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	Foolish Love…Is Unfair!
	

	
	
	

	Prelude
	
	Matt Nelson

	
	
	

	Welcome to Worship 
	
	Rev. Dr. Michelle Morris

	
	
	

	Gathering Hymn 
	What Wondrous Love is This
	No. 292 UMH

	What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, that caused the lord of life
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
to lay aside his crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme I will sing.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be,
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and through eternity I'll sing on.

	
	
	

	Call to Worship                                   
	
	Diane Morrison, Liturgist

	All: As if this were the only time, and this were the only place, and we the only people, 
Jesus Christ will meet us.
As if this were the only time, and this were the only place, and we the only people,
 let us worship God.

	 
	
	

	Gloria Patri 
	 
	No. 70 UMH

	
	
	

	Anthem
	I Will Speak in the Language of Love
Music & Lyrics Rev. Dr. T. Ray Wheeler
	The Chancel Choir
Rev. Dr. T. Ray Wheeler, Director

	
	
	

	Scripture Lesson 
	Matthew 20:1-16 & 18:12-13
	Rev.  Dr. T. Ray Wheeler

	“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. After he agreed with the workers to pay them a denarion, he sent them into his vineyard.
“Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others standing around the marketplace doing nothing.  He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’ And they went.
“Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the same thing. Around five in the afternoon he went and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing around here doing nothing all day long?’
“‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied.
“He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’
 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first.’  When those who were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a denarion. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But each of them also received a denarion. When they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ‘These who were hired last worked one hour, and they received the same pay as we did even though we had to work the whole day in the hot sun.’
“But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I agree to pay you a denarion? Take what belongs to you and go. I want to give to this one who was hired last the same as I give to you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you resentful because I’m generous?’ So those who are last will be first. And those who are first will be last.”
Second Reading Matthew 18: 12-13
What do you think? If someone had one hundred sheep and one of them wandered off, wouldn’t he leave the ninety-nine on the hillsides and go in search for the one that wandered off? If he finds it, I assure you that he is happier about having that one sheep than about the ninety-nine who didn’t wander off.

	
	
	

	Sermon 
	Foolish Love…Is Unfair
	Rev.  Dr. T. Ray Wheeler
Associate Pastor

	
	
	

	Hymn of Response 
	Jesus Loves Me
	No. 191 UMH

	Jesus loves me! This I know,
for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong;
they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! This I know,
as he loved so long ago,
taking children on his knee,
saying, "Let them come to me."

(Refrain)

Jesus loves me still today,
walking with me on my way,
wanting as a friend to give
light and love to all who live.

(Refrain)

	
	
	

	Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
	
	No. 881 UMH
Diane Morrison, Liturgist

	 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

	Pastoral Prayer
	
	Rev. Dr. Michelle Morris

	
	
	

	Offertory Moment
	
	Rev. Dr. Michelle Morris

	Offertory
	Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
By Southern Harmony, 
Arr. by Charles H. Webb
	The Chancel Choir
Rev. Dr. T. Ray Wheeler, Director

	

	Doxology 
	
	No. 95 UMH

	
	
	

	Passing of the Peace
	Something Beautiful
	No. 394 UMH

	Something beautiful, something good
All my confusion He understood
All I had to offer Him was brokenness and strife
But he made something beautiful of my life

	Invitation

	Confession & Pardon

	Merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


	The Great Thanksgiving and Communion 
	 
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Rev.  Dr. T. Ray Wheeler
Sung Responses
Page 3171 W&S (The Green Book) 

		The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 





	The Lord’s Prayer

         Our Father, who art in heaven,  
               hallowed be thy name. 
               Thy kingdom come, 
               thy will be done on earth  
	    as it is in heaven. 
          Give us this day our daily bread. 
          And forgive us our trespasses,  
               as we forgive those 
               who trespass against us. 
          And lead us not into temptation,  
               but deliver us from evil. 
          For thine is the kingdom,  
               and the power, and the glory, 
               forever.  Amen. 
 
Taking the Bread and Cup 	 


	Communion Hymn  
	 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
	No. 138 UMH

	The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am his,
and he is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth;
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

	Benediction 
	 
	Rev. Dr. T. Ray Wheeler

	
	
	

	Choral Benediction 
	
	The Chancel Choir

	
	
	

	Postlude
	
	Matt Nelson



