
 Epiphany Sunday 
January 4, 2026 --  9:30 a.m . 



 

We Keep Seeking 
GATHERING  M USIC                                                                          Marilyn Arland  

 
WELCOME                                                      Carrie Veal 

The Lord be with you.                                         
And also with you. 

 
CALL TO  WORSHIP                                                           Carrie Veal 

Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believersᶏ  
Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepersᶏ  
Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakersᶏ  

Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this space. 
God is here. 

 
ÏO NCE  IN  ROYAL D AVIDΩS CITY                                                                            IRBY 

 
D EACON  RECOGNITION                                                        Sue Hill 

 
CHILDRENΩS TIME                                                                Annie Bray 

All children are invited to come forward. Following Childrenᶂs Time, 
All children who are returning to the Childrenᶂs Wing are invited to room #102. 

 

Words and Music by Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander | Henry John Gauntlett | Public Domain 



WE THREE  KINGS                                 KINGS OF ORIENT 

 

 

ÏGOSPEL READING                                     Josh McDonald 

M ATTHEW  2:1-12 

 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ᶅWhere is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.ᶆ 3 When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, 
ᶅIn Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ᶁAnd you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.ᶂ ᶆ 7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem,       
saying, ᶅGo and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.ᶆ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they o ered him gifts of gold,   
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 
 

John Henry Hopkins Jr. | Public Domain 



ÏWE THREE  KINGS                            KINGS OF ORIENT 

 

 

PROCLAMATION                                                        Carrie Veal 
STARS AND  WORDS  AND  JOURNEYS OH M Y! 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE  PEOPLE 
God of today, tomorrow, and yesterday, like the Magi, we are seeking you. Like the Magi, we are 
bringing ourselves closer to you, step by step, and word by word. So today we ask that you would 
make yourself known to us. Reach into our spirits and give us a boost of con dence that love is real 
and we are not alone. We know weᶂre asking a lot for a group that brings very little. We donᶂt have 
gold or frankincense or myrrh. We havenᶂt spent the last several days traveling here by camel. Weᶂre 
no Magi, but weᶂre yours. Instead, we bring ourselves to this worship service in hopes of catching a 
glimpse of you. And we bring with us the concerns of our church and community. As you hold the 
concerns of our community, we look for the ways you guide us forward.  
 
We pray that you would speak to us through these star words that we are about to        
receive, just as you have spoken to your people before. Let these words be an invitation 
and challenge for the year ahead; let them be light in the sky that guides us home. Holy 
God, you were the God of yesterday, and we know youlel be the God of tomorrow, for 
you have loved us from generation to generation. So with grateful hearts, we pray        
together the words your son taught us to pray, saying: 

 



Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
 
 

INVITATION  TO  CHRISTIAN  D ISCIPLESHIP 
You are invited to dedicate your life to Christ, join our faith community, or answer a call from God to 

do ministry in this world by coming forward and share this decision with a pastor.  

 
 

ÏAS WITH  GLADNESS  M EN  OF O LD                                                                DIX 

 

 

THE  M ORNING  O FFERING         

Please drop your connection card and o ering in the plate as it is passed.  If you would like to 
donate online, please go to secondb.org/give or Venmo @secondbaptistlbk. 

 

     ÏOFFERTORY PRAYER                                                             Becky Corley 
 

       OFFERTORY                                                                                               Marilyn Arland  

 

Words and Music by Conrad Kocher | William Chatterton Dix | Public Domain 


