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Rich and Valerie Schoenert both
grew up in northeast New Jersey. ¥#¢
Valerie came to faith in Christ at
the age of 5 as a result of a Bible
club, while Rich was converted
during a Billy Graham Crusade

in NYC. Although they attended the same high school, they
did not know each other. Both attended Northeastern Bible
College where they met.

Initially, due to his love for sports, Rich planned on attending
Northeastern for a year to get some Bible background,

then study physical education elsewhere and become a
coach. But several things happened during his freshman
year to change the direction of his life: a knee injury during
a basketball game required surgery, and he began preaching
weekly to 400 inmates at a county prison. Rich said, “God
took away what for me was an idol, my love for sports, and
replaced it with a desire to serve others.” Rich describes this
as the time God called him into ministry. So he continued to
attend the Christian college.

They got married at the end of Rich’s junior year. After
graduation and a move to Massachusetts, Rich attended
Gordon-Conwell Seminary, while Valerie worked in a bank.
Following graduation, he pastored in Saline, Ml, before being
called to serve North Shore Community Baptist Church, the
church he previously served as a part time youth pastor
during his seminary years. “Here | was 32 years old and the
pastor for many of my seminary professors who attended
the church. Yikes!”

After serving North Shore for 12 years, one September
day in 1987, Rich received a letter from the chair of the
search committee at Calvary Church asking if he might be
interested in becoming senior pastor. He wasn’t. But the
committee chair, Neil Whitehouse, persisted. On Easter
Sunday, 1988, Rich began serving as our Senior Pastor. The
following year, he completed doctoral studies at Gordon-
Conwell.




Pastor Ralph will be having hernia surgery on February 14.
He will return home that afternoon. However, he has been
advised that it will take a few days for him to get back on his
feet. If you need pastoral care or assistance during that time
period (2/14-18), please contact Pastor Ben or Pastor Mike.

Rich explained, “We have many
wonderful memories of our 24 years
serving at Calvary Church. During
construction of the Worship Center,
staff offices were in rented space

in Little Canada. We purchased and
tore down a number of houses to
expand our parking. At one point, we
had five Sunday services in either the
Activity Center or Worship Center.
People parked a mile away at North
Star Bank and took our shuttle bus.
When we became multisite, we faced
the challenge of figuring out how

two churches could become one. We
learned through a lot of missteps. But
| especially treasure relationships with
staff, board members, and others.”

Over the years, Valerie served in the
choir and as the leader of the greeters
ministry at Roseville. She later enjoyed
caring for children while their moms
were attending MOPS at White Bear.

Together, they continue to enjoy
watching sports, riding their recumbent
trikes, and time with their 3 adult
children (Rich, Tim, and Rachel) and 9
grandchildren, who range in age from
14 to 30.

In 2012, Rich felt that the church’s
future necessitated younger leadership,
so he “retired.” Rich stated, “It’s always
helpful to retire ‘to’ something because
God wants to continue to use us.”

Rich has now helped six churches in
transition as an Intentional Interim
Pastor with VitalChurch Ministry,
including North Shore in MA. Most
recently, he served City Church, a
Wooddale plant in SW Minneapolis.
Rich explained that if an interim pastor
preaches on Sundays, an intentional
interim pastor does everything that

a senior pastor would do: preach,
oversee the staff, coach the leadership
board and the pastoral search, address
issues identified by a churchwide
assessment, such as conflict,
governance issues, becoming more
outwardly focused, clarifying vision,
and strengthening assimilation and
discipleship.



