
 

 

(Continues on the next page.) 

*Please rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type. 

  Our sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. Look for the blue sticker on the pews. 

PRAYER FOR PREPARATION 

Loving God, you not only welcome us, you receive us into yourself. Give us courage to be so 

open to others, to let them become so dear to us, that we might share not only your gospel but 

also our lives, through Christ, who makes room for us all. Amen. 

The gathering 

Preparing to hear the word 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH (9:30) Fritz Ober 

 (11:00) Josh Bechtler and Rhodes Walton 
 

PRELUDE Shenandoah arr. Hopson 

 Westminster Ringers 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

Leader: Jesus calls us to a greater love, a love that reaches beyond ourselves and makes room 
for others. 

All: Teach us, O Christ, to love as you have loved us. 
Leader: We are called to lay down our pride, surrender our selfishness, and open our hearts to 

our neighbors. 
All: Help us to listen with compassion, serve with humility, and welcome one another 

with grace. 

Greater Love 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

— John 15:13 
 



 

Leader: We are called to offer not only our words, but our time, our gifts, and our lives in service 
to God's world. 

All: Make us generous in spirit, courageous in faith, and joyful in giving. 
Leader: Come, let us live the revolutionary way of Jesus: loving radically, serving boldly, and 

living courageously. 
All: By the power of your Spirit, make us a community of greater love, that our lives 
 may bear witness to your grace. 
 



 

 

*HYMN 761 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service BEECHER 
 



 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: Let us speak the truth about ourselves to our neighbors and to God, acknowledging what 
we have done and what we have left undone. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Lord, we confess: we do not live as those worthy to be entrusted with the good news of 
your grace; we relate to others callously as though we do not trust that gospel ourselves; 
we seek to please and manipulate, using flattery to gain praise and distinction; we use 
condescension as a mask to cover insecurity or a need for power. Our motives are mixed, 
impure. Lord, reassure and cleanse us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

*A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

*KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy Schubert 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: Beloved ones, believe again the gospel, that in Christ we are accepted as we are.  
Believe that we are the church, the body of Christ, called to love one another as gentle 
children of God. 

 



 

 

*GLORIA Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION The Plum Family 

I wonder, what does God’s love feel like to you? 

THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) (9:30) Fritz Ober 

 (11:00) Josh Bechtler and Rhodes Walton 

Come, Holy Spirit, in the Word of God, as the breath of life, amidst your people gathered here, into 
our hearts and minds.  Stir us to know the happiness of life in your blessings. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  I Thessalonians 2:1-8 (9:30) Fritz Ober 

 (11:00) Josh Bechtler and Rhodes Walton 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 



 

PSALM 1:1-6 NRSV (unison) (9:30) Fritz Ober 

 (11:00) Josh Bechtler and Rhodes Walton 

Happy are those 
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked 
or take the path that sinners tread 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers, 
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees 
    planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous, 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  John 15:12-17 

This is the Word of God for the people of God! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON “Greater Love” Rev. John E. Morgan 



 

 
Responding to the word 

*HYMN 716 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING 
 



 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM THE BOOK OF ORDER F-1.01 (unison) 

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the 
Church.  In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of 
creation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering 
to all people the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in 
Christ. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to WPC. May our 
offerings continue to help us be the light for our neighbors and our siblings 
in Christ all over the world. Offering envelopes can be found inside the 
friendship register book. We invite you to make your offering or pledge 
payment in one of the following ways: 

• Place your offering into the plates as you exit the sanctuary 
• Visit mywpc.org/offering or scan the QR code at the right to give online 
• Mail your offering to the church office at 215 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 

 

LITANY OF STEWARDSHIP 

Leader: Now there are various gifts, but the same Spirit. 
All: With grateful hearts, we dedicate, not only these intentions of giving, but the gifts 

of ourselves, acknowledging that all that we are and all that we have are gifts 
from God. 

Leader: There are varieties of service, but the same Lord. 
All: Stirred by the Spirit, we dedicate ourselves to the work of Christ’s church in this 

place, recognizing and honoring among us the array of services necessary to 
meet a hurting and needy world. 

Leader: There are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 

All: With renewed conviction, we commit to seek out and be receptive to new and 
fresh opportunities to make known God’s message of reconciliation in this 
community and beyond. 

 May God’s Spirit work within us and among us to strengthen our bonds with one 
another, as we endeavor to serve the Lord with gratitude and enthusiasm. 

 

http://www.mywpc.org/offering


 

 
At this time you are invited to come forward and place your pledge card in 

the basket as an act of worship and dedication. If you pledged online or already 
turned in your card, you may still come forward and touch the basket as your dedication. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Rock of Ages arr. Klayton Hoefler  

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure; 
Save from death and make me pure. 
 

Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
These for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 
 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes shall close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 

 



 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Going out to be the church 

*INVITATION AND THE LORD’S DAY GREETING 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  If you are joining us online, 
please remember to ‘sign’ our online friendship register: 
• Click on the Welcome to WPC! Click here to sign the Friendship Register 

banner at the top of the website page 
• Visit mywpc.org/friendship or scan the QR code at the right to access the 

online friendship register. 
 

https://mywpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/37092a02-354d-41a9-a4ca-365e75ad4a20/?nav=p-1456734&clickpath=&wildcard=/


 

 

*HYMN 643 Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

 



 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Praise to the Lord, The Almighty! Arr. McChesney 

 Westminster Ringers and Alumni 

The service of worship concludes after the postlude. The music can be enjoyed or used as an 
opportunity for prayer. You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so quietly and 
without disturbing those who choose to stay. 

 

 TODAY’S MUSIC NOTE  

The rock in “Rock of Ages” is a metaphor for God’s protection and providence. There are more than 
twenty Biblical passages (and a few other hymns) that use this central image, and God’s hiding of 

Moses in a cleft rock seems to be a clear inspiration for the first two lines.  

There are many stories about the origin of this hymn. One of the most popular involves its author, 
Augustus M. Toplady, finding shelter in a large cleft rock during a thunderstorm. Another involves 
him scribing the words on the back of a playing card. Those stories are entertaining, but not reliable. 
One verifiable item is that the oldest copy of the full text was printed in 1776, following an article that 
compared the national debt of England to our sins and pointing out that we can never repay either 

balance. 

Our prelude originated as a folk song in the 19th century. While it enjoys a special place in the 
hearts of Virginians, its roots are traced to fur traders along the Missouri River. This morning’s 
postlude is a rhythmic setting of a beloved hymn, performed here by current and alumni 
Westminster Ringers. Special thanks to Williamsburg United Methodist Church for loaning extra 
instruments. 

 

 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS  

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of David Irwin Kale. For decades, 
his father, Wilford Kale, reserved this last Sunday in October on the church flower calendar in 

remembrance of his son and loved ones. Today, we continue that cherished tradition. 
Given in loving memory of David, Wilford, and their loved ones 

by Kelly, Anne-Evan, Walker, and Carter Kale. 



 

 
 THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY  

PASTOR 
Rev. John E. Morgan, Pastor and Head of Staff 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Chris Bechtler, Director of Music 
Norman Elton, Organist and Assistant Director of Music 

Westminster Ringers and Westminster Ringers Alumni directed by Norman Elton 

Alumni: Laura Wrubel ’97, Adrienne Griffin ’97, Rebecca Elton ’05, Laura Hild ’09 and ’20, 
Jeb Cooke ’14, Sarah Partridge ’14, Jessie Cooke ’17, Carolyn Koerner ’23, Eleanor Grant ’25, 
Katrina Cabral ’26, Anna Gillespie ’26, and Katie Railsback ’26 
WPC Chancel Choir 
 

LITURGIST 
9:30am  Fritz Ober 
11:00am Josh Bechtler and Rhodes Walton 
 

WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION 
The Plum Family 

 

GREETERS 
9:30am  Bill Riffer 
11:00am Skip Perry, Rebecca Caprio  
 

USHERS 
9:30am Ruth Cobb, Kathy Chambers, David Littell, Rebecca Caprio  
11:00am Gene D’Orsogna, Ellen D’Orsogna, Mike Hawley, Ric Cheston  
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOST 
Karol Sibley, Julia Smith, Jack Snell 
 

*WILLIAMSBURG LANDING USHERS 
Bill and Janice McGuire, William McGuire 
 

*WINDSOR MEADE USHER 
Ray Whitney and Peter Moriarty 
 

AUDIO AND VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
Matt Slack, Charlie Vance, John Schoenberger 

*Satellite campuses 



 

 WPC’S PURPOSE STATEMENT  

Joyfully led by the Spirit,  
We are revolutionary in our hope and love.  

Welcoming all, we nurture and equip people to  
Serve God and care for our community in the way of Jesus.  

 CHILDREN’S STATEMENT  

Children are welcome at WPC! We have Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am and a nursery 
for children ages 3 and below during both services. We also have children’s worship bags and 
sensory objects available to be borrowed while in the building. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance in locating anything. 
  

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The Church, to 
God, and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at home in this 
house of worship. Parents, feel free to sit near the front where children can see, explain the parts 
of the service to them, and invite them to learn by watching and copying. And relax, God put the 
wiggle in children, so don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 

 YOUTH STATEMENT  

All youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to join us every Sunday evening for WPC Youth Group! 
We meet from 5:30-7:00pm and enjoy dinner, singing, and a variety of activities from Bible study 
to Gaga Ball. 
  

High schoolers in 9th-12th grade are invited to join a midweek Bible study held on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:00pm. Please reach out to Melody Dillon with any questions. 

 FAMILY STATEMENT  

Every 1st Sunday is WPC Family Sunday! During Sunday School, families are invited to gather 
upstairs in Room 227 for coffee, breakfast treats, and informal conversation and community 
building. Then, during the 11:00am service, all kids in preschool-5th grade are invited to sit 
together and help lead the congregation in Embodying the Psalm. The next WPC Family Sunday of 
November 1. 

 ADULT STATEMENT  

Check out the topics that WPC Adults are exploring this Fall!  There are welcoming 
opportunities to learn, grow, and connect almost every day of the week.  Find out more by picking 
up one of the ‘Explore by Topics’ booklets in the Welcome Center, back vestibule, or in the 
Stevenson Hall desk.  There is also information at mywpc.org/adults. 



 

 
 WORSHIP WEEKLY WONDERING QUESTION  

In our effort to be an intentional and intergenerational church, we implemented a new weekly 
worship practice called “Weekly Wondering Question.” During this time, you are encouraged to 
apply your own meaning to a faith concept from the sermon. You are invited to engage with the 
Weekly Wondering Question by either wondering silently to yourself, or by turning to your 
neighbor and having a quiet discussion. 
 

We hope this new practice will help all ages to think differently about their faith and engage in non
-judgmental curiosity. There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to these questions, so feel free to use 
your imagination! It is our prayer that this practice will help us live out our WPC purpose 
statement to be joyful, revolutionary, and welcoming as we seek to follow the way of Jesus. 

 T-LOOP ENABLED  

Did you know you can receive amplified sound in the Sanctuary with a t-loop enabled 
hearing aid? The "loop" signal is strongest in certain pews along the center aisle. Look 
for the symbol pictured here. 

 SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS  

• In need of one-on-one prayer? Please look for a Stephen Minister in the Fellowship Hall 
or the church foyer after the morning services. They will find a private place to talk and pray 
with you. Just look for the blue Stephen Ministry name tags. For more information or questions, 

contact Becky McKinley* 

• The monthly grief group meets the first Wednesday of the month, at 10am in room 227 on 
the second level. During this meeting we check in with one another and occasionally watch 
videos about a specific grief topic. All are welcome to attend. For more information or 

questions, contact Pastor Pam, phrncir@mywpc.org 

• The Caregivers Support Group weekly meetings are held on Monday at 1pm in room 222 on 
the second level. For more information or questions, contact Rita Cooper* 



 

 PRAYER CONCERNS, JOYS, & TOUCH NOTES  

To share a joy or concern, please visit www.mywpc.org, select “Get Care” on the menu bar, then 
“Prayer Request” from the drop-down menu. Complete the form and click “Send Request” on the 
bottom of the form. Per your instructions, your request will be shared with our pastors, added to 
the prayer chain, or included in the worship bulletin. 
 

If the internet is not available to you, please call the church office (757) 229-4235 with your 
request. The Prayer Chain Coordinator is Jo Ann Youhas.* 
 

If you are in need of a pastor after hours or on the weekend with an emergency request, 
please contact the Pastor-on-Call listed for this week.  During the week, please call the 
church office. 

Pastor-on-Call 

Pastor Pam Hrncir • phrncir@mywpc.org • 757-508-4668 

The WPC Family extends its deepest Christian sympathy and prayers to: 
• Linda and Tom Pratt, on the death of their granddaughter, Kate Heavner, who died on Saturday, 

October 17, 2026. 

Upcoming Memorial Services for WPC Members and Friends: 
• Dorothy Geyer’s mother, Lillian Geyer, who went to be with Our Lord and Savior on Monday, 

August 24 2026. A memorial service is planned for 11am, Saturday, November 7, 2026, in 
our sanctuary followed by a reception. 

 

Please pray for the families who have lost loved ones: 
• The family of John Lowden 
• The family of Lillian Geyer, mother of Dorothy Geyer 
 

Please continue to pray for: 
• Mary Jo Siclari, Bob Gustafson, who is now home at Brookdale, Barbara Coughlan 
• Gail Jamerson and Edward Woodley, wife and brother-in-law of our sexton, Hugh Jamerson 
• Barb Timko’s brother for his strength during chemo and radiation treatment. 
 

Please pray for those recovering from various surgeries; who are homebound; who have family 
and friend concerns; affected by fires and natural disasters; serving in the military services and 
their families; serving our country in leadership roles; experiencing homelessness and hunger; 
affected by the wars in Iran, Gaza, Israel, Sudan, and Ukraine. 

http://www.mywpc.org


 

 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*Contact information can be found in our online directory. 

You may also contact the church office at 757-229-4235. 
More information about the events and announcements listed above 

can be found on our website at mywpc.org/news or on the church calendar. 

• Pastor Pam Hrncir is away on continuing ed through Tuesday, October 27, 2026. 

• TODAY Sunday, October 25, 2026, is Trunk or Treat from 4:30-6:30pm in the back parking 
lots! Everyone is invited to come out that night for Trunk or Treating, pumpkin decorating, face 
painting, glitter tattoos, popcorn, hot dogs, hot cocoa, and a giant inflatable obstacle course! 
Please be aware that both parking lots will be open for Sunday morning services, but you 
MUST move your car immediately following the 11am service. The parking lot will be cleared 
shortly after noon in order to set up for the Trunk or Treat activities. There will be Trunk or Treat 
volunteer/attendee parking available from 4:00-6:30 at First Baptist Church across the street. 

Thank you for your flexibility! 

• The WPC Book Club will meet on Monday, October 26, at 2 pm in Room 220 (and on Zoom) 
to discuss The Correspondent, by Virginia Evans. 

• New Member Luncheon—November 1. Join us immediately following the 11:00am worship 
service in Stevenson Hall for a relaxed and joyful luncheon. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know others, meet the pastors and church leaders, and discover the many ways you can 

connect with our community to worship, grow in our faith, and serve our community. 

• All 6th-12th graders are invited to join on November 6th for a high-energy late-night party 
called Midnight Madness! There will be food, games, and a service project field trip. Youth are 
invited to wear comfy clothes (we will be leaving the church) and be ready a late night of mirth, 
merriment, and meaning. This event begins at 6pm and ends promptly at midnight. Please email 

Melody Dillon with questions or to RSVP. 

• Office Hours with Rev. Dr. Melissa (Lissa) Sumner Long: We are pleased to welcome Rev. Dr. 
Long, General Presbyter for the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia (PEVA), to WPC on Wednesday, 
November 18, from 9 a.m. to noon. Everyone is welcome to stop by for conversation, connection, 
and fellowship. Office hours with Rev. Long will be held in the Older Adult Resource Room 
(Room 123), across from the nursery. We hope you’ll take a few moments to stop by and 

connect with Lissa! 

• Rise Against Hunger – Sign Up Today! Join us for WPC’s annual meal-packaging event on 
Saturday, November 21, in Stevenson Hall. Help us to package 50,000 meals to bring our 
lifetime total to 650,000! This intergenerational event is a WPC favorite. Sign up for a two-hour shift 

at mywpc.org/rah. Questions? Contact Ric Cheston*. 



 

• WPC Prayer Chain: Looking for a simple way to become more involved in the life of our church? 
Consider joining the WPC Prayer Chain. Each week, you will receive an email with the names of 
people who need prayer. Simply pray for them as often and for as long as the Lord directs. It’s that 

easy! Prayer requests and names are confidential and are to be shared only with God. 

To join this important ministry or if you have questions, email Jo Ann Youhas* with your name, 

phone number, and email address. We welcome you to this meaningful ministry of prayer! 

• Save the Date: Planning has begun for the 9th Annual HART Multifaith Thanksgiving Service. Join 
us for this Williamsburg community tradition, held at Walsingham Academy, Sunday, November 
22, 7pm. HART, the Historic Area Religions Together, brings together people of all faiths and 

backgrounds to celebrate and give thanks. 

 
 

Dining Together: More Ways to Connect! 

All-Church Potluck Dinner | Saturday, November 7 | 5:30pm 

Dining Together is taking on a new look this year! For more than a decade, this WPC tradition has 
brought people together around the table to share meals, build friendships, and strengthen 

connections. Now we're expanding the invitation to bring more of our church family together. 

Join us on Saturday, November 7 beginning at 5:30pm, for an all-church potluck dinner as we 
kick off a new chapter of Dining Together! We'll share a meal, enjoy some fun activities, and have 

opportunities to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

Interested in small-group dining? When you sign up for the potluck, you can also indicate your 
interest in joining a smaller dining group. We'll organize groups of 6–8 people who will sit together 
at the potluck to get acquainted. From there, each group will make its own plans for gatherings 
throughout the year—whether in homes, restaurants, or wherever the group chooses! Can’t make 
it on November 7? Use the sign-up form to add your name to the small-group list and indicate you 

cannot attend on the 7th. 

We're also looking forward to more opportunities for the whole WPC family to gather around the 
table throughout the year. Sign up at mywpc.org/diningtogether or on the paper sign-up form in 
the Welcome Lobby. Come hungry, bring a dish to share, and join this new chapter of Dining 

Together! 

https://mywpc.org/diningtogether


 

 

 THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE OF EVENTS   

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 
9:30am Nursery open during both worship services 
9:30am Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults / CE Wing and Lower Level 
9:30am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Live-Stream Worship; visit mywpc.org to access 
10:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour / Stevenson Hall 
11am In-person Worship / Sanctuary • Listen at FM93.5 The Burg.com 
4:30pm Trunk or Treat Fall Festival / Back Parking Lots 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 
1pm Caregiver Support Grp / Rm 222 
2pm WPC Book Club / Rm 220 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
10am Disciple Bible Study / Rm 220 
10am PEVA Mtg at First Presbyterian Church, VAB 
6:30pm UKirk Dinner & Dialogue / Stevenson Hall and Kitchen 
7pm AA Williamsburg Big Book Study / LL009 and LL049 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 
7:30am Men's Bible & Bacon Study / Stevenson Hall 
9:30am Presbyterian Women's Coordinating Team Mtg / Rm 220 
1:30pm Fundraising Team / Stevenson Hall 
5p Nominating Committee / Rm 220 
6pm Joyful Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm 
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Rm 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 
9am Sanctuary Cleaning 
4:30pm Carol Choir and Junior Choir Rehearsal / Children’s Choir Rm 
6pm ARC W&M Literacy Program / Stevenson Hall 
7:30pm Westminster Ringers Rehearsal / Bell Rm Lower Level 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 
 

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP   
NOVEMBER 1, 2026 

23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST • COMMUNION SUNDAY • CELEBRATING ALL SAINT’S 
Pastor John E. Morgan’s sermon, “Great Multitude of Nations,” is based on Revelation 7:9-17. 


