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AS WE GATHER

The Holy Trinity presents profound complexities. The church wrestles to dissect
and sync together the identities and the activities of the Father, Son, and Spirit.
The Athanasian Creed is the treatise that sews together the equality and
uniqueness of the three persons of the Trinity. With faith’s assurance, the church
confesses trinitarian substance, coeternal majesty, and seemingly unattainable
mystery. The Uncreated, the Infinite, the Almighty are One in Three. The Holy
Trinity is vested in working in our midst today, every day, and eternally. In faith,
the church and its members forge ahead in life because the Holy Trinity just
works! We may not understand fully, and yet, by faith we believe the Father works
— creating, the Son works — redeeming, and the Spirit works — sanctifying. Our
entire life of frailty and faith is only possible because the Holy Trinity just works
— all the time — with us, for us, and alongside us!

- PRELUDE
- ANNOUNCEMENTS

| CHIMING OF THE TRINITY (The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.)
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| OPENING HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” Page 902, vs. 1, 3, 4
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| INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

| THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: It is easy to sing God’s praises; it is more difficult to comprehend His eternal
majesty. It is easy to look through a telescope; it is more difficult to look in a
mirror. Let us go to our great Three-in-One God, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition

Pastor: Heavenly Father, Creator of all that exists, in deep humility we approach
Your presence, for though You shower us with blessings, we have rebelled
against Your just reign over us and You.

People: We have sinned against You, one another, and even Your good creation
in our thinking, speaking, and acting. Forgive us, and teach us again to
be Your true sons and daughters.

Pastor: Lord Jesus, Savior sent from the Father, in deep humility we confess that we
have neglected to appreciate Your great sacrifice, entering time and space to
die for us.

People: We have failed to love You with our heart, soul, and mind, and we have
failed to love our neighbors as ourselves. We have failed to live as Your
loving brothers and sisters. Forgive us, and grant us Your own
determination to love our neighbors in Your name.
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Pastor:  Holy Spirit, giver of every good gift,

People: in deep humility we confess that we have let the faith You have planted
within us to be covered with our own wants and desires. Without Your
help we cannot be free; we are bound to sin. Forgive us, and renew in us
clean and upright spirits.

Pastor: The eternal God, our Creator, Savior, and Sanctifier, has not forsaken us in our
sin. For the sake of the Son, who became one of us to die for us, God offers full
and free pardon. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father, ~I+ Son, and Holy Spirit!

People: Amen.

Service of the Word
| SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY Page 172

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting triune God, grant us abiding faith that we
may steadfastly believe and confess Your divine work as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Throughout our temporal and eternal living, be our constant companion —
creating and renewing, redeeming and forgiving, calling and sanctifying us. In
all suffering and service, grant that we be mindful that You are the one true God,
undivided, uncreated, infinite, and almighty, in whose triune name we pray.

People: Amen.

- FIRST READING Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? On the heights beside

the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at

the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: “To you, O men, I call, and my cry is to the

children of man. “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His work, the first of

His acts of old. Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.

When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding

with water. Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought
forth, before He had made the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world.
When He established the heavens, I was there; when He drew a circle on the face of

the deep, when He made firm the skies above, when He established the fountains of

the deep, when He assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress
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His command, when He marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside
Him, like a master workman, and I was daily His delight, rejoicing before Him always,
rejoicing in His inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.

Reader: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

- SECOND READING Acts 2:14a, 22-36
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested to you by God with mighty
works and wonders and signs that God did through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves know — this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God
raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Him to be
held by it. For David says concerning Him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for He
is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For You will not abandon my soul to
Hades, or let Your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me the paths of
life; You will make me full of gladness with Your presence.” Brothers, I may say to
you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb 1s with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that He would set one of his descendants on his throne, he
foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that He was not abandoned to
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all
are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your
enemies Your footstool.”” Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that
God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Reader: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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| THE ALLELUIA Page 190
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

John 8:48-59
The Jews answered Him, “Are we not right in saying that You are a Samaritan and

have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor My Father,
and you dishonor Me. Yet I do not seek My own glory; there 1s One who seeks it,
and He is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word, he will
never see death.” The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon!
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will
never taste death.” Are You greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the
prophets died! Who do You make Yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If |
glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It 1s My Father who glorifies Me, of whom
you say, ‘He is our God.” But you have not known Him. I know Him. If I were to
say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and I
keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it
and was glad.” So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have
You seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid
Himself and went out of the temple.

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
)

|
h
174

O

~——
Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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- ATHANASIAN CREED
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Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt
perish eternally.

And the catholic faith 1s this,
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither
confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another.
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is
one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one
Uncreated and one Infinite.

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy
Spirit almighty;
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.

So the Father is Lord, the Son 1s Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct
person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to
say that there are three Gods or Lords.

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor
created nor begotten, but proceeding.
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Thus, there 1s one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one
Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or
less than another;

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so
that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in
Trinity is to be worshiped.

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe
the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man.

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He
1s man, born from the substance of His mother in this age:
perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with
respect to His humanity.
Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the
assumption of the humanity into God;
one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.

For as the rational soul and flesh 1s one man, so God and man is one Christ,
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third
day from the dead,

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God
Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an
account concerning their own deeds.

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who
have done evil into eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and
firmly cannot be saved.
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- RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM (11:00)

Trinity Faith Aguilar-Zaragoza

daughter of Henoch (David) & Angelica Aguilar

Sponsor: Julissa Zaragoza

- SOLO HYMN OF THE DAY “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” Page 601
J. Matthew Swingle, soloist

- SERMON “The Greatest of All Time”
Pastor Donald Treglown

Text: John 8:48-59

- OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

We give Thee but Thine own, whate er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.

Prayer Requests: Please print prayer requests on the blue “Prayer” card
and hand it to an usher during this time.

- OFFERTORY MEDITATION “Borning Cry” arr. by David Christiansen

| PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

| LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

| PREFACE

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who
with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. In
the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in person and the
Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

| SANCTUS Page 195
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| WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

| PAX DOMINI Page 197

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

| AGNUS DEI Page 198
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DISTRIBUTION (Please review our statement of faith inserted into the front of the hymnal.)

At this time we invite you to come up to commune. Please note that whoever takes Holy Communion
here confesses the teachings of this congregation (1 Co. 11:26). If you do not agree with or do not
know what we teach, you may still come to the rail—simply cross your arms as a sign that you do not
wish to commune at this time and you will receive a blessing.

| BENEDICTION

Pastor: The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and I+ give you peace.
People: Amen.

| SENDING HYMN “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” Page 923
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POSTLUDE
OFFERTORY INFORMATION

“Borning Cry” is one of the most popular songs in recent hymnals. Many hymns address God from the human perspective, but few
address humanity from God’s point of view. The spirit of “Borning Cry” is one of a God who loved us from the beginning of time
and continues to love us throughout the seasons of our life. The author and composer is John Carl Ylvisaker (b. 1937), a native of
Fargo, N.D. He studied at Concordia College in Minnesota, where he received a bachelor’s degree in 1959. Following further studies
at Luther Northwestern Seminary (now Luther Seminary) in St. Paul, the University of Minnesota and St. Cloud State College, he
worked as a voice teacher from 1971-75 in Buffalo, Minn. From 1973-86, Mr. Ylvisaker served as the music director for the
Lutheran Church of the Reformation in St. Louis Park, Minn. “In this familiar song, John Ylvisaker’s witness to us is that God speaks
to us at our baptisms, and He proclaims promises which can never be revoked. When Jesus promises the Kingdom of God to
everyone who is born anew of water and the Spirit, it is the same exact message. Ylvisaker reminds us of these promises which are
lived out in every stage of our lives — when we cry after first emerging from our mother’s womb to when we go out to find where
demons dwell; when we are first hearing God’s word, to cheer us on to when we find someone to share our time; even during those
middle ages between being young and old. And finally when the evening gently closes in and we shut our weary eyes. All who are
born anew of water and the spirit can sing the words that John Ylvisaker put to music and hear the words of God that his son was sent
into the world so that all of us might be saved through Him.” —Rev. Ralph Wolfe, March 12, 2017
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