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SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026 N
10:30 AM

Welcome to worship! We’re so glad you’re here at First Baptist.
If this is your first time visiting us,we have a small gift for you!
One of our deacons will find you at the conclusion of the service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Words spoken by the assembly are printed in boldface. Hymns can be found numerically
in either the Red or Black hymnals.

Prelude Reflection on “Light of a Clear Blue Morning” by Dolly Parton

Welcome and Call to Worship

This is the day that God has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We come with bodies, minds, spirits, voices,
Praising the One who made us.



We welcome dancing, sitting, standing, and all bodily expressions of worship.
The One who made us unbinds us to freely live and express.

We celebrate diversity and welcome the stranger.
Let us learn from each other how to praise God.

Join in thanksgiving for the wonder of community and the gift of relationship.
Remember and rejoice! We are not alone.

Gathering Song Come and Find the Quiet Center
Red hymnal #575

Prayer of Invocation

Let us pray. Heavenly God,
you have made everything
suitable for its time.
You have put a sense
of past and future in our minds,
yet we cannot find out what you have done
from the beginning to the end.
In this chapter of transition for our church,
send your Holy Spirit
to move in and around us
to comfort us,
surprise us,
and guide us
in the path of love and discipleship.
We are yours,
and we stand in awe before you.
Amen.



Scripture

Word

Psalm 46

Spoken responsively by leader and assembly,
incorporating a sung refrain

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
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Though the earth shall change, though the moun-tains trem-ble,
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though the wa - ters  rage, you, God, are here.
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Though the na-tions war, though the peo - ples bat- tle,
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though the em - pire fal - ters, we will not fear.

Text: Rolf Vegdahl, b. 1955, and Tom Witt, b. 1957, based on Psalm 46

Music: WE WILL NOT FEAR, Tom Witt
Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress



There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved,;
God will help it when the morning dawns.

The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter;
God utters her voice; the earth melts.

The God of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

All sing:

Though the earth shall change, though the mountains tremble,
Though the waters rage, you, God, are here.

Though the nations war, though the peoples battle,

Though the empire falters, we will not fear.

Come, behold the works of the Lord;

see what desolations she has brought on the earth.
She makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
she breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
she burns the shields with fire.

All sing: Though the earth shall change...

“Be still, and know that | am God!

| am exalted among the nations; | am exalted in the earth.”
The God of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

All sing: Though the earth shall change...

Scripture Luke 13:18-19
[Jesus] said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what
should | compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air
made nests in its branches.”



Guest Speaker Introduction
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Sermon “Passion for the Impossibility

Response to the Word

Transition Team
Quinn Garcia

Sing a New World Into Being
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l.Sing a new world in-to  be-ing.__ Sound a bold and hope - ful theme.
2.58ing a new world in-to  be-ing__ where each gen - der, class, and race
3.8ing a new world in-to  be-ing___ where the home-less find a  home,
4. Sing a new world in-to  be-ing.__  Join the an-cient pro- phets' cry
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Find a tune for si- lent yearn-ings.  Lend your voice and dare to dream:
brings its rain-bow gifts and col-ors__ to God's lim - it - less em - brace;
where no chil-dren ev - er hung-er___  but are filled with God's sha - lom;
for a time of health and plen-ty _ when all tears have been wiped dry;
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dream a churchwhere all who wor-ship find their lives and loves be - long.
where the lines that once di - vi-ded form in - stead the ties that bind.
where all peo - ple work for just-ice, where all hate and ven geance cease.
when com - pas - sion flows like wa-ters, pour - ing balm for all who grieve.
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Sing a new world in-to Dbe-ing.__  Sing as Christ in-spires your song!
Sing a new world in -to be-ing:__  risk trans-form -ing hear and mind!
Sing a new world in - to be-ing:__ raise the har - mo-nies of peace.
Sing a new world in-to Dbe-ing__ live the prom-ise you be - lievel

Music by Brian Hehn
Text by Mary Louise Bringle



Passing of the Peace

Prayer Refrain
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The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them.

Hear our Prayer
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
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peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956
Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Prayers of the People

Share your joys & concerns with us!

We incorporate these into prayer each week.
To view and submit prayers, scan the QR code

or visit firsthaptistmadison.org/prayer.



http://firstbaptistmadison.org/prayer

...We join together in echoing the words Jesus taught us to pray:
Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name
Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Sending Song The Dove Will Fly on Mended Wing
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I.Re - 1i - gion, cul - ture, creed and  race, each hu - man
2.And take a - way a  new-found song, a  new-found
3A peo - ple stand, a peo - ple call; come gath - er
4. And chains will fall, the shack - les  break, the earth will
- \ | \ . —=
. I — . T o — o —H
= o
y —= ' ~
spir - it and each face we cel - e - brate, we dance and
voice to act on  wrongs. To trust, to heal, to help us__
here and wel - come all. Div - er - si - fy and cel - ¢ -
rise, and pow - ers  quake, just - ice  will  roll, and free - dom
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sing the  tal - ents here each one might  bring.
cope, to stand as one, re - new - ing hope.
brate that hope - less - ness is not  our fate.
sing, the dove will fly on mend - ed wing.
O WALY WALY

Trad. English
Text by Tim Readburn



Transition Update and Announcements

Benediction

Dismissal

Postlude

That which is already has been.
That which is to be already is. (Ecclesiastes 3:15)

God blesses our changing,

the Spirit joys in our becoming,

and the One who changed everything
walks with us and gives us peace.
Amen.

Go in peace, led by love.
Thanks be to God!

Recessional on “St. Anne” (Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past)

Arr. Gordon Young



N/
> Meet the Guest Speaker!

Leslie and | joined the community of First Baptist shortly after moving to Madison from
Fort Worth, TX, nearly five years ago. Once we acquired a more robust winter wardrobe,
we quickly settled into our new home. Ever since our first Sunday, we have enjoyed the
warm hospitality and passion for social justice that is so integral to First Baptist.

While in Texas | attended seminary at Brite Divinity School. Upon earning my Master of
Divinity Degree, | explored ways to connect my o
theological education to other areas of the
community. Over time this led me back to an
interest in health care and my current job as an
anesthesia technician at UWHealth. Just to clarify,
| am not a doctor, but | do support and work with
wonderful people who provide great care to
patients every day.

At First Baptist, | have recently joined the Board
of Outreach. | look forward to exploring our
connections to the Madison community and
beyond. If you have any questions or thoughts on
how we can expand these connections, especially
in ways that foster justice and equity in our
community, please be in touch.

In my free time | enjoy riding my bicycle around Madison’s many bike trails, swimming,
hiking, playing pickleball, running around on an Ultimate Frisbee team, and playing board
games. Leslie and | also love exploring all that Madison and Wisconsin has to offer with
the wonderful friends we have made since moving to the area.

Jncete thanks to Quinn
for p/zepam}? and JWL}? a /VL&JJ?L for us foda%./



changing and
becoming:

qu Jeason f04 é(/e/%f/u/?
Background about our worship theme

From worship planners Sara Kelm, Linda McCarroll Stamm, and Zach Busch

A collaborative effort has been underway to shape a worship rhythm that will carry us
through this season of transition following Pastor Tim Schaefer’s departure.

Sara and Linda, as part of the Transition Team, were tasked with securing and
coordinating guest speakers to provide sermons for worship during this time without
a pastor. Zach stepped into an expanded role in July to provide support, strategy, and
coverage around worship planning and worship administration during the transition
season.

As we gathered to plan, we imagined a worship season fashioned around Ecclesiastes
3:1-15, those beloved and poetic verses that ring so true. We wanted to find a thread
that could weave through and bind together a season that might otherwise feel very
off-kilter and disjointed. Though the first eight verses of this passage from Ecclesiastes
are the familiar ones, we were struck by what follows in verses 8-15. The passage is
rich with affirmation, yearning, challenge, and hope. We were delighted to discover
that Pastor Tim had separately selected these verses as the basis for his final sermon!
A Spirit-made connection.

We were also drawn to the Psalms since they are so expressive, emotional, and human.
So many Psalms offer comfort and voice grief in a profound way. We compiled a list of
Psalms or Psalm excerpts that seemed to fit into the thematic area of changing and
becoming. We distributed this list to guest speakers, asking the speakers to consider
all of these elements - theme, Psalms, Ecclesiastes - to bring a message that would be
authentically them but would connect to a common thread.
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Additionally, we decided that having certain elements of our usual worship liturgy
recur verbatim week-to-week would be a simple and practical way to find some
cohesion in this time. In some ways, this is a return to how some church worship “used
to be” - where things were often the same and meaning was found in that structure.
Think of it like comfort food: our Call to Worship, Invocation, Prayer Refrain, and
Benediction will remain the same through this whole season. The benefit of this is that
these words, phrases and melodies can sink in, meeting you each week exactly as you
are and speaking to you afresh each time.

It is the group’s hope that what we have planned can provide all of us with words and
ideas to lean on in this time of uncertainty for our church and in the wide world. We
would love to hear your feedback about what feels meaningful and what feels
challenging. Thank you for going on this journey with us!
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Again, we extend a specal welcome
to our guests and visitors.

There is always a place for you here!

Leading in Worship today

Our pastoral leadership is in transition at the
moment. If you have pastoral care concerns, you can
call the church office for assistance.

Preaching Quinn Garcia

Reader Sara Kelm

Music Zach Busch and FBC Choir L
Sound Todd Andrews

Livestream Morgen Loree

We are always seeking new volunteers to lead in worship! If you are curious and
interested in reading, serving communion, helping with audio for the service, or singing
in the choir, please talk with staff, deacons, or email the church office.

We seek to include the work of writers, composers, or artists in worship who are known
to be members of historically marginalized communities. Sometimes this status is
indicated by a ', but these markings are not exhaustive. This is an intention imperfect in
practice. We acknowledge that the work of equity and inclusion is never complete.

All hymn and song lyrics are reprinted by permission under the following licenses:
CCLI #544039 and Onelicense.net #737692-A

Today’s service has been livestreamed. Archived livestreams can be viewed on our
YouTube channel - youtube.com/@FBCMadison

FI RST Iirstliaptistmadison.org
608) 233-1880
EﬁBEgL office@firstbaptistmadison.org

OF MADISON
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