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Freedom  |  Courtenay Raffalovich 

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026  |  10:30 AM 
 

Welcome to Worship at First Baptist Church 
 

We extend a special greeting to our guests.  
We hope you find today’s worship meaningful.  

If this is your first time visiting with us, 
we invite you to pick up a free welcome gift  

from one of our deacons. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude   Zach Busch 
  "Andante religioso" from Organ Sonata No. 4, Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Gathering Words  Amanda Huff 
 

†Opening Song   Congregation 
  Woke Up This Morning, Chalice (Red) Hymnal #623 
 

Welcome   Rev. Tim Schaefer 
 

   †Call to Worship & Invocation Amanda Huff & Congregation 
Rev. Tim Schaefer 
 

 One: We come to the One who calls us into freedom. 
 Many: We come to seek God with open hands and hearts. 
 

 One: Scripture tells us, “For freedom Christ has set us free.” 
 Many: Not freedom to harm or to dominate, 
  but freedom to love and serve one another. 
 

 One: When fear tells us to build walls, 
 Many: God invites us to build longer tables. 
 

 One: When power tells us there is only one faithful voice, 
 Many: God teaches us to listen for the sacred in many voices. 
 

 One: Let us pray: 
 Many: God of liberation, 
  you call us from fear into freedom, 
  from division into love. 
 

   Help us to see your image in one another. 
  Teach us to use our freedom not for ourselves alone, 
  but for the flourishing of every neighbor. 
  Open our hearts to your Spirit, 
  and make us a people who embody your love, 
  your justice, and your peace. Amen.  
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WORD 
 
†The Word in Music  Congregation 
  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love, 
  The New Century (Black) Hymnal #498 
 
 First Reading   Galatians 5:1, 13-15 Janet Reinke 
 

  †Acclamation   Congregation 
  We Shall Overcome, v. 5 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 10:29b Rev. Tim Schaefer 

 
   Sermon  “Freedom” Rev. Dr. Quintin Robertson 

    
   †Response to the Word      Congregation 
  Oh Freedom, see page 6. 
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COMMUNITY 
 

†Invitation to the Table Amanda Huff & Congregation 
  Adapted from “enfleshed” 
  
 One: The Holy One be with you 
 Many: And also with you 
  
 One: Open your hearts to the One who is Love 
 Many: We open our hearts to you, O God 
 
 One: Let us give thanks to God who shapes our world 
 Many: For every creature and creation, we give you thanks, O God! 
 

†Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Tim Schaefer & Congregation 
Adapted from “enfleshed” 
 
  God of abundance, 
  we give you thanks for the grace we experience at your table. 
  For forgiveness. For connection. For sustenance. 
  For a renewed vision of who we are as a people set free. 
  Keep us from returning to any yoke that binds us again. 
   
  Our gratitude abounds. Amen. 
   
Sharing the Meal  Congregation 
 

All are invited to take part in communion.  
Please come forward by the center aisle and return to your seat by either side aisle.  

If you are unable to come forward, you can be served at your seat.  
We use only gluten-free bread and grape juice for communion. 

 
Communion Song   
  How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies,  
  The New Century (Black) Hymnal #594 
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Doxology   Congregation 
  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
one God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
†Prayers of the People Amanda Huff & Congregation 
 

Share your joys & concerns with us! 
To view and submit prayers, scan the QR code  
or visit firstbaptistmadison.org/prayer 

  
 One:  We join together in echoing the words Jesus taught us to pray: 
 Many: Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name 

Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.  

  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
Sending Song   Congregation 
  This Is My Song, The New Century (Black) Hymnal #591 
  

    Benediction   Rev. Dr. Quintin Robertson 
 
Postlude   Zach Busch 
  "Allegretto" from Organ Sonata No. 4, Felix Mendelssohn 

 
 
 
 

http://firstbaptistmadison.org/prayer
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THE REV. DR. QUINTIN L. ROBERTSON (known as Pastor Q to 
his congregants and Dr. Q to his students) has served in the 
academy and church for over thirty years in the Atlanta and 
Philadelphia metropolitan areas. Dr. Robertson serves as the 
Regional Executive Minister of the Philadelphia Baptist 
Association after having served for 12 years in interim 
pastoral ministry. He served four American Baptist 
congregations in the Philadelphia Baptist Association and 
served as a supply minister to three congregations in the 
Baptist (ABCUSA), Lutheran (ELCA), and Congregational (UCC) 

traditions. He is an Associate Minister at the Monumental Baptist Church and serves on the 
faculty at United Lutheran Seminary directing the Urban Theological Institute and Black 
Church Studies.  
 
His ministry is ecumenical and intercultural, having served diverse congregations with 
members from Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, and South America. He has preached 
and lectured at many churches across denominational lines in North America and Asia 
and has preached and lectured at more than thirty colleges, universities, and seminaries. 
He has facilitated workshops and classes on Leadership, Preaching, Church History and 
Theology. During his time in Atlanta, he led a weekly Bible Study with students at 
Morehouse College, Spelman College, and Clark Atlanta University.  
 
Dr. Robertson is a native of Newark, NJ where he was raised at Greater Harvest Baptist 
Church. He earned his DMIN degree and MDIV degree from the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, his MBA degree from Clark Atlanta University and his BBA degree 
from Howard University. He is a life member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity and has 
been inducted into the Martin Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers at Morehouse College. 
 
Since the beginning of his ministry, he has been a mentor to many and has found himself 
providing safe space for many students, ministers, and laity as they seek advice and 
counseling. He exemplifies through his ministry that “every day is a new beginning,” and 
that God’s “grace is sufficient.” 
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Did you find something in this service particularly meaningful? 
Let us know about it by emailing the church office or filling out a feedback card  

in the Gathering Space and dropping it in one of the black offering boxes. 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MADISON 
 

Our Mission 
The Mission of First Baptist Church is to follow Jesus by doing justice,  

loving people, and advocating for equity. 
    
 

Our Purpose 
The purpose of First Baptist Church of Madison is to invite all people, regardless of race, 

culture, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital status,  
to unite as full participants in this Christian fellowship. 

  
  

Our Shared Beliefs 
God loves all people unconditionally and seeks a personal relationship with every person. 

God offers forgiveness and hope to heal our lives and make us whole. 
Jesus shows us who God is and who we can become. 

God is present, speaking to us through prayer,  
our sacred scriptures, other people, and creation. 

   
 

Our Core Values 
  Inclusive Community  ⬧  Soul Freedom  ⬧  Spiritual Growth  ⬧  Mission   

Beyond these shared values and beliefs, a great diversity of personal faith, beliefs,  
and values is found and treasured within our community.  

We expect no conformity to any creed. 
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First Reading, Galatians 5:1, 13-15 – Janet Reinke 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 
 

5 1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom 

as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one 

another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 

that you are not consumed by one another. 
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