
 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type. 

  Our sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. Look for the blue sticker on the pews. 

PRAYER FOR PREPARATION 

Holy God, you have made us in your image, and we belong to you alone. Therefore, we offer 

ourselves to you, in service, love, and praise. Use us for the glory of your realm and the good of 

your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The gathering 

Preparing to hear the word 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Haley Elton 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION: Stewardship: Christian Outreach C.W. Stacks 
 

PRELUDE Make Music for the Lord Natalie Sleeth 

 Carol and Junior Choirs 

Make music for the Lord today!  
Lift up your voice and sing!  
To God who made the heaven and earth 
Glad songs and anthems bring! 
 

Make music for the Lord today 
And let it fill the air! 
Sing joyful hymns of grateful praise 
To echo everywhere! 
 

Greater Love 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

— John 15:13 
 



 

Alleluia! Alleluia! With sound of melody! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Now praise the One in Three! 
 

Make music for the Lord! 
Lift up your voice and sing 
To God our heavenly King! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

Leader: Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name. 
All:  Tell of God’s saving power from day to day. 
Leader: Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
All: Tremble before God, all the earth.  
 

*HYMN 1 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 



 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: God does not regard us with partiality, but with the grace of Christ Jesus deals with each 
of us according to our need. With gratitude for this amazing grace, let us confess our sin. 

 



 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

What a debt we owe to you, O God. You have given us all things in Christ and yet we 
withhold from you the honor and glory that are yours. Instead, we pay tribute to empire, 
plot to entrap the innocent, mock your truth with empty praise, and put your patience to 
the test. Forgive us, O God, and by your grace restore in us the image of your face; 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

*A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

*KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy Schubert 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! Let the sea roar with 
laughter, the fields shout in celebration, and the forests sing with joy: in Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven. 

 



 

 
*GLORIA Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION Faith Shartzer 

I wonder, how do you think Jesus felt to be asked a trick question? 

THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) Haley Elton 

Holy One, true and living God, through the message of the gospel and the power of your 
Spirit make us imitators of the Lord: Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 45:1-7 Haley Elton 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 



 

PSALM 96:1-9 (responsive)  Haley Elton 

Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
All: Sing to the Lord; bless his name; 
  tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, 
  his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
All: For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
  he is to be revered above all gods. 
Leader: For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
  but the Lord made the heavens. 
All: Honor and majesty are before him; 
  strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
All: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
Leader: Worship the Lord in holy splendor; 
  tremble before him, all the earth. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Matthew 22:15-22 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON “Give to God What is God’s” Rev. John E. Morgan 

 



 

 

Responding to the word 

*HYMN 708 We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH (unison) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in every time and place, we 
rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
 



 

(Anthem continues on the next page.) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to WPC. May our 
offerings continue to help us be the light for our neighbors and our 
siblings in Christ all over the world. Offering envelopes can be found 
inside the friendship register book. We invite you to make your offering or 
pledge payment in one of the following ways: 

• Place your offering into the plates as you exit the sanctuary 
• Visit mywpc.org/offering or scan the QR code at the right to give 

online 
• Mail your offering to the church office at 215 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, VA 

23185. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter 

For the beauty of the earth, 
For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love, which from our birth 
Over and around us lies, 
Over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to the we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon and stars of light: 
Sun and moon and stars of light: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, 
For all gentle thoughts and mild: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise. 

http://www.mywpc.org/offering


 

 

For each perfect gift of thine 
To our race so freely given, 
Graces human and divine, 
Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n: 
Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Going out to be the church 

*INVITATION AND THE LORD’S DAY GREETING 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  If you are joining us online, 
please remember to ‘sign’ our online friendship register: 
• Click on the Welcome to WPC! Click here to sign the Friendship Register 

banner at the top of the website page 
• Visit mywpc.org/friendship or scan the QR code at the right to access the 

online friendship register. 
 

https://mywpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/37092a02-354d-41a9-a4ca-365e75ad4a20/?nav=p-1456734&clickpath=&wildcard=/


 

*HYMN 542 God Be with You Till We Meet Again GOD BE WITH YOU 



 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Voluntary for Organ Stanley 

The service of worship concludes after the postlude. The music can be enjoyed or used as an 
opportunity for prayer. You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so quietly and 
without disturbing those who choose to stay. 

 

 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS  

The flowers are given today to the glory of God and 
in loving memory of her husband, Howard Teubner, by Dottie Teubner 



 

 THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

PASTOR 
Rev. John E. Morgan, Pastor and Head of Staff 
Rev. Pam Hrncir, Associate Pastor 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Chris Bechtler, Director of Music 
Norman Elton, Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
WPC Carol and Junior Choirs directed by Rebecca Elton 
WPC Chancel Choir 
 

LITURGIST 
Haley Elton 
 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION 
Faith Shartzer 

 

GREETERS 
9:30am  Bill Riffer, Rebecca Caprio  
11:00am Laura Osman, Terry Backus  
 

USHERS 
9:30am Matthew Underwood, Pat Underwood, Karen Lauritzen, David Littell  
11:00am Bob Bolstad, Pat Murray, Rebecca Caprio, Sarah Houghland  
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOST 
Jim Carey, Jeff Brenegan, Layton Brenegan 
 

*WILLIAMSBURG LANDING USHERS 
Linda Eichhorn 
 

*WINDSOR MEADE USHER 
Ray Whitney and Peter Moriarty 
 

AUDIO AND VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
Roy Knox and John Schoenberger 

*Satellite campuses 



 

 
 WPC’S PURPOSE STATEMENT  

Joyfully led by the Spirit,  
We are revolutionary in our hope and love.  

Welcoming all, we nurture and equip people to  
Serve God and care for our community in the way of Jesus.  

 CHILDREN’S STATEMENT  

Children are welcome at WPC! We have Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am and a nursery 
for children ages 3 and below during both services. We also have children’s worship bags and 
sensory objects available to be borrowed while in the building. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance in locating anything. 
  

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The Church, to 
God, and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at home in this 
house of worship. Parents, feel free to sit near the front where children can see, explain the parts 
of the service to them, and invite them to learn by watching and copying. And relax, God put the 
wiggle in children, so don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 

 YOUTH STATEMENT  

All youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to join us every Sunday evening for WPC Youth Group! 
We meet from 5:30-7:00pm and enjoy dinner, singing, and a variety of activities from Bible study 
to Gaga Ball. 
  

High schoolers in 9th-12th grade are invited to join a midweek Bible study held on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:00pm. Please reach out to Melody Dillon with any questions. 

 FAMILY STATEMENT  

Every 1st Sunday is WPC Family Sunday! During Sunday School, families are invited to gather 
upstairs in Room 227 for coffee, breakfast treats, and informal conversation and community 
building. Then, during the 11:00am service, all kids in preschool-5th grade are invited to sit 
together and help lead the congregation in Embodying the Psalm. The first WPC Family Sunday of 
the year will be on October 1st. 



 

 WORSHIP WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION  

In our effort to be an intentional and intergenerational church, we implemented a new weekly 
worship practice called “Weekly Wondering Question.” During this time, you are encouraged to 
apply your own meaning to a faith concept from the sermon. You are invited to engage with the 
Weekly Wondering Question by either wondering silently to yourself, or by turning to your 
neighbor and having a quiet discussion. 
 

We hope this new practice will help all ages to think differently about their faith and engage in non
-judgmental curiosity. There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to these questions, so feel free to use 
your imagination! It is our prayer that this practice will help us live out our WPC purpose 
statement to be joyful, revolutionary, and welcoming as we seek to follow the way of Jesus. 

 T-LOOP ENABLED  

Did you know you can receive amplified sound in the Sanctuary with a t-loop enabled 
hearing aid? The "loop" signal is strongest in certain pews along the center aisle. Look 
for the symbol pictured here. 

 SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS  

• In need of one-on-one prayer? Please look for a Stephen Minister in the Fellowship Hall 
or the church foyer after the morning services. They will find a private place to talk and pray 
with you. Just look for the blue Stephen Ministry name tags. For more information or questions, 

contact Becky McKinley* 

• The monthly grief group meets the first Wednesday of the month, at 10am in room 227 on 
the second level. During this meeting we check in with one another and occasionally watch 
videos about a specific grief topic. All are welcome to attend. For more information or 

questions, contact Pastor Pam, phrncir@mywpc.org 

• The Caregivers Support Group weekly meetings are held on Monday at 1pm in room 222 on 
the second level. For more information or questions, contact Rita Cooper* 



 

 
 PRAYER CONCERNS, JOYS, & TOUCH NOTES  

To share a joy or concern, please visit www.mywpc.org, select “Get Care” on the menu bar, then 
“Prayer Request” from the drop-down menu. Complete the form and click “Send Request” on the 
bottom of the form. Per your instructions, your request will be shared with our pastors, added to 
the prayer chain, or included in the worship bulletin. 
 

If the internet is not available to you, please call the church office (757) 229-4235 with your 
request. The Prayer Chain Coordinator is Jo Ann Youhas.* 
 

If you are in need of a pastor after hours or on the weekend with an emergency request, 
please contact the Pastor-on-Call listed for this week.  During the week, please call the 
church office. 

Pastor-on-Call 

Pastor John E. Morgan • jmorgan@mywpc.org • 757-903-7800. 

Upcoming Memorial Services for WPC Members and Friends: 
• Dorothy Geyer’s mother, Lillian Geyer, who went to be with Our Lord and Savior on Monday, 

August 24 2026. A memorial service is planned for 11am, Saturday, November 7, 2026, in 
our sanctuary followed by a reception. 

 

Please pray for the families who have lost loved ones: 
• The family of John Lowden 
• The family of Lillian Geyer, mother of Dorothy Geyer 
 

Please continue to pray for: 
• Mary Jo Siclari, Bob Gustafson, who is now home at Brookdale, Barbara Coughlan 
• Gail Jamerson and Edward Woodley, wife and brother-in-law of our sexton, Hugh Jamerson 
• Barb Timko’s brother for his strength during chemo and radiation treatment. 
 

Please pray for those recovering from various surgeries; who are homebound; who have family 
and friend concerns; affected by fires and natural disasters; serving in the military services and 
their families; serving our country in leadership roles; experiencing homelessness and hunger; 
affected by the wars in Iran, Gaza, Israel, Sudan, and Ukraine. 

http://www.mywpc.org


 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*Contact information can be found in our online directory. 

You may also contact the church office at 757-229-4235. 
More information about the events and announcements listed above 

can be found on our website at mywpc.org/news or on the church calendar. 

• Season 8 Launches with Tuba Skinny: October 18 • 4pm • Doors open at 3:30pm 

New Orleans-based Tuba Skinny transports listeners to the golden age of jazz, blending ragtime, 
blues, and traditional jazz with raw, street-performing energy. Known for their authentic 1920s 
sound, this world-renowned ensemble brings a lively, soul-stirring Americana experience to stages 
and city corners alike. Whether on a festival stage or on the street corner – Tuba Skinny’s 
performances are marked by authenticity, camaraderie, and a genuine love for the tradition they 

carry forward. 

We will also have some pre-concert entertainment. Arrive early for this special treat, and to ensure 

your seat for the concert! 

• Fluvanna Prison Christmas Gifts: For the 6th year, WPC Women are collecting 5 prescribed gift 
items for the inmates of the Fluvanna Correctional Center for Women. Giving these simple 
personal items sends the women a message that someone cares – God cares - about them, even 
though they have made mistakes. There are two ways members of the congregation can join us: 
by monetary donations (cash in an envelope designated for Fluvanna or check made out to WPC 
with Fluvanna on the memo line) or by contributing the requested items to the box designated for 
Fluvanna in the Welcome Center. Cash/check is due by October 18 and actual items are due 
by October 23. The prison is very strict and set limits cannot be exceeded. Travel size items 
will not be accepter. They are: 

• One toothbrush (in its original container) • 6 oz toothpaste (in its original container) 

• 18 oz shampoo • 18 oz body lotion 

• 2.6 oz stick deodorant     (we usually can’t find more than 10-12 oz) 

    (Walmart Suave is the best bet) 

This program has been so meaningful to recipients that, after release, many have encouraged 

their churches to participate. If you have questions, contact Pat Underwood*. 

• Our annual Trunk or Treat Fall Festival will be back on Sunday, October 25, 2026, from 4:30
-6:30pm! Everyone is invited to come out that night for Trunk or Treating, pumpkin decorating, 
face painting, glitter tattoos, popcorn, hot dogs, hot cocoa, and a giant inflatable obstacle course! 
We need LOTS of help to make this event a success. You can sign up to host a trunk or to be a 
general volunteer helping with crowd control and additional activities. We also encourage 
everyone to donate candy! Last year we actually ran out of candy, so this is a huge need! 
Candy can be donated to the bin in the front office. You can find all the information and signups at 

mywpc.org/trunk. 



 

 
• The WPC Book Club will meet on Monday, October 26, at 2 pm in Room 220 (and on Zoom) 

to discuss The Correspondent, by Virginia Evans. 

• New Member Luncheon—November 1. Join us immediately following the 11:00am worship 
service in Stevenson Hall for a relaxed and joyful luncheon. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know others, meet the pastors and church leaders, and discover the many ways you can 

connect with our community to worship, grow in our faith, and serve our community. 

• Rise Against Hunger – Sign Up Today! Join us for WPC’s annual meal-packaging event on 
Saturday, November 21, in Stevenson Hall. Help us to package 50,000 meals to bring our 
lifetime total to 650,000! This intergenerational event is a WPC favorite. Sign up for a two-hour shift 

at mywpc.org/rah. 

Questions? Contact Ric Cheston*. 

• WPC Prayer Chain: Looking for a simple way to become more involved in the life of our church? 
Consider joining the WPC Prayer Chain. Each week, you will receive an email with the names of 
people who need prayer. Simply pray for them as often and for as long as the Lord directs. It’s that 

easy! Prayer requests and names are confidential and are to be shared only with God. 

To join this important ministry or if you have questions, email Jo Ann Youhas* with your name, 

phone number, and email address. We welcome you to this meaningful ministry of prayer! 

• Save the Date: Planning has begun for the 9th Annual HART Multifaith Thanksgiving Service. Join 
us for this Williamsburg community tradition, held at Walsingham Academy, Sunday, November 
22, 7pm. HART, the Historic Area Religions Together, brings together people of all faiths and 

backgrounds to celebrate and give thanks. 

 



 

Dining Together: More Ways to Connect! 

All-Church Potluck Dinner | Saturday, November 7 | 5:30pm 

Dining Together is taking on a new look this year! For more than a decade, this WPC tradition 
has brought people together around the table to share meals, build friendships, and strengthen 

connections. Now we're expanding the invitation to bring more of our church family together. 

Join us on Saturday, November 7 beginning at 5:30pm, for an all-church potluck dinner as we 
kick off a new chapter of Dining Together! We'll share a meal, enjoy some fun activities, and have 

opportunities to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

Interested in small-group dining? When you sign up for the potluck, you can also indicate your 
interest in joining a smaller dining group. We'll organize groups of 6–8 people who will sit together 
at the potluck to get acquainted. From there, each group will make its own plans for gatherings 
throughout the year—whether in homes, restaurants, or wherever the group chooses! Can’t 
make it on November 7? Use the sign-up form to add your name to the small-group list and 

indicate you cannot attend on the 7th. 

We're also looking forward to more opportunities for the whole WPC family to gather around the 
table throughout the year. Sign up at mywpc.org/diningtogether or on the paper sign-up form 
in the Welcome Lobby. Come hungry, bring a dish to share, and join this new chapter of Dining 

Together! 

 

 A COMMUNITY EVENT AT WPC  

WPC Hosts Williamsburg Baroque Concert • Thursday, October 22 • 6pm 

WPC is pleased to host Williamsburg Baroque for an evening of French Chamber 
Music with two guest artists: Grammy Award-winning soprano Margot Rood and 
expert harpsichordist Dylan Saurwald (featured in the hit TV show Poldark). The 
main feature of the program is the incredibly beautiful and rarely performed 

cantata, Orphée, by Jean-Philippe Rameau. 

Tickets are $25 (Adults) and $10 (Under 18 and college students), and may be 
purchased through Williamsburg Baroque using the URL mywpc.org/baroque. In gratitude for use 
of our space, Williamsburg Baroque extends a 50% discount code to the WPC family. Use the 

code WBFRIEND at checkout. 

https://mywpc.org/diningtogether


 

 

 THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:30am Nursery open during both worship services 
9:30am Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults / CE Wing and Lower Level 
9:30am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Live-Stream Worship; visit mywpc.org to access 
9:30am Why Is Jesus Revolutionary? Short Course / LL049 
10:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour / Stevenson Hall 
11am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Listen at FM93.5 The Burg.com 
4pm ODCS: Tuba Skinny / Sanctuary 
5:30pm WPC Youth Group / Rm 227 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 
1pm Caregiver Support Grp / Rm 222 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
10am Disciple Bible Study / Rm 220 
1pm Staff Meeting / Zoom 
5:30pm Resources Ministry Meeting / Rm L010 
6:30pm UKirk Dinner & Dialogue / Stevenson Hall and Kitchen 
7pm AA Williamsburg Big Book Study / LL009 and LL049 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
10:30am WPC Library Committee / Church Library 
1pm Short Course: The Path Ahead / Stevenson Hall 
6pm Joyful Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm 
6:30pm Facilities Ministry Meeting / Stevenson Hall 
7pm Administration Ministry Meeting / Rm 220 
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Rm 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 
9am Sanctuary Cleaning 
4:30pm Carol Choir and Junior Choir Rehearsal / Children’s Choir Rm 
6pm Williamsburg Baroque / Sanctuary 
7:00pm Session / Rm 220 
7:30pm Westminster Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm Lower Level 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 

 William & Mary Homecoming 

 

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP  

DEDICATION SUNDAY • OCTOBER 25 2026 
Pastor John E. Morgan’s sermon, “Greater Love,” is based on John 15:12-17. 


