet the Resource Guides—Allen Hogge, Nancy Moul, 
Ann Schulte, Diane Schwarz, and Faith Shartzer. The Resource Guides are available by 
appointment to help guide those seeking resources to plan for retirement, meet current or 
emerging needs for care, or address myriad issues related to aging well. The Resource Room has 
a collection of information on local community resources and topics relevant to older adults, 
including lifestyle and housing options, health and safety, financial and legal matters, personal and 
in-home care, and more. Visitors are invited to browse whenever the room is not being used by 
other groups. We value and look forward to your input and collaboration as we seek to support and 

equip one another to age on purpose throughout our elder years.  

• The Squares. “Have you been born again?” This question or statement means different things 
to different people. And, this question even makes some uncomfortable. To help with this question/
statement The Squares will take a look at John 3:1-21, which includes Jesus saying that we must 
be born again. To get in on this discussion join The Squares on Thursday, October 1, at 7pm 
in room 227. 

• Presbyterian Women’s Fall Luncheon and Thank Offering: “It All Started with a Children’s 
Sermon.” Join us for the PW annual Fall Luncheon and Thank Offering on Thursday, 
October 8 at 11am. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Dr. Melissa (Lissa) Sumner Long, General 
Presbyter of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia. Enjoy a delicious lunch and wonderful fellowship in 
Stevenson Hall—all for just $8! Come hungry, bring a friend, and enjoy this special time together. 
Sign up by October 4 using the online form at mywpc.org/pw-fall, or paper forms in the Welcome 

Lobby and during coffee fellowship. Questions? Contact Lynn Curtin.* 

• We hope you’ll join us! All WPC Families and UKirk students are invited to gather on 
Tuesday, October 6 for a “Happy Un-Birthday Service Project Party!” Starting at 5pm, children 
and students will participate in a service project to pack birthday boxes containing everything a 
family would need to recognize a special birthday. The boxes will be donated to Grove Christian 
Outreach Center. Once the boxes are packed, everyone is welcome to stay for dinner! RSVPs are 
required so we can ensure that we have enough for everyone, please sign up at mywpc.org/
unbirthday. Contact Melody Dillon (mdillon@mywpc.org) or Caroline Johnston (cjohnston@mywpc) 

with questions. 



 

 

• All kids and families are invited to join us for Playground Church on Saturday, October 3, at 
4pm. Designed especially for preschool and elementary-age children, Playground Church offers a 
safe and welcoming space for play, connection, and faith formation. Contact Melody Dillon 

(mdillon@mywpc.org)  with questions. We hope to see you there! 

• What’s Cooking?!? Your cooking time and talents can bring a smile and nourishment to the 
soul and tummies of our college UKirk students at their Tuesday Dinner and Dialogues!  

This year it’s even easier to participate.  You can sign up to provide part of the dinner – an entrée, 
salad, a side or a dessert - for the group.  Gather friends, join with a group, or jump in solo.   Your 
time and talent are warmly welcomed! There’s even the added benefit as volunteers are invited to 

stay, eat, and spend some time getting to know our wonderful students during dinner. 

Look for the direct sign-up link in the WPC weekly Looking Ahead email or you may connect 

through Sign Up Genius at this link for WPC UKirk Dinners: mywpc.org/ukirkdinner  

Thank you for being a part of an amazing year of shared faith and fellowship with our William & 

Mary students! 

• Help wanted to greet or usher for one or more Open Door concerts, and especially the Tuba 
Skinny concert on October 18. Easy hours - a Sunday 3:15pm - 6pm, and enjoy a fabulous foot 

tappin' concert. See the Open Door Concert schedule at www.mywpc.org/concerts. 

Contact Dick Hubbard* or Tom Bozek* for more information 

• Blessings Bags are ready for Fall. As the weather turns cooler, don’t forget to take a bag to give 
to those who struggle with having enough to eat.  The bags are available in the Welcome Center, 

so remember to share our blessings with others. 

• The Path Ahead: Spirituality and Purpose in Later Life. What if growing older is not simply 
about what we lose, but about what God is still calling us to become? The Path Ahead: Spirituality 
& Purpose in Later Life challenges stereotypes of aging as a season of decline and invites us 

instead to see later life as a time of spiritual growth, renewed purpose, and possibility. 

Location Change: Join Pastor Pam for this six-week class which started Wednesday,  
September 16 at 1pm in Stevenson Hall. Through conversation and contemplative practices, 
we’ll explore how God’s call does not retire when we do. Instead, God invites us to adapt, grow, 
and discover what faithful living can look like in this season of life.  Learn more and register: 

mywpc.org/pathahead. Look for the purple box! 

• Your Family can be a part of World Communion Sunday. How?  Whether you bake or not, your 
family probably has a favorite bread.  Maybe it is Wonder Bread, bagels, English muffins, or maybe 
it is something you make at home - whatever it is, YOU are invited to share it with your WPC 
FAMILY on October 4, 2026.  The breads will be assembled into a centerpiece for all to see.  If 

you have questions or want to volunteer to provide bread, contact Ruth Cobb* by September 28. 

http://mywpc.org/ukirkdinner


 

• Save the Date: Planning has begun for the 9th Annual HART Multifaith Thanksgiving Service. Join 
is for this Williamsburg community tradition, held at Walsingham Academy, Sunday, November 
22, 7pm. HART, the Historic Area Religions Together, brings together people of all faiths and 

backgrounds to celebrate and give thanks. 
 

 A WARM INVITATION FROM OUR NEIGHBOR  

First Baptist Church : At the Heart of the 250th Anniversary Season 

• A Legacy of Faith and Freedom • 1776-2026 • First Baptist Church, 727 Scotland Street 

Thursday, October 8, 6-7pm: Commemorative Spirituals Celebration: An evening celebration 
honoring the sacred spiritual tradition and the enduring role of music in the congregation’s journey 
of faith and freedom. 

• Unveiling of the African Baptist Meeting House • Nassau Street, Colonial Williamsburg 
Friday, October 9, 9-10am: Gather for the unveiling and dedication of the newly constructed 
African Baptist Meeting House and sacred burial ground at the congregation’s original Nassau 
Street place of worship. 

• 250th Anniversary Worship Service • First Baptist Church, 727 Scotland Street 
Sunday, October 11, 11am: A spirit-filled and unforgettable worship service with Rev. Dr. 
Reginald F. Davis delivering a message of determination, resilience, and hope. 

For more information, visit: 

https://firstbaptistchurch1776.org/250th-anniversary/#fbc250-weekend-schedule 



 

 
 THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
9:30am Nursery open during both worship services 
9:30am Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults / CE Wing and Lower Level 
9:30am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Live-Stream Worship; visit mywpc.org to access 
9:30am Short Course: Why is Jesus Revolutionary? / LL049 
10:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour / Stevenson Hall 
11:00am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Listen at FM93.5 The Burg.com 
5:30pm WPC Youth Group / Rm 227 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
1:00pm Caregiver Support Grp / Rm 222 
2:00pm WPC Book Club / Rm 220 and Zoom 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
10:00am Tuesday Bible Study / Rm 220 
1:00pm Staff Mtg / Zoom 
6:30pm UKirk Dinner & Dialogue / Stevenson Hall and Kitchen 
7:00pm AA Williamsburg Big Book Study / LL009 and LL049 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
1:00pm Short Course: The Path Ahead / Stevenson Hall 
6:00pm Joyful Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm 
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Rm 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 
9:00am Sanctuary Cleaning 
9:30am PW Circle 4 - Anna / Rm 220 
9:30am PW Circle 1 - Ruth / Stevenson Hall 
2:00pm Stewardship Committee Meeting / Rm 220 
4:30pm Carol Choir and Junior Choir Rehearsal / Children’s Choir Rm 
5:30pm Communications Ministry / Rm 220 
7:00pm The Squares / Rm 255 
7:30pm Westminster Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm Lower Level 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 
6:00pm Youth Lock-in / Stevenson Hall and Rm 220 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 

 

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP  

OCTOBER 4, 2026 

This is the final sermon in Pastor John E. Morgan’s 4-week sermon series on the Parables. 

“The Parable of the Owners Son” is based on Matthew 21:33-46. 


