First Presbyterian Church
of Metuchen

Where God’s Love Welcomes All

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF METUCHEN
May 31, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.

Trinity Sunday

Out vision is to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

Livestreamed on our website and Facebook/FPC Metuchen

270 Woodbridge Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840 www.fpcweb.otg  (732) 491-2300



GATHERING
ENTRANCE OF CHRIST’S LIGHT

The Teti Family

Candles are lit to represent the presence of Christ, offering a moment to center ourselves to worship.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & TIDINGS

*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 117, adapted

Leader: Though the storm persists and winds howl,

All:  The steadfast love of the Lord endures.

Leader: Change and confusion rob sleep and peace;

All:  The steadfast love of the Lord endures.

Leader: We can say to the mountain be moved to the sea;

All:  We can say to the mulberry tree be planted in the sea.
Leader: We can find the way of peace beyond envy and strife;

All:  We can because the steadfast love of the Lord endures.

*HYMN 327 From All That Dwell Below the Skies

*OUR PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION - Unison
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

Teach us to breathe, to listen, to pray;

Teach us to trust what is right.

Let us see what is true.

Let us find what is beautiful.

Give us courage to trust mercy,

to step beyond complacency,

to be determined for justice.

God of mercy, accept our prayer. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Fred G. Garry

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Rev. Khayla J. Henry
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Lord, have mer - S - cy up -on us.
Written for Third Presbyterian Church, Rochester, NY by Peter DuBois
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God.

*Please tise in body or spitrit.



*GLORIA
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gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be. ~ World with-out end. A - men! A - men!
Written for Third Presbyterian Church, Rochester. NY by James Kealey
MOMENT FOR MISSION Russ Dickow, Sarah Teti
CHILDREN'’S TIME Nancy Leardi

Nursery care up to age 2 is available in Room 107. Children Pre-K to 5™ grade will exit to the GLOW Room.

THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 1 Samuel 15:20-23 (Old Testament page 259) Sarah Teti
This is the Word of the Lord . . . Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM 1 Bind Unto Myself Today Senior Choir Ralph Vaughan Williams

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 18:1-8 (NewTestament page 81)
This is the Word of the Lord . . . Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Desiring One Thing Makes You Better” Rev. Dr. Fred G. Garry
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD

SETTLING OF THE WORD

*HYMN 286 Breathe on Me, Breath of God TRENTHAM

*CONFESSION OF FAITH (from the Brief Statement) — Unison Rev. Khayla J. Henry

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,

sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers

in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit

who inspired the prophets and apostles

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,

claims us in the waters of baptism,

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world

the Spirit gives us courage

to pray without ceasing,



to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise God, in Jesus, fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you .

*RESPONSE HYMN 399 God Welcomes All (sing twice)

.. And also with you.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER - Unison

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
And let us not fall into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 1 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE HYMN 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us

POSTLUDE

*Please rise in body or spirit.

Rev. Khayla J. Henry

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Rev. Khayla J. Henry

THEMBA AMEN

NICAEA

ARGENTINA

The rose on the chancel rail is in celebration of IsIn Jane Tubach, born this past Sunday, May 24th,
the newest great-granddaughter of Ellen Van Horn.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given by Mary Kay Dangremond

in loving memory of her dad, Nels Dangremond.

Our greeter this morning is Nancy Regan, and the ushers are Wendy Kukowski,
Joan Kenyon, and Bill Volz.



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

1 Samuel 15:20-23

Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the
voice of the Lord. I have gone on the
mission on which the Lord sent me. I have
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But
from the spoil the people took sheep and
cattle, the best of the things devoted to
destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your
God in Gilgal.” And Samuel said, “Has the
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as in obedience to the voice of the
Lord? Surely, to obey is better than sacrifice
and to heed than the fat of rams. For
rebellion is no less a sin than divination,
and stubbornness is like iniquity and
idolatry. Because you have rejected the
word of the Lord, he has also rejected you
from being king.”

SCRIPTURE READER: This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told them a parable about their
need to pray always and not to lose
heart.

He said, “In a certain city there was a
judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. In that city there was
a widow who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
accuser.’ For a while he refused, but later
he said to himself, *‘Though I have no fear
of God and no respect for anyone, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, I
will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.” ”
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him
day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly
grant justice to them. And yet, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”

SCRIPTURE READER: This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS
327 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
. (Psalm 117)

b b | | I | | I E

L THHE

{es S I
e TR R
1 From all that dwell be-low the skies let the Cre - a-tor’s praise a-
2 In ev-ery land be-gin the song; to ev-ery land the strains be-
3 E - ter-nal are thy mer-cies, Lord; e - ter-naltruth at- tends thy

Fr—F ESss =SS e

— ] ! |
Harmony Unison
—f- | | | | | | !
[ s ’ 1 | al | (7] i I
ANIY [ 8 —Wﬁ £ —__’;
F 3= |\/| o 1 =
rise: Let the Re-deem-er’s
long;: Alde-lu - ial Alde - lu - ia! In cheer-ful sound all
word: Thy praise shall sound from
s e ~ 4 d—p
— 5o = =
Fba—— — GF = Bn
v = I i | — = 1 |
| T =" ! [ ]
| | | | |
12 | 1 1 |
T -
Jg T Pr i P
name be sung through ev - ery land, in ev-ery tongue.
voic - es  raise and  fill the world with joy - ful praise.
shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.
Ol AI‘_'%._#.__F F H
: ——] ! i — .i o
=t I 1 | : 1 | |
1 1 |

|
= =
Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - ial

~
TN
— = 2
[~ = = _i i — =
T r 7] !
Because Psalm 117 contains only two verses, Watts’s paraphrase had only two stanzas. Most later hymnals

have created or borrowed addifional stanzas, like the one included here, to enlarge the hymn. Perhaps the
best solution is found by adding Alleluias, as this tune invites.
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LASST UNS ERFREUEN
LM with alleluias
(this tune in a lower key, 10)

TEXT: Stanzas 1, 3, Isaac Watts, 1719; stanza 2, A Pocket Hymn Book, 1781
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, alt; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906



Breathe on Me, Breath of God 286
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1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life a - new,
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, wun -til my heart is pure,
3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am whol - ly thine,

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall 1 nev - er die,
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that I may love whatthou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.
un - til with thee 1 will one will, to do and to  en- dure
un - til this earth-ly part of me glows with thy fire  di - vine.
but live with thee the per-fect life of thine e - ter - ni - ty.
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In both Hebrew and Greek, the words for “spirit” can equally well be translated as “breath” or “wind,” so it
is very appropriate to address the Holy Spirit as the “Breath of God.” This tune by an English organist has
become the customary one in North American hymnals.

TEXT: Edwin Hatch, 1878 TRENTHAM
MUSIC: Robert Jackson, 1888 SM



God Welcomes All

399
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May the God of Hope Go with Us 765

Song of Hope / Canto de esperanza
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THE TRIUNE GOD

T Holy, Holy, Holy!

Lord God Almighty!
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2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! all the saints a - dore thee,
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4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might-y!
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Ear - ly in the morm - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass-y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful -ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All  thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
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Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4

knew as a reading appointed for Trinity
Trinitarian theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad.

:2-11, which its author, an Anglican bishop,

Sunday. The tune, written specifically for this text, reinforces the

TEXT: Reginald Heber, 1827, alt.;

Korean trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea;

MUSIC: John Bacchus Dykes, 1861; desc. David McKinley Williams, 1948
Korean Trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea

Music Desc. © 1948, ren. H. W. Gray Co., Inc. (a div. of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.)

Spanish trans. Juan B. Cabrera

NICAEA
11.12.12.10



THE TRIUNE GOD
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SPANISH KOREAN
1 jSanto! jSanto! jSanto! Sefior omnipotente, 1 ASAEAS AT F4
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OUR WEEKLY PRAYER LIST
To be added in the weekly Prayer List, individuals must give permission for their names to be included. CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE — 732-491-2300 to add a person to the prayer list. Persons requested to be on the prayer list will
remain for one month, unless requested to keep for a longer period.

*Susan Kozo

Jackson Alcantara (grandson of Lori Nielsen) PR e |
atricia Lagay

*Lynne Angley
John Bertelsen and family (Brother of Amy Bertelsen- Jetty Mailangkay (wife of Rev. Herby Moningka)
Robles) Dennis Maiuro (Colleen Walker’s brother-in-law)
*Fred Bergholz Elliot Miller (Larrie Servino’s brother)
Linda Burr (June Young’s sister) Joseph Neupauer (Marie Hoffsommer’s brother)
Pat Byrne (Sue Harmon’s brother-in-law) Alvin Newton (Virginia Shaw's brother)
Dorothy Canary (aunt of Sue Harmon) Virginia Newton (Virginia Shaw’s mother)
Luis Canton (Laurie Toth’s father) Diane Riddle
Sophie Culton (friend of the Reed family) Jeff Rubin (friend of June Keehbler)
*Mary Kay Dangremond *Dave Ryder
Darla Dimatteo Angela Sampoli (friend of Dawn Adam)
George Doerbecker (frien’d of Kristina Scoglio) Cara Moskal Scacco (niece of June Young)
Tank Frank, Jr. (Deb Teall’s partner) *orraine Sheaffer

Judy Fuller ) , *Susan Short
Eﬂl\z/algcri(jzilgMane Gale’s husband) *Deb Sorensen
*Doris Gulotta Katie Strittmatter (friend of Kozo-Mollison family)
*Joey Hale (Son of Matt and Laura Hale) Art Wegg . ) .
*Margaret Hathaway Bud-Wllson (friend of Niall Corbalis)

David Wong

*Noah Haulenbeek

Teresa Prete-Kaltenbach (friend of the Hajjar family) *Lynn Hendricks Wong

*Abby Kozo
*Brac},KeIIer Names highlighted in boldface were recently added
*Members of the church
PASTORAL CARE:

If you or a family member is in the hospital, please contact Dr. Rev. Fred Garry at (315) 771-3590 or Rev. Khayla
J. Henry at (843) 312-7288. Hospitals no longer contact clergy when a parishioner is admitted. We are more
than ready and glad to visit. Please contact us even if it is to pray for you. You can also call the church office
(732) 491-2300 during office hours.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY:

Jeremy B. — US Air Force, Stationed in Arkansas (Son of Andrene Pennix’s co-worker)

David Garry, Coast Guard Cutter Bear, Philadelphia, PA (Son of Fred & Kathy Garry)

MSgt. David Hansen, USAF (Son of Elaine Hansen)

MC1 Kevin Leitner, U.S. Navy, San Diego, CA (Sue Harmon'’s cousin)

Lt. Cmdr. Krista Marquard, U.S. Public Health Service, Chicago, IL (Bill & Susan Marquard’s daughter-in-law)
Lt. Col. Matthew McQueeney, USAF, Pilot and D.O., deployed (Son/Stepson of Amy & Pete Bellisano)
LT John Alexander Petr, U. S. Navy, San Diego, CA (Pennix Family friend)

Mark Robinson, 82" Airborne Division, deployed (son of Steve and Moggie Davis’s friend)

*CPT Bradley Shaver, U. S. Army — Ft. Carson, CO (Brother/Son of Greg and Julie Walton Shaver)

CPT Julia Harris Switzer, MD USAF (Granddaughter of Grace Hammesfahr)

Petty Officer 15t Class Mason Weingarten, Coast Guard (Bill & Susan Marquard’s grandnephew)



THIS WEEK

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday to Thursday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
And by appointment for other times

SUNDAY, MAY 31

Worship Service - Sanctuary and Virtual . ........ 9:30a.m.
After Worship Refreshments — Chapel .......... 10:30 a.m.
Cemetery Tour — Meetin Narthex . ............ 11:00 a.m.
Indonesian Worship Service - Sanctuary. .. ......... Noon
Gender Affirming Closet — Social Center . ........... Noon
MONDAY, JUNE 1

Horizon Bible Study — PW Lounge/Zoom ......... 6:00 p.m.
Habitat Meeting — Office ConferenceRm........ 7:00 p.m.
DBSA Support Group —Chapel ........... 7:30-9:00 p.m.
TUESDAY, JUNE 2

Deacons Meeting — Social Center .............. 7:30 p.m.
Support Group—Chapel ................ 7:00—9:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

Pastoral Bible Study—PWlounge............. 10:30 a.m.
Capital Campaign Forum-  ............ 7:30 p.m
THURSDAY, JUNE 4

Mission Commission—PW Lounge . ............. 7:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 5

Women’s AA Support Grp — Chapel ....... 7:30-8:30 p.m.

FULL CHURCH CALENDAR ONLINE:
Scan the QR code or visit our website
https://bit.ly/4emWby6

COMING SOON

June 7 Moment for Safety / Fire Drill
June 7 Church Picnic — Ballfield — After church
June 7 Mission Fest — Social Center — After church

Music Ministry Silent Auction — Social Center
— After church
Unicameral Board — Social Center — 7:30 pm
Men’s Breakfast — Dining Room — 7:30 pm
June 10 Habitat Parents’ Meeting — Social Center — 7:00 pm
June 11 Mission Commission — PW Lounge — 7:00 pm
June 14 Congregational Meeting — Sanctuary
— After worship
June 14 Community Dinner — Social Center — 5:00 pm
June 16 Social Justice — PW Lounge — 7:30 pm
June 20 Father’s Day Car Wash — Church Parking Lot
-9:00 am - Noon
June 29— July 3 VBC Bug Zone

June 7

June 9
June 10

TREASURER’S TWO CENTS
Offerings & Gifts Received May 24

Pledge S 5,697
Non-pledge S 185
Cash S 79
CWS Tools S 195
Other funds S 55

TOTAL: $ 6,211

OTHER RECEIPTS $290
(Parking and Bldg. Rental)

HERE ARE WAYS YOU CAN GIVE:

Cash or check in the plate are always welcome!
From our website fpcweb.org/give, click on

the Give Online button. This will redirect you to
the Vanco app to set up your donation.

Direct
Online

Thank you for your generous support!

CHURCH STAFF:

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff Rev. Dr. Fred G. Garry
Associate Pastor Rev. Khayla J. Henry

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Robert A. Beringer

Parish Associate Rev. Dr. Glory J. Thomas

Indonesian Pastoral Supply Rev. Leksmana Leonard
Director of Music Ministries Jordan Klotz

Minister of Music Emeritus Brenda Arnold Day
Director for Christian Education Nancy Leardi



“In Their Words”
A Cemetery Tour
TODAY, May 31

11:00 am
Rain date: June 14th)

Join Laura Draper for another walking tour of our
historic cemetery where you will hear more stories of
some of the remarkable people interred here. Grab
some coffee after worship and meet in the Narthex.

' "B We celebrate God’s word

today, May 31, as Bible
Sunday. We invite each
family to receive a new Bible
i which we pray will
encourage all to a lifelong
connection to Scripture.

LI'\:;'_.-. . = Bible Sunday is an invitation
to start—or renew—a meaningful journey in God’s Word
together.

If you know of the specific Bible you would like your
family to own, feel free to email Nancy Leardi -
Nleardi@fpcweb.org
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June 21°

” in the heavy lifting Father’s Day

Honor your loved ones this Father’s Day with a gift to
Church World Service (CWS) Tools program.

Your gift provides seeds, tools, and hope—empowering
families to grow their own food and build a sustainable
future. Give today and help cultivate a Harvest of Hope.
Your generosity makes this possible.

Those being honored will receive a card by mail in time
for Father’s Day. The donors’ names and the people they
are honoring and remembering will be in the Father’s Day
worship bulletin.

Forms are now available in the Narthex, church office
foyer, and from our website:
https: .org/resources/f

FORMS AND PAYMENT ARE DUE JUNE 8%

FUN

= ALL CHURCH PICNIC

R
FOOD. GAMES. MUSIC. FELLOWSHIP ™%

MUSIC MINISTRY
SILENT AUCTION

FUND RAISER

‘A,

MISSION FEST
LEARN ABOUT FPC’S
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Sunday, June 7,10:30 a.m.
SOCIAL CENTER & BALL FIELD

Please join us for our church picnic and more on Sunday,
June 7, immediately following worship. All are welcome,
and we hope everyone can attend for food, fellowship,
and fun. If you are able to help with setup or donate
food for the picnic, please contact Reynolds Shaw.

WA WA y
FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
Sunday, June 14 at 5:00 PM

Social Center Dining Room
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen

Join us in community and fellowship as we
_ feast on baked BBQ chicken, three bean
salad, potato salad, bread rolls, salad and a .
delicious homemade dessert.
We have a place at the table for you.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Contact us in the church office if you would
like to volunteer.

B




The Vision for our
Church Building

On Sunday, May 17, we held a presentation after
worship, updating the congregation as our
leadership discerns a vision for our church building.
This vision would require us to raise funds through
a capital campaign.

We've partnered with Horizons Stewardship to
assess our church's readiness to move forward and
raise funds for these critical needs. In the next few
days, members will receive a survey link from
Horizons.

Your confidential responses will only be viewed by
the staff at Horizons. We are requesting every
member household to complete the survey. If you
missed the May 17 forum, there will be one more
opportunity to hear our team's presentation on
Wednesday, June 3, at 7:30pm in the sanctuary or
via Zoom.
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J—HE Meeting of the

‘s> Congregation and Corporation
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen
Sunday, June 14, 2026
Immediately following Sunday morning
Worship Service

The purpose of the meeting is to:

e Receive the report of the All Church
Nominating Committee (ACNC) and to elect
Elders and Deacons

e Receive the annual program year narrative
reports
Recognize retiring Officers of the Church, and

e Act on any other business that may properly
come before such a meeting.
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FPC METUCHEN

CHOIR

&MUSIC
CAMP

August 10-14, 2026

Give your child a week of exceptional, and joyful
music-making program this summer. Choose from:
Young Voices Track Entering Grades 1 -3
9:00 am — 1:00 pm $75/child, includes snacks
After Care 1:00 — 3:00 pm $75/child {on request)

Choir and Bells Track Entering Grades 4 — 10
9:00 am — 3:00 pm (Mon. — Thurs.), 1:00 pm (Fri.)
$150/child, includes lunch and snacks

Register by May 15 to enjoy a 525 early-bird
discount. Families registering more than one child
also receive a discount.

A faculty of music professionals, teachers, and
dedicated volunteers will lead the camp.
Pick up a brochure to learn more about
what this camp offers.

Registration is open.
Simply scan this QR code to register.

Scan the QR code to sign up your kids!

Bug Zone needs you! Adult volunteers are needed to
help make this year’s VBC Bug Zone a fun and memorable
experience for our kids and teens!
We are looking for helpers to assist with:

@ A game leader on the field to help Wally Cook

Decorating the Bug Zone- Sunday June 28th @3pm

# Donations of snacks and water for kids and teens

./ Before-and-after setup and clean up

Whether you can help for a little while or the whole event,
your support makes a difference. Many hands make a
great VBC!

Please contact Nancy if you are able to help in any way:
‘@ nleardi@fpcweb.org



